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ABSTRACT 


IMPLEMENTING A TRAINING PROGRAM TO EQUIP PARISHIONERS TO 


EFFECTIVELY MINISTER DIVINE HEALING AND EVALUATE ITS EFFECTIVENESS 


by 
L. Pamela Greene 


United Theological Seminary 


Faculty Mentors 
Andrew Sung Park, Ph.D. 
Gary S. Greig, Ph.D. 
Jon M. Ruthven, Ph.D. 

The context of this project is the Covenant United Methodist Church, Springfield, OH. 
Within the context, many of the congregants exhibited very little knowledge of divine healing 
from a biblical viewpoint. The development of the spiritual training program will equip 
congregants of the mission of Jesus Christ, salvation and divine healing, faith in Jesus and 
grounded biblical knowledge after which the congregants will then be able to impart that learned 
scriptural foundation, and see healing and wholeness. The research strategy was a qualitative 


phenomenological, triangulated methodology design with pre- and post-tests to measure 


outcomes and effectiveness of the training program. 
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INTRODUCTION 


The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach to the gospel to 
the poor, he hath sent me to heal the broken hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives and 
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, to preach the acceptable 
year of the Lord.' 

The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me: because the LORD hath anointed me to preach 
good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the broken hearted, to proclaim liberty to 
the captives and the opening of the prison to them that are bound; To proclaim the acceptable 
year of the Lord and the day of vengeance of our God: to comfort all that mourn.’ 

Divine Healing in the context of Covenant United Methodist Church (Covenant UMC) is the 
topic that the author chose for her dissertation project. There are many elderly people in this 
small ecclesiastical body who are troubled with all manner of diseases and are not aware that 
they can claim divine healing for wholeness and health. Although the author is a health care 
Provider, there is realization that there is more and a higher power to the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness, because God is a rewarder of goodness and is the God that heals according to 
Exodus 15:26. Some ideas found in scriptures are normative and some are not. This congregation 


accepts sickness as an act of God. They pray for their recovery. Given the size of the small 


congregation, there is an 


' Unless otherwise noted all Bible references in this paper are trom Thomas Nelson, The Holy Bible: New 
Xing James Version (NKJV), (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2005), Luke 4:18-19. 


"Isa. 61: 1-2 (NKJV). 


i) 


alarming number of cancer, diabetes, arthritis and debilitating diseases, placement in 
uospice care without their unleashing of the signs, wonders and the miracles of the Holy Spirit 
through Jesus Christ. This begs to the question, “What should we teach the world and those that 
inhabit it about divine healing?” 

As we look at Christology’ people should be informed that Jesus loves them and saves. 
Many of the congregation routinely attend church then look forward to the fellowship and 
prepared food that awaits them after the worship service. However, the taith needed for them to 
“claim healing”, a right afforded them by Jesus dying at the cross is lacking. Consequently, all of 
the attributes that the Spirit provides are not obtained due to the lack of the supernatural 
knowledge and how to take advantage of the gifts. The author does not think that this is 
intentional. It is due to lack of scriptural knowledge and the prophetic teaching. Those placed in 
governance positions by the Holy Spirit should guide the flock with leadership rather than 
compliance. 

How can the writer make a difference in the lives of the children of God and not lead 
them astray? The author plans to invoke the Holy Spirit and seek wisdom, understanding and 
revelation for the work she has been called to do. The writer will teach how to receive healing 
and keep it. She plans to discuss her personal encounters and experience with the Holy Spirit and 
Spiritual manifestations of signs and wonders. Believers need to know Jesus intimately and have 
a relationship with him. Jesus our Redeemer is full of strength and has all power and authority 


which he imparted to us as joint heirs with him (Rom.8:16-18). 


> Christology is the field of study within Christian theology which is primarily concerned with the nature 
and person of Jesus Christ as recorded in the canonical Gospels and the epistles of the New Testament. Primary 
considerations include the relationship of Jesus’ nature and person with the nature and person of God the Father. As 
such, Christology is concerned with the details of Jesus' ministry, his acts and teachings, to arrive at a clearer 
understanding ot who he is in his person, and his role in salvation. “Christology,” GotQuestions.org, February 7, 


2013, accessed February 7, 2013, hitp://www.gotquestions.org/Christology.html. 


ls 


Salvation is a part of the physical wholeness that Jesus made available to believers. 
Divine healing and living in divine health is freedom trom all forms of sickness and disease and 
is an integral part of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Divine healing is defined as a fix or cure tor 
a specific impairment. Divine health is also known as divine wholeness. Kimberly Alexander, 
author of Pentecostal Healing, explains, “Waddell, having introduced the term divine health later 
explains that divine healing is not only a gift, but a grace. As a gift it is divine healing, as a grace 
it is divine health. He emphasized that healing, like sanctification, is received by faith but is 
maintained by faith and obedience. Like holiness, faith should increase.”* In the book, Healing 
through Prayer, Bishop Morris Maddocks states, “Healing is a journey to total wholeness” and 
“God’s will is for our wholeness.’ This document contains six chapters in the following order. 

Chapter One describes the author’s Spiritual background which led to the development of 
the hunger for divine healing and wholeness. It also describes the author’s context of ministry 
which is the church she attends and how the two themes have been combined for the synergy of 
the project. 

Chapter Two is a portrayal of the author’s model of ministry. The author believes that 
there is a place is this postmodern world for the Holy Spirit and the supernatural. It includes a 
review of current literature related to the author’s model of ministry. This chapter also describes 
how the works of other ministries have added support for and those against the thought of the 
supernatural, signs and wonders, the miraculous and divine healing, testing prayer and the use of 


conventional medicine which is not forbidden. 


* Kimberly Ervin Alexander. Pentecostal Healing, Models in Theology and Practice (Blandford, Dorset 
DT111AQ, UK: Deo Publishing, 2006), 49. 


> Herbert Benson, Larry Dossey, and John Polkinghorne, Healing through Praver: Health Practitioners 
Tell the Story (Toronto. Ontario: Anglican Book Centre, 1999), 112. 


Chapter Three is an examination of relevant biblical, historical and theological 
information associated with the thematic model of ministry. The goal was to challenge how 
God’s purpose tor divine health has been taught and regarded throughout the Bible and church 
history, from the beginning of the early church to the 21“ century. The project was undertaken in 
order to evaluate methods of Christian discipleship based on the contents of the disciples’ call 
and their commissioning accounts. 

Chapter Four describes the research methodology and design used for the project. It 
describes how and why the design was developed and chosen. It also describes the outline of the 
purpose statement, the hypothesis, research design and methodology, measurement and 
instrumentation of data collection and analysis. This chapter shows the validation of the thesis 
and project proposal with the demonstration of the intended outcome. 

Chapter Five gives a detailed description of the research field experience. It includes 
implementation, lesson plans and the transformative teaching and change of behavior to validate 
the research question and hypothesis. Although there might be some bias, the outcomes and 
analysis of data collection explained that the hypothetical question was valid in the context of the 
church. 

Chapter Six reports the author’s reflections, summaries and conclusions of the success of 
the field experience. It includes a summarization of outcomes. This chapter includes conclusions 
of implementation of this model of ministry which is replicable. It gives recommendations for 


future research in this area of ministry of the Supernatural. 


CHAPTER ONE 
MINISTRY FOCUS 

The main focus of this dissertation is discipleship and evangelism, initially starting with 
my local church. Over the course of this process varied teachings and the meaning of 
discipleship! will be explained to the members of my church congregation in an attempt to help 
them to become visionaries. The impact of those teachings will be monitored and evaluated for 
as the bible says, “Without wisdom the people perish.”” The philosophies that guide my life are 
strong. Clinging to Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior, carrying out the Golden Rule and being 
a servant leader are the key elements that motivate and nourish me as a person and more 
importantly, a Christian. 

This practical ministry section integrates the essence of the author’s biblical, historical 
and theological foundation papers to illustrate the ideal way that Jesus of Nazareth, the 
Sovereign Lord of our Salvation, molded and commissioned his disciples, by his power of signs 


and wonders, as recorded in the book of Hebrews.° 


'In Christianity, the term disciple primarily refers to students of Jesus and is found in the New Testament 
only in the Gospels and Acts. The New Testament records many followers of Jesus during his ministry, but only 
some became disciples. Some disciples were given a mission, such as the Little Commission, Luke's commission of 
the 70, the Great Commission after the resurrection of Jesus, or the conversion of Paul, making them Apostles, 
charged with proclaiming the Good News (or Gospel) to the world. “Disciple (Christianity).” CARM. February 7, 


2013. Accessed February 7, 2013. _http://carm.org/christianity/devotions/discipleship . 
* Prov. 29:18 (NKJV). 


> Heb. 2:3-4 (NKJV). 


Wn 


On 


ABRIDGED SPIRITUAL JOURNEY 

The Scripture teaches us to remember our creator in the days of our youth.4 This 
principle was instilled in me during my formative years. { was very fortunate to have grown up 
in a loving Christian home in a small village in Guyana, South America. Both of my parents 
lived an exemplary life and were role models to both me and my seven siblings. Because of their 
guidance, my philosophy of life is based upon the Golden Rule, to do unto others as you would 
nave them do unto you. This concept was instilled in me by my parents, grandparents and my 
church family. As such, most of my activities as a child centered on the church. There, I learned 
about God’s word and strived to share it with others. 

In the mid 1960’s, I left my hometown and traveled to London, England to study nursing. 
My faith got me through the rigors of school and protected me thousands of miles away trom my 
home. I was blessed to find the man who years later would be my husband. Although we were 
from different backgrounds, we shared a steadfast love of God and His teachings. In 1968, 1 
moved to the United States and began a life with him. We attended Broaddus Chapel United 
Methodist Church in Springfield, Ohio. This was his childhood church. Approximately ninety 
percent of the church members were related. As such, my church and my family became one in 
the same. We were blessed to have five children who we brought up in the Biblical church 
discipline. 

My faith in the Lord was put to the test in January of 2003, when my husband passed 
away. He died after having heart-value replacement surgery at one of the foremost heart surgery 
clinics in the country. With his passing, I struggled to accept the fact that God needed my 
husband in his kingdom more than his family and I needed him here on earth. I sought comfort 


in the word of God and also through the love of my family, work and his school place of 


4, Ee. 12:1 (NKJB) 


<«mployment along with my medical and city community. It took me a great deal of time to 
adjust to life on this earth without him. In reading the word, I took solace in the fact that he is in 
God’s kingdom and his heart and body have been made whole. My heart has also been made 
whole as I know that the Lord would not give me more than [ can bear. I am reminded that God 
has not brought me this far in my journey to leave me. I envision my husband, my parents and 
my eldest brother, Donald, looking down on me from heaven. They smile as I continue my walk 
with Christ. In orchestrated unison, they say “Amen”. 

Years after my husband’s passing, I continued to explore how my career path in medicine 
could enable me to practice and strengthen my faith in Christ. Through my training and 
experience in England, I became a critical care nurse. Five years later, I assumed the role of as 
Nursing Supervisor in a large level 1 hospital. Eventually, I became a Certified Nurse 
Practitioner working in a collaborative F amily Practice with physicians. In nearly forty years in 
medicine, I have aided in healing of the sick, revived patients from certain death and prayed with 
patients and families through turmoil and agony. When I was unable to save life, I prayed with 
families and used my Christian experience to strengthen them. | experienced the wonders and 
power of lifting up the name of the Lord in prayer. To be able to utilize and perfect my talents in 
the medical field while being strongly anchored in the Spirit has enabled me to share my gift 
with co-workers and patients. 

Recently, | have been rereading the Bible and have found a renewed excitement in the 
Word. I’ve asked the Lord for guidance and to do a “new thing” in my life and he has led me to 
this path. At home in the winter of early 2010, the Lord spoke to me and told me to preach the 
word. I was reminded of his words. “I know the plans I have for you.’ Both excited and scared, 


the fire of God erupted in my soul. I called my five Spirit-led children with the news and they 


* Jer. 29:11 (NKJV). 


‘vere equaily as excited. My faith has deepened and [ have experienced the fruits of the Spirit. [ 
nave come to revere the fanciful and the imaginative and thirst to experience the fruits of the 
Spirit as promised to all believers. 

Prior to doing this “new thing” the Lord has tasked me to do. I felt that [ must first arm 
myself with the word and vision that a doctorate in ministry could provide. My theology in 
ministry is strongly tied to my conviction in Jesus Christ and my belief in the Holy Trinity. This 
conviction, tied with the lessons I’ve learned from the trials, tribulations and afflictions that the 
Lord has previously put before me, have helped me to overcome all of life’s obstacles. I have 
extended that knowledge and faith to others as they deal with the turmoil that everyday life can 
bring. I have lent my faith to those in need in the church, at work and in the greater community. 
[ have also learned to borrow strength from these same people who have been strengthened 
through Christ. As I go forward in my journey, I strive to extend my teachings outside my 
community and enlarge my territory. [ look with excitement to this task and pray that my union 
with United Theological Seminary will be fruitful. 

in the world today, Jesus Christ has tasked His soldiers to go out into the world and 
proclaim the gospel. To me, this means that we have been empowered to help those in need. My 
conviction in the teachings of Jesus Christ has given me the strength to share the teachings of his 
supernatural favors to others both in the church, at work and wherever my journey takes me. In 
God’s eyes, all people are equal. In this ever-changing world, we are tasked with not just being 
Christians, but to also actively practice “true Christianity”. This principle applies in our homes, 
schools and places of work. As such, my task as a solider of Christ is to teach others to love God 
as he has loved us. Armored with the word, I mount up for a new journey in life. I hold up the 


blood-stained banner until my days on this earth shall end. When it is finished, | hope to hear 


my Father tell me, “your journey is over, weil done!” { follow the path that God has masterfully 
paved for me with no doubt. [ also pray that there be peace on this earth and let it begin with me. 

The main focus of this dissertation is “divine healing” in a small United Methodist 
Church which I attend in Springfield, Ohio. The author plans to disciple initially, starting with 
my local church and continue reaching out into the community and the entire world, thus 
fulfilling the Great Commission of Jesus Christ. Over the course of this process varied teachings 
and the meaning of discipleship will be taught and explained to the members of my church 
congregation, in an attempt to help them to become ambassadors for Christ and visionaries. The 
author is adamant in representing the Lord Jesus Christ as we serve, transtorm and empower our 
community and the world as Jesus saw it. The impact of those teachings will be monitored and 
evaluated as the Bible says, “without vision the people perish”.° The philosophies that guide my 
life are strong. Clinging to Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior, carrying out the Golden Rule 
and being a servant leader are the key elements that motivate and nourish me as a person and 
more importantly, not only a Bible carrying Christian but also a Christian who hears the Word 
and does it. 

This Practical Ministry section integrates the essence of the author’s biblical, historical 
and theological foundation papers to illustrate the ideal way that Jesus of Nazareth, the 
Sovereign Lord of our Salvation, molded and commissioned His disciples, by His power of signs 
and wonders, as recorded in the book of Hebrews. 

“How shall we escape if we ignore so great a salvation? This salvation, which was first 


announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard him. God also testified to it by 


* Prov. 29:18 (NKJV). 


signs, wonders and various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his 
will.” 

The Christian life is enriched and characterized by the experience of the Holy Spirit since 
the day of Pentecost. Peter delivered his oration and inaugural speech denying and defending 
their charge of being drunk at nine o’clock in the morning. Peter referred to the prophecy of 
Joel, that in the last days God would outpour God’s Spirit of all. He reminded them of the 
visions that young people would have and the dreams, wonders, signs and miraculous events in 
prophecy that would come to pass. 

In a single day, after Peter’s evangelization, three thousand people were baptized, 
converted and added to the Christian body. In the next section of the paper the ministries of 
traditional religious groups, which have held varying and controversial opinions about the 
charismata and the work of the Holy Spirit in the post-modern era will be examined. 

Jesus Christ, in all of His journeys, functioned as a charismatic, religious leader. He 
bestowed distinct instances of physical and mental healing to an extensive number of besieged 
people in need of His mercy. The Gospels tell us that He served them regardless of ethnicity, 
economic status or age. 

Jesus sent His disciples and charged them to spread the Word and complete the work 
which He taught them to do. In Acts, Luke continued to show how well the disciples carried out 
their commissioning, healing, curing diseases casting out the demonic and claiming wholeness 
guided by the aid and power of the Holy Spirit after being anointed, affirmed, energized and 


transformed on the day of Pentecost. 


"Heb. 2:3 (NKJV). 

* The Great Commission of Christianity is the instruction of the resurrected Jesus Christ to his disciples that 
they spread his teachings to all the nations of the world. it has become a tenet in Christian theology emphasizing 
ministry, missionary work, evangelism, and baptism. “Great Commission,” CARM, February 7, 2013, accessed 
February 7, 2013, http:// carm.org/dictionary-great-commission. 
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The basis of His ministry was love for everyone. The most concrete ways of expressing 
iove is through concern for one another’s physical and emotional condition, the removal of 
lingering and tortuous infirmities, “physical hindrances” and the horror of mental or emotional 
‘lInesses. Jesus used illustrations such as the parable of the Good Samaritan to demonstrate the 
power of the gospel to bring healing in areas where sickness was prevalent and where little was 
known about curing. 

Before Jesus departed to heaven, he proclaimed that all “authority” in heaven and on 
earth was given to him and that all were instructed to make disciples, teach all nations and 
baptize them in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. This means taking the 
Gospel outside the walls of the church and into the greater community, informing the lost, those 
who are marginalized and comfort and rest for the weary and downtrodden. This also includes 
different and all nations and cultures, socioeconomic and sexual orientation groups. Jesus 
teaches us that we should branch out and engage in baptizing and teaching the things that would 
transform people and ail nations. The order and framework of God’s ordinance would be as 
follows: 


- Obedience to all that Lord Jesus commanded. 
-  Self-government and teaching on Biblical principles 


-  Baptizing — organic concept — into a Trinitarian living and dynamic style. We 


should abide in his love and be placed always where His name resounds. 


- We should be servant leaders in our communities bearing fruit and helping them 


to govern themselves based on Biblical principles and the cross. 


During this new Apostolic Reformation Age there is a mosaic for the church in the 21" 
century, designed by God for every person in the world. In the Old Testament, God spoke to the 
people through the prophets who represented him- “God’s messengers”. Isaiah, in the writer’s 
dissertation, represents the Messiah, Jesus Christ. Jesus affirmed this in the synagogue in 
Nazareth when He read the Isaiah passage which paraileled Luke 4:18-19. 

Jesus concluded at this point instead of finishing the entire verse of Isaiah 61:2 which 
states, “To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord and the day of vengeance of our God; to 
comfort all that mourn.” In the vision of the church as hospital and the Holy Spirit as divine 
physician, it is implied then that human beings sutfer from all kinds of diseases. We are 
obsessed with loving ourselves and we place personal interest above others and God. We are 
charged to deny ourselves as followers of Christ and bear the cross. 

in their writing, Essential Guide to Healing, authors Bill Johnson and Randy Clark state 
that some Protestant denominations accommodated their charismatic Pastors and people by 
allowing small groups and fellowships to form in the local churches; however, they did not allow 
the worship services or liturgies to become charismatic in expression.” The author will follow 
their work. Paul attributed the accomplishments of his successful ministry and missionary work 
to Jesus Christ using Paul as a vessel working through him. The signs and miracles were done 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, as Paul noted in Romans 15:17-19, 

Randy Clark noted that when he was a seminarian, his professors gave out assignments 
for the term paper. He had to choose from tifty topics, none of which appealed to his interest. 
The professor chided Clark for his beliefs because he was an “unbelieving believer’ of healing 


ministry. With his focus on the book of Acts, Clark was able to rise to the occasion and 


” Bill Johnson and Randy Clark, The Essential Guide to Healing, (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Chosen Books, 
2011), 118. 


pleasantly surprise the professor with his course work although he contessed his unswerving 
unbelief." Many believe that seminaries are geared towards eloquent degrees, but need to get to 
‘he basics and grounding of biblical teaching as modeled by Jesus Christ. 

Randy Clark further notes that Paul’s “modus operandi” was to communicate the 
message of the cross, which included the resurrection of Jesus and His pouring out of the Holy 
Spirit as a sign that the Kingdom of God had begun- a kingdom that was already present, though 
not yet complete. Clark established scripturally that the gifts of the Spirit, especially healing and 
miracles, continues until Jesus returns.'' This was because their purpose was to be a part of how 
ithe Gospel was delivered and also because the “Scripture” claims” power for all”, not just the 
apostles and disciples. The power embodies the proclamation. 

{n the book of Isaiah, the Lord promised to do a new thing’ and to ‘forget the former 
things of old’. He also promised to “restore the years of the locus and cankerworms” in Joel 
2:25. This student teacher model envisions concentration of the exemplary model that Jesus 
imparted to all of us specifically, in Acts, where we see the apostles deliverance from demonic 
oppression (Acts 8:12, 16:16-18); physical healing (Acts 3:1-10); raising the dead (Acts 9:36-41, 
20:9-12); healing of groups (Acts 5:15-16, 8:6-7); and finally, signs and wonders (Acts 2:43, 
5:12, 6:8, 14:3). 

in Romans, Paul describes the work in the vineyard of God as “word and deed”. He 
states that, “For I will not venture to speak of anything except what Christ has taught, not where 
Christ has already been named, lest I build on another man’s foundation.”” The author will be 


examining the work of Morton Kelsey’s Healing and Christianity, showing the case against 


bid. 


" Ibid. 
Rom. 15:18 (NKJV). 
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Christian Healing, religious healing in the ancient world and the unique healing of Jesus Christ 
from the town of Nazareth. The work of Jon Mark Ruthven, On the Cessation of the 
Charismata, The Protestant Polemic On Post-Biblical Miracles, will also be used to show and 
refute the anti cessationist views or polemics of the Holy Spirit and the relevance in today’s 
society, erupting miracles, signs and wonders which incorporate healing grounded in the Gospels 
and the New Testament until the return of the parousia. Author Candy Guenther Brown’s 7 esting 
Prayer, Science and Healing will demonstrate that globally people turn to prayer and embrace 
divine healing by fervent and revelatory prayers and claim their miraculous healing trom the 
Cross of Jesus Christ. The literature is scientific with empirical studies arid evidence based, 
drawing on data from Pentecostal and Charismatic Christians. It shows that the overall 
perception of the healing power of prayer and belief tested side by side with conventional 
medicine produced remarkable improvement in sound health verified scientifically. This 
phenomenal practice which does not undermine faith can be the breakthrough globally into rural 
and outlying places where there is no access to conventional medicine or privilege. 

The literature of Randy L. Maddox and Jason E. Vickers’ The Cambridge Companion, as 
well as John Wesley’s Art of Physic will also be examined. Throughout his life Wesley kept 
abreast of medical and scientific advances. He drew on leading practitioners of medicine when 
compiling and re-editing subsequent editions of his work. He insisted that medical science 
should be utilized to improve the human condition in a fallen and corrupt world. He also 
combined faith, good works, Scripture, tradition, God’s sovereignty and human freedom, 
Christian liberty and ordered polity, original sin and good works and blended them into a 


practice believing God has a remedy for every disease. 


A 


How can the author make a difference in the lives of the children of God and not lead 
them astray? The author plans to invoke the Holy Spirit and seek wisdom, understanding and 
revelation for the mission she has been cailed to accomplish. Excerpts from the work of John G. 
Lake, Kenneth E. Hagin Sr. will be taught. The writer will teach them how to receive their 
healing and keep it by discipling them. 

Jesus paid the price of the new covenant for all. The Word will not depart from the mouth 
of believers, states Peter in Acts. The body of Christ is broken for us just as the congregation is 
broken. This disciple has to depend on the Spirit for restoration to bring about change as every 
300d action is done by grace. All the dreams, visions and promises of God to do a new thing in 
the author’s life for which she prayed would come to pass as God promised to restore the years 
ot the locus and God is faithful and just to forgive all sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. In John10:10 Jesus says. “I have come that all might have life and have it more 
abundantly”. As Christians grow in their faith and intellect, their lives and faith ascend into a 
higher intellectual and spiritual based realm. They assimilate their faith in their life process 
rather than make decisions solely on the basis of everyday life and practices. They realize that 
there is more to be discovered. 


Ministry Project Context 


The author attends Covenant United Methodist Church; a small church in Springfield, 
Ohio, that resulted from a merger between two United Methodist Churches. The goais, financial 
and ecclesiastical, of the merger were “simple”: 


1) To make the church financially strong and viable. 


2 To be able to support a full-time pastor. 


3) To upkeep the structure of the church. 


Many of the congregants are middle aged or elderly, most of them baby boomers. There 
are some youth, male and female, very few toddlers and an occasional infant visiting with 


grandparents or great grandparents. 


There are several illnesses plaguing members of the congregation, such as diabetes, 
‘typertension and their related complications. Many have experienced organ damage as a resuit 
of the diseases devastating to their bodies. Further, several believers were diagnosed with life 
threatening cancers and were not ‘healed’ or ‘cured’ in spite of investigative drugs and 
chemotherapy. The incidence of the diseases is alarming and appears extremely high given the 


size of the congregation. 


Although, the Methodist Church has a rich heritage of John Wesley, the father of 
Methodism, the church has been focused on liturgy, preaching and teaching. The focus has 
omitted miracles, signs and wonders and the gifts of the Holy Spirit, the charismata. It should be 
noted that it is not the intent of the author to disparage the church or the denomination but to the 
contrary. The author recognizes the need for invocation, baptism and impartation of the Holy 
Spirit in the church. These signs and wonders were demonstrated on the day of Pentecost in the 
upper room with the disciples of Jesus Christ and thereafter in the Early Church and throughout 


Christianity. 
The goals of this project, in relation to believers. of the congregation, are to: 


1) Evaluate the effectiveness of such training programs in a variety of settings, 


representing the Kingdom of God. Provide and equip believers with the tools, the 


ry 


Word of God necessary for the foundation and praying effectively and fervently 


(James 5:16). 


2) Educate the local congregation/ecclesia about the Kingdom of God, salvation and 
its true meaning; the divine power of healing ministry of the Holy Spirit when 
conventional medicine fails. The Synoptic, outlined the woman with “the issue of 
blood” for twelve years who Jesus called out from the crowd, declared wholeness 
to her because of her implicit faith in Jesus and brought or welcomed her back 
into the social stratosphere, the ethical, psychological. physiological and the 


sociological arena “the balm in Gilead”. 


There is a great need to raise awareness and educate the masses, in regards to the gifts of 
the Spirit given to us to explore and claim our healing and all the blessing embodied in our 
salvation. Jesus appeared unto his disciples after his resurrection. He said, “All power is given 
unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye, therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, the Son and The Holy Ghost. Teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, [ am with you always, even unto the end of the 


world,” '3 


The Christian church in America prides itself on carrying out the great commission as 
Jesus commanded and as John Wesley echoed. However, it has failed the litmus test when 
looking at the charismata, miracles, signs and wonders, healing and deliverance from 
destructions, evil, exorcism and the supernatural manifestations of The Holy Ghost. The 


charismata are absent and are not being preached from the author’s experience, growing up and 


'° Matt. 28:18-20 (NKJV). 


dwelling among attendees of various denominations. The topic sits on the backburmer and is 
viewed as a taboo. it is felt that the Holy Spirit ceased to exist after the death of the last apostle 


‘during the apostolic age. 


Since the author’s testimony to her congregation of being “slain by the Holy Spirit” in a 
World of Faith Church in her hometown on August 3, 2010 and the anointing and impartation 
experienced, the author has developed an increasing thirst for knowledge and increased 
willingness to receive the Holy Spirit. Metaphorically speaking, “the lid is being removed from 
the bushel” among the ecclesia. Many believers are becoming more inquisitive, adoptive and 
receptive to the discourse of and various revelations of manifestations of the Holy Spirit who has 


been left out in the highlights of the church’s sermons and teachings. 


In the year 2011, at CUMC, the leadership of the church designated every fifth Sunday as 
“Healing Sunday’. In 2012, every fourth Sunday is being devoted to healing. This change 
allows for the continuation of the designated “Youth Sunday” for the nurturing and affirming by 
their participation in the church. Added to the ongoing ministry is the prayer ministry on 
Tuesday mornings and fellowship on certain evenings with supper served prior to the start. 
During these informal gatherings, led by the Pastor, prayer and accepting God are discussed. 

The pastor attended services and training at Alders gate UMC, historically known for the liturgy 


of healing and supernatural manifestations of the Holy Spirit. 


With this progression, the author plans, in collaboration with the Pastor, to build on this 
infrastructure and encourage believers in their Christian walk with the Lord. Further, the goal is 
io teach the congregation that they are blessed by the righteousness of God and anyone who 


would come to Christ and unfold to him can live authentically. It is the hope of this author that 


this protound belief through action and steadfast prayer, will manifest throughout the 


congregation and will spill over and become infectious into the greater secular community. 


Historically, few religious leaders have had more influence on the basic ideas of our 
modern age than Jesus of Nazareth. The effects of his teachings and thoughts are felt not only by 
the more than nine hundred million avowed Christians, but also among ail peoples touched by 
western Civilization. The spiritual “Father of Medicine” was not Hippocrates in the land of Cos, 
but Jesus, the Carpenter boy, the son of Mary and Joseph, the earthly father, from the town of 


Nazareth. '* 


John Wesley was a staunch disciple of Christ. In his articles he addressed “medicine as a 
metaphor”, medicine versus healing, doctors, demons and early Methodist healing, exorcism, 
fasting, prayer and religious aspects of Christianity.'!” These elements will be used as a basis for 
the contextual and conceptual framework of this paper. Salvation, Pneumatology and the 
Sacrament are very essential to the belief of the author and also the congregation for the building 


of the Kingdom of God and his righteousness. 


The Apostles who had been schooled by Jesus continued to amaze the crowds with their 
knowledge, teaching and doing the miraculous and supematural, despite meeting with some 
opposition, as Jesus had forewarned them. As we respond to the commission, we should not 


preach the Word as an existential decision, but as evidence that God sent J esus, who is the 


propitiation for our sins. 


‘ Morton Kelsey, Healing and Christianity: A Classic Study. (Minneapolis, MN: Augsburg Fortress, 1995), 
Al. 


*° Deborah Madden, Medicine and Moral Reform: The Place of Practical Piety in John Wesley's Art of 
Physic (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 2004), 741-57. 
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CONJUNCTION OF THE RESEARCHER AND CONTEXT 
A protessional background in the medical field combined with a lifetime passion and 
thirst for an intimate relationship with God helps cement the focus of ministry. The researcher 
worked for a number of years both as a registered nurse and as a Nurse Practitioner, witnessing 
firsthand elements that defied modern science and led to patients sutfering from various ailments 
being healed. A strong desire to help expose the benetits, methodology and practices of divine 


healing provide a foundation for the researcher to help educate fellow parishioners. 


CHAPTER TWO 


INTERGRATION OF THEORY AND PRACTICE 


This chapter serves as a connection/conjunction for the theoretical and Practical content 
of the project research. This review will provide a foundation of where the literature has brought 
the writer and will provide an insight as to where this dissertation project is guiding the reader. It 
would demonstrate the writer’s grasp of this area of ministry. In a narrative analysis, the writer 
would also demonstrate familiarity with the literature related to the ministry model, including 
relevant concepts and models of ministry. The author will attempt to make full citation in the 
footnotes to enable ease of understanding the proposed model and document. The addition of 
manuscripts and pertinent works in the area of divine healing would be referred here to set forth 
the journey travelled and the intention of the writer. It would clearly demonstrate the writer’s 
expertise in the area of specialization, including areas of disagreement and agreement with 


recognized experts and critics in this arena or atmosphere. 


THE LITERATURE REVIEW 
In contemporary Christian ideology, there are varying opinions regarding Divine Healing and 
whether such healing occupies a place in this world or in the Babylonian society as the world 
view holds in this 21" century. While many Christians are wary of overblown claims of miracles, 
they tend to be reluctant to dismiss the possibility of Divine intervention in the face of illness or 


catastrophic event. The author will conclude 


39 
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‘hat Divine Healing is on a pedestal, ascending rigorous mountainous regions and on the 
rise and where such healing is relevant and on demand in the 21** century, 

When the author was growing up, she was taught that the Holy Spirit empowered and led 
believers in the Truth. in Grace and glorified the work of our Lord and Savior J esus Christ’s 
victory on the cross and His resurrection. This chapter will include the change experience of 
signs and wonders and the radical manifestations of the power of the Spirit to produce the 
miraculous in the lives of humankind. 

The Lucan Gospel 22:37 states that Jesus is identified with the transgressors of Isaiah 
53:12. For I tell you, this Scripture must be fulfilled in me: what is written about me is being 
fulfilled. Jesus associated Himself with the sufferings awaiting Him at the cross with the 
suffering servant passage in Isaiah 52:13 and 53:12. 

In Acts 8:30-35, the Apostle Philip encountered the Ethiopian eunuch who was reading 
from the Isaiah 53 passage but did not understand what he was reading. Philip, led by the Holy 
Spirit, converged on the eunuch who invited him in his intimate life and explained with 
convincing evidence, the Gospel, followed by the eunuch’s receiving water baptism which the 
Ethiopian requested. The apostle Philip granted his wish and baptized him only to vanish shortly 
thereafter. 

I Peter 2:24 unites Isaiah 53 to the Christological mission of Jesus Christ, the Messiah. 
“He himself bore our sin in his body on the cross-----by His wounds you were healed. While 
writing to slaves Peter linked Christ and his suffering”. And there are other images of salvation 
worked in Christ in the citation from Isaiah 53:5, 24. Jesus is the wounded surgeon portrayed in 


theses Scriptural exegeses and hermeneutics.! 


‘Jon Ruthven, "Ruthven School Notes," (class notes, United Theological Seminary, January 2011). 
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he God who is revealed in the New Testament is a God who intervenes to save the 
souls and heal the body and cure the lepers which can be translated to cancer and all debilitating 
diseases that have enguifed the human bodies. The central theme of the Old and the New 
Testament Scriptures is based on healing, faith guided by the Holy Spirit. The miraculous is 
recorded in Is. 61:1-3 and the Gospel of Luke 4:18-19. I believe there is a place in the Christian 
faith for belief in Divine Healing, which is an integral part of salvation. The author will focus on 
the healings of Jesus and His disciples in the New Testament, the apostles who carried on the 
work of Jesus Christ and how it is applicable to her career in conventional medicine as a 
Certified Nurse Practitioner and provider of high quality health care. Since Grace abounds Faith 
and Hope and Spiritual intervention are still relevant to medicine as the power of the Holy Spirit 
cooperates by intervening and giving revelations to those in Medical Science and conventional 
medicine and who seek counsel and wisdom with understanding. 

Gordon D. Fee, the author of God’s Empowering Presence, expounded on the Holy Spirit 
in the epistles of Paul. To his way of thinking, Fee said that he believed that the texts were also 
God’s Word, which is also the Word of the Lord for the people of God. His work as a theologian 
should be both *descriptive and normative’ to exegete and describe very carefully, Paul’s 
knowledge of the Holy Spirit. However, without a doubt, Paul has accomplished this fete 
according to divine intervention and revelation. This knowledge should be fully embraced to 
obey what ‘thus say the Lord’. He emphasized that his work throughout the book would explain 
the meaning of descriptive and normative in relation to Paul’s work. He affirmed that people 


who adopted the Scripture as part of their own possession and the Word of God for the church, 


need to especially come to grips with what is implied; the experience, understanding and full 
account of the Spirit and the relevance to the present. 

The book analyzed and synthesized what Paul, who was sent to the Gentile nation. said 
“about the Spirit both as person and as experienced reality within the life of the believer and the 
believing community.” This was in part due to Paul’s Jewish heritage from the ‘eschatological 
framework as he awaited the Messianic hope. Paul’s conviction by the Holy Spirit, on his way to 
Damascus to persecute Christians and take them to Jerusalem for martyrdom, seems “to he in 
soteriology”. The Holy Spirit is a person, the person of God himself and God’s empowering 
presence.’ 

Paul realized, “he and the new constituted people of God had been written about 
beforehand: there was the promise of the eschatological Spirit, who would reveal, reinstate 
prophecy, bring in a New Covenant and cause God’s people to walk in his ways”. What Paul 
held in common with his contemporaries was an apocalyptic worldview in which the Spirit had 
been quenched until the time of the end. “The lavish outpouring of the Spirit on him and his 
churches was the evidence for Paul that the end had begun.” Paul’s understanding was not 
limited to what was written in that era but was experiential. God’s empowering presence was a 
testimonial to his one-time Jewish philosophic and legalistic way of thinking.* The Pauline 


doctrine affirmed Peter’s oration on the day of Pentecost Acts 2:16. 


° Gordon D. Fee, God's Empowering Presence: the Holy Spirit in the Letters of Paul, Reprint ed. (New 
York: Baker Academic, 2009), 4. 


*thid., 5. 
*Ybid., 915. 


“{bid. 


I 
or) 


A BIBLICAL VIEW: GOD’S ORIGINAL MOSAIC & PURPOSE FOR HEALING 

God made a covenant with a people who would bear His name, purposes and not simply 
an individual person of Israel. The coming of the Messiah, “Jesus Christ and the gift of the 
“eschatological Spirit” also marked the “new way” by which people were constituted. The 
community was entered individually through faith in Christ and through the reception of the 
Spirit and included baptism. The church triumphant is God’s main objective. Paul wrote in I 
Corinthians 5:1-13 and 6:1-11 “God is choosing and saving a peopie for his name”.° 

Abby H. Abildness, in ‘Healing Prayer and Medical Care’ continued that in “God’s 
original design for healing, “ God identified Himself to the Israelites as the Great Physician 
saying, J am the Lord who heals you’, “Jehovah Rapha.” (Rophi) (Ex.15:26).’ This was God’s 
redemptive name which God gave Himself and later demonstrated His love towards us in that we 
were yet sinners Christ died for us (Rom.8:23-24). As Jesus was about to leave the earth He 
promised that believers would do greater things than He did according to John14:12. Malachi 4:2 
assured believers that the Messiah would arise with healing in His wings. This prophecy became 
a reality when the woman with the issue of blood touched the hem of Jesus’ garment and 
received wholeness, according to Mk.5:25-34. The Messiah carried the resurrection power and 
salvation from which our healing originated. Abildness stated, “People struggle to find meaning 
in their suffering and their suffering is increased if they think guilt or shame is the reason they 


have the sickness.’’ Even Jesus’ disciples held a similar view of sickness. They believed that the 


* tbid., 871. 


” Abby Abildness, Healing Prayer and Medical Care: God's Healthcare Plan (Shippensburg, PA: Destiny 
Image, 2010), 55. 
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affliction was a result of sin, but Jesus chided them and responded that they should not” point the 
finger in judgment toward anyone”.® 

Jesus told them that there was greater glory in the testimony of the blind man. (John 9:2- 
3). Jesus revealed that the blindness, which the blind man that came to him for healing 
possessed, was to manifest the work or dynamic power of God. in the Third person of the Triune 
God, the Holy Spirit. People did not understand why God used suffering until they experienced 
the character suffering built within them.’ God created humankind in His image tor fellowship 
and would go to the extreme to bring each person back to Himself, according to His purpose.'° 

Clinical medicine’s original design for healing showed God’s purpose for medicine and 
healing through the lens of the great evangelist, Oral Roberts. The documentation stated that in 
1970’s, Oral Roberts, after what he believed was a revelation and in his life of faith, pioneered 
the integration of faith healing and Medicine together. God told him,” You and your partners 
nave merged medicine and healing for the entire world, for the church and for all generations”.'' 
In the endorsement, Healing Prayer and Medical care is an insider’s view of the power of God 
working in and through “healing teams” in clinical and non-clinical settings in the medical 
industry. The power of God is available to the people of God for His purpose.” 

Andrew S. Park, a Professor of Theology at the United Theological Seminary (UTS), in 


‘Triune Atonement’ explained that the term atonement included the salvation of the oppressors, 


* ibid. 
* tbid. 
 Yhid., 54. 
' Thid., 84. 
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the liberation of the oppressed and the restoration of nature.'> He noted that Christ was not a 
victim to the ransom theory but was a victor. The ransom theory focused on the blood of Jesus 
Christ who paid the enormous debt to set humankind free from the bondage of Satan, the 
“usurper,’ who is the prince of this world and principalities. Jesus was the King of kings who 
stampeded and overcame the forces of Satan and the powers of darkness, was ever victorious, 
thus releasing all those that were held in captivity in the world of sin."* He gave a history of 
ancient Judaism, rituals and atonement. He also showed that the idea of the Triune God healing 
included the post resurrection atoning work in the form of the Paraclete. The Paraclete who came 
at Pentecost is working for the salvation of sinners and the liberation of their victims." 

Jesus, The Christ, came to fulfill the New Covenant so that all might enjoy the more 
abundant life which God Had in store for all. The atonement of Jesus for “abundant life” was not 
limited to the theological view of redemption. Jesus’ redemption was an extension of life in 
general from all aspects such as the economy, politics, as well as social and ecological 
stewardship of the environment which was given to human to guard and protect for from the 
beginning of time.’° The Triune healing view was to restore the atoning work of the Paraclete 
whom, since Pentecost has been dwelling within us.” It is important to note that it is believed 
that the inability to forgive plays a major role hindering individuals from receiving healing and 


keeping the subsequent wellness. The teaching of Jesus in this light was very extensive. This was 


' Andrew Sung Park, Triune Atonement: Christ's Healing for Sinners, Victims, and the Whole Creation 
(Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2009), VI. 


“tpi... 13. 
Tbid., XI. 
tid... XIL. 


" tbid., XIV. 


4 major theme in His message where He “pronounced unlimited forgiveness, elevating and 
raising the level of human consciousness to a higher plane of graciousness level the divine. the 
zenith or pinnacle”. 

Park introduced Jesus with the Comforter, the Paraclete, given that name at Pentecost and 
the work of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit in our lives if we allow God to dwell within us.” 

Eric R. Braverman, a physician at the University of Pittsburgh, in his book The Edge 
Effect on total health and longevity, noted that the brain controlled the body functions and people 
could adjust and even augment the capability of the brain. In this way people would improve 
their physical health and went wellbeing from which the body would benefit.2° He added that 
he saw miracles happen daily in his office. A person’s ability to understand brain function and 
how the brain impacted the entire mind and body would determine how information and 
changing of the mind intertwined. The brain held the secret to a better. fuller life, which, when 


revealed, could change the way that peopie lived their lives in the future.”' 


THE CASE AGAINST DIVINE HEALING 
Morton Kelsey, in Healing and Christianity wrote that many modern Christians tried to 
dispel the works of Jesus Christ as he healed the sick and the lepers and casted out demons. 
They also discounted the work, dreams and visions of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. Even 


portions of the New Testament, which embodied the spirit, soul and body as wholeness, were 


8 thid., 90. 
Tbid., 13. 


* Eric R. Braverman, The Edge Effect: Achieve Total Health and Longevity with the Balanced Brain 
Advantage (New York, NY: Sterling, 2005), 266. 


*! Ibid., 270. 
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also dismissed. Kelsey, in an analysis of The New Testament, recorded that passages referring to 
the miracles and divine works ot Jesus Christ had been “cut out with a razor” to hide the truth of 
divine power and the supernatural.” 

{n many of the commentaries, Kelsey noted that the stories of Jesus and his miracles, 
about one fifth in the Gospels and Acts, were treated as allegories rather than actual facts. Some 
Christians were reconciled to the belief of The New Testament but not to the contexts of the 
nealing and miracles, signs and wonders or any manifestation of the Spirit. [t was assumed that 
medical science and technical advances precluded the need for the Spiritual healing of biblical 
times because of the progress of science and antibiotic or chemotherapeutic regimen. 

Physicians would use examination and various methods to diagnose illnesses and treat diseases. 
The soul was ethereal and had no relation to health or wellness. The spirit and the body’s 
internal organs were unconnected.” 

Kelsey laid emphasis on his work by adding that “this emphasis is by far the greatest 
given to any one kind of experience in the narrative” and that it was “startling to compare this 
emphasis on physical and mental healing with the scant attention given to moral healing.” He 
noted that there were forty-one distinct instances of healing in the Gospels.” 

Kelsey aiso noted that the then Christian world system confirmed to the basic theology 
and was resistant to change. There were five assumptions between the clergy and the church 


about God in relation to sickness, a view that was similarly held by Protestants and Catholics 


alike. 
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God is responsible for sickness. This includes evil things, demonic possessions or what 
might seem to come from the devil cannot be substantiated. Because there was no other avenue 
tor this to gain entrance then God is the utmost responsible agent for some kind of reason for” 
sickness, adversity and calamity.” 

Since God is our Father then God is chastising God’s children as an act of correction. 
They looked at correction from a psychological phenomenon, a change philosophy of education 
and the consequences of wrong doing. Chastisement in whatever torm improved the relationship 
with God the Father. The more punishment meted out the closer the intimacy became with God. 
And yet, such people were not children of God but were referred to as “bastards”. 

God had a threefold purpose for sending sickness and death, which were consequences of 
breaking God’s commandments according to Deut. 28:22-37: 2. Sam. 6:7-10. Being sick was a 
reminder for mankind that they had sinned against God and needed repentance. Sickness allowed 
the sutferer to rely on God to sustain them, thus building faith in God and getting to holiness. 
Sickness was therefore beneficial for the redemption of offenders, used as a corrective action for 
their state of evil behavior. It also developed and increased their faith in God regardless of the 
affliction of devastating diseases as cancer, mental illness. They would find strength in their 
weaknesses.”’ 

The primary duty of the minister was to save the soul and the spiritual health of the 


person irrespective of the mental or physical outcome. There was no greater an opportunity for 
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the act of repentance than during these critical adversities of the lives of the atflicted, with 
Biblical reference to the prophet Job. Although no one in the church adhered to this principle.** 

The church lent support and consolation which were soothing balm and which gave some 
healing as an alternative measure. Christian ministers were not given any healing opportunity or 
task. Their mission was not defined when it came to the physical structure of mind and body. 
Since sickness was considered the mark that God chose to raise awareness of their abnormality 
in life, the church was reluctant and would not associate with or remove the stigma. The 
churches were allowed to provide hospitals and medical missionaries. Individuals were allowed 
to seek conventional medicine. With no sense of logic the church, because of religious and 
actions of sacrament, could not be supportive of a supernatural healing ministry.” 

The reality of Spiritual healings persisted in spite of debates and uncertainty. Christians 
were able to examine other methods to problem solve the intricate issue. This became grounded 
in The Book of Common Prayer of The Church of England in “a service for the sick”. It was 
adopted unto the present time by other Protestants. A sick congregant gave notice to the minister 
of the parish. A visit was to be made to the sick person’s home with extreme unction to the 
afflicted persons. The Ministers supposedly used their office by working God’s mercy on the 
“miserable sufferer,” and after saying the Lord’s Prayer and a few Bible verses, they would pray 
for recovery of the sick. The amount of the supplications depended on the degree or extent of 
sickness, the nature of illness or the prevailing diagnosis. If the person seemed to have a chance 
of recuperating from the illness, then Hebrews 12:6 would be recited, “whom the Lord loveth, he 


chasteneth and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.” Also included were the rubrics used 
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about baptism and the grace of God for eternal life as professed in the Augustine doctrine. To 
aifirm and strengthen faith in Jesus Christ for salvation. the Apostle’ Creed was also read as 
protocol dictated. There had to be affirmation of the incarnation of Jesus to aid in the healing 


process. An additional prayer book was used until the early 1900s.°° 


HEALING AND DISPENSATIONALISM 

Church Fathers such as Martin Luther and John Calvin supported the theory of healing 
and dispensationalism. Calvin stated, “The gift of healing disappeared with the other miraculous 
powers which the Lord was pleased to give for a time, that it might render the new preaching of 
the gospel forever wonderful.” Calvin added, “Even were we to grant that anointing was a 
sacrament of those powers which were then administered by the hands of the apostles, it pertains 
not to us, to whom no such powers have been committed.”*! The reformers John Calvin and 
Martin Luther believed that healing was only dispensed to early Christians and was no longer 
available to orthodox Protestants.*? 

Karl Barth who saw the healing ministry and promising results of the great German 
healer, J.C. Blumhardt, was in communion with him. However, he stopped short on his 
documentation when he reflected on the works and manifestations of the Spirit in the lives of 
people, his conclusion being that ‘Healing was dismissed by neglect rather than denial’. Barth 


ignored Romans 15:18-19 in which Paul testified that “he was preaching the gospel through 
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signs and wonders, another way of illustrating the healing ministry in the Greek language.” In 
Barth’s writings on Church Dogmatics, The Doctrine of Creation, Barth remained objective 
about the results of J.C. Blumhardt’s ministry but he was adamant and not swayed or convinced 
that the gifts ot the Holy Spirit acted in humans to bring about miraculous changes. Some people 
were not seeking medical attention because of their alternative belief and deep Pentecostal faith. 
A committee of doctors, ministers and fervent theologians were appointed by the church to look 
at “religious quackery” by faith healers during that period as people were reluctant or stymied to 
take their sick to doctors.”* 

While God sometimes performed miracles and healing, the consensus view held that 
Christians could expect healing not available to non-Christians because Christ was victorious in 
the lives of true believers. Several theologians like Bonhoeffer, Tillich and Bultmann were the 
leaders who referred to such miracles as mythology. There was even a movement called “God is 
Dead” since God was not responding to their specification. This belief proposed that as God was 
not active in the world then there was no basis for Spiritual reality of healing. “The silent God 
would have to repeat himself”.*° 

The theory of dispensation was apparent among the more historically and high minded 
conservative ecclesiastic bodies that wanted to preserve and maintain the greatness of the New 
Testament. They were somewhat disenfranchised when they were faced with the areas that spoke 


of healing ministry which, to their way of thinking, had ceased to function in the church at that 


8 Thid., 18. 
Thid., 16-18. 


* Tid. 22. 


34 


‘ime. They explained that God had given those specitic dispensations and the magnificent works 
for a specified cause and a definite period of time. 

Martin Luther, the German monk, catholic priest, protessor of theology and figure head 
of a reformed movement during that sixteenth century Christianity, later known as the Protestant 
Reformation also admitted and staunchly supported that the raising of the dead was obsolete. In 
addition, divine healing of the sick and afflicted fell within the same category. Miracles were a 
thing of the past age. He added the essence of the gift of the Spirit was to bring the Scripture to 
focus since “now that the apostles have preached the Word and have given their writing and 
nothing more than what they have written remains to be revealed. no new and special revelation 
or miracle is necessary”.*° 

“Calvin claimed that the gift of healing disappeared with the other miraculous powers 
which the Lord was pleased to give for a time, that it might render the new preaching of the 
gospel forever wonderful. Therefore, even were we to grant that anointing was a sacrament of 
those powers which were then administered by the hands of the apostles, it ene not to us, to 
whom no such powers have been committed”.>” 

{n Calvin’s words, according to Jeffries Kent Peterson on cessationism of the gifts of the 
Spirit in the church “the gift of healing, like the rest of the miracles, which the Lord willed to be 
brought forth for a time, have vanished”. Peterson rebutted this sentiment with spiritual 


grounding and references.** 
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These two influential and powerful fathers of the church painted healing as a dispensation 
that was once given to the early church and upon their edict healing was doomed for the later 
Protestants, including Thomas Aquinas, the Orthodox churches at that time regardless of the 
view they held.” Some well-educated Christians gained courage and there was revitalization in 
the healing ministry in the church. Unfortunately, in 1956, Dr. Wade Boggs gave a detailed 
account of healing ministry and negatively impacted the resurgence. Faith healing and the 
Christian made its debut weil defined and grounded in the framework of modern orthodox 
Protestant Christianity. He showed the logic and did not waver in his precise account and widely 
held views, that faith healing had no place in the church.” In his thesis, he construed and 
acknowledged that Jesus spent the greatest part of his ministry healing the sick. He 
acknowledged that the apostles healed the afflicted in both body and mind. He supported the 
theory of dispensationalism which had been in existence. 

Several discourses surrounded and hung over the heads of the church. God allowed the 
miraculous, signs and wonders to give the Christian Church a place. However, the period ended 
for such work after construction and demonstration of renewed faith. When this became known 
he derailed the subject by explaining methodically and experientially in his article on Faith 
Healing and the Christian Faith and reviewed all the negative views that lent support to denying 
healing in the church. In his thesis he construed that in the framework of modern orthodox 
Protestant Christianity that there was no place for healing making the subject more difficult.*! 


The apparent the dispensation ceased. 
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He concluded that the healing ministry was a part of this and the teaching of Jesus had 
accomplished the mission and message of evangelism. Boggs cited that the apostles anointed 
with oil, the best medical remedy which accounted for their success as was done in the Old 
Testament. He noted that many healing came from skeptics and controversial healing groups 
whose smoke screen led to deception of the populace, deterred them from seeking conventional 
physicians when they were ill and ended up with terrible fate even death. He cited names of 
people and their religion to justify his case. He reiterated sickness and God’s displeasure in the 
Old Testament and called attention to the scripture of a thorn in Paul’s flesh. This slaughtered the 
healing ministry in the church for that period.” 

Dispensationalism divided the gift of healing which was at one time seen as a catalyst to 
sickness and wholeness. Modern theology rationalized the fact that religious healing in the 
church was no longer apparent and discounted any further positive views. However, later in the 
years people in the different cultures and value systems took a second look at problem solving, 
making rational and more logical and visionary decisions to make a concerted decision.” 

Jonathan Edwards, a philosophical theologian, highly regarded in America on the 
Cessation of the Gifts of Prophecy, noted “Though building on the foundation begun by John 
Calvin and John Owen, Jonathan Edwards took the development of the Reformed doctrine of 
cessationism to new heights. The depth and breadth of the arguments Edwards has marshaled 


against restorationism (the belief in the restoration of apostolic sign-gifts such as prophecy) 
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marks out the apogee of cessationism, which is indeed one of the main themes of his writing and 
4 matter of urgent concern for him”.** 

John McArthur ushered the same sentiments as Calvin and took his stance trom Origen, 
Chrysostom and Augustine, to show reason why the gifts ceased stated Peterson. (Although later 
in life Augustine redeemed himself and recanted his position to show anti cessationism which 
will be discussed later in this review.) 

“The gifts ceased because of the canon has been written down Miracles were only done 
by the apostles and were done only to confirm their ministry and message. After the death of the 
apostles the miracles ceased” (I Cor. 13:8). 

Dispensationalism: “The Laodicean age of the church meant that all miracles were signs 
of deception and the anti-Christ.”* Once the Scriptures were written and the church was in 
operation by the apostles, it was not essential or necessary for miracles or to affirm the works of 
the Spirit. 

Jonathan J. Bank, editor of International Bulletin of Missionary Research (BMR), gave a 
picturesque view of the miraculous. During the Protestant Reformation, Martin Luther. Huldrych 
Zevingle and John Calvin disbelieved the Catholic doctrine of the “communion of saints’. They 
devalued the saints, holy relics, pilgrimages, shrines and anything miraculous events in reference 
to them. These above reformers believed that miracles had vanished with the apostolic church. 
Lutherans and Reformed scholarly theologians held similar views of the charismata. John Calvin 


claimed the Catholics as well as Anabaptists tried to cement and falsify the doctrines with 
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erroneous claims. Charismatic prophets upbraided and challenged Luther and emphasized that 
God given new revelations to them and scripture was below their standard. Therefore, in the late 
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries during the Enlightenment, or age of reason, Skepticism 
about the miraculous was great and placed reason against scripture and popular tradition.” 

On John Calvin and the Cessation of Miraculous healing, the author, Pavel Hejzlar, 
elaborated on his and was not duly convinced on his thesis on cessationism. He noted that John 
Calvin claimed that miracles of healing no longer happened since the miracles had fulfilled their 
function of certifying the gospel when it was new and second what really mattered was the 
healing of the soul from sin. Calvin emphasized that the “embodied existence” and the role of 
sickness were the plans of God. He viewed and rejected post-apostolic miracles in all aspects and 
miraculous healings and exorcism, particularly and denounced them as “idolatrous and 
inefficient’ Calvin was one of the strong fathers of the early century who held great power in the 
church history.”” 

As recent as the late 20" century, many seminaries were teaching the ancient and 
antiquated and historical belief that the gifts of the Spirit ceased. These scholars, held the view 
that the prophetic activity was an element of the past. There was a huge divide between 
“contemporary scholars” whether to believe the alleged claim or characterize those claims as 


polemic.” It was not until the mid-twentieth century that books and writings were centered and 
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received a piace of importance. Some Jewish scholars during the middle ages held a rabbinic 
view of cessationism and looked for the Messianic prophecy.” 

Another devastating blow to divine healing, stated ‘The Banner of Truth’, came with the 
advent of B. B. Warfield, a one-time professor of Theology at the University of Princeton, who 
argued and stressed that the charismata ceased. He reasoned that the charismata “were marks of 
the apostolic church which continued only through the apostolic age and that their function was 
tied up with the apostolic witness.” Warfield continued that miracles were “part of the 
credentials of the apostles as the authoritative agents of God in founding the church. Their 
function confined them distinctively to the Apostolic Church and they necessarily passed away 
with it”.°? Warfield added that the charismata were linked to ‘divine revelation” as “its mark and 
credential’.”’ He explained that the gifts of signs, wonders and miracles only appeared when 
they were revealed. Since there was no further revelation as this was in the past era, then, 


undoubtedly or similarly, the period of the miraculous ceased in that manner.” 


Ruthven’s Counterpoint and Refuting of Cessationism 
The author, Jon M. Ruthven, professor emeritus at Regent University and faculty mentor 
at UTS, presented a scholarly and well-researched polemic on post-biblical miracles in his work, 
On the Cessation of the Charismata. “Charismata” refers to the gifts of the Holy Spirit. 
Ruthven irrevocably maintained that theologians and academia have long been influenced by 


critics of cessationism, John Calvin and Benjamin B. Warfield of Princeton University. Their 
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influence and dogma infested the Western Church and has affected other areas of the Christian’s 
devotional life. This included dogma such as contidence that God will answer prayer, the need 
for spiritual guidance, operating in spiritual gifts of signs and wonders and receiving the 
miraculous unto the time when they wrote their manuscripts. His documented research, which 
showed biblical and systematic groundings, was conducted vehemently to refute their unfounded 
reasoning and erroneous criticism. He was infuriated especially by Warfield’s polemic since 
Wartield held such an important and influencing position in the prestigious Princeton seminary 
which held the held credibility in worldview. 

Ruthven added that “Warfield’s philosophical and historiographical approach to miracles 
was derived from the Enlightenment era and from Conyers Middleton respectively”. He 
recorded several chapters from the Scriptures to support findings that the gifts of the spirit are 
real and still alive in existence. He defended his dissertation in1989 and published in the Journal 
of Pentecost theology. The cessationists, he continued, argued that the metaphor foundation of 
the apostles, prophets and Christ, required that as they died, their gifts died with them”. The 
essence of the discourse surrounded that the people who believed that the gifts of the spirit 
ceased with the death of the last apostle, cessationists, had, to a great extent, ignored the vivid 
Scriptural recordings of Spiritual gifts and prophecy as seen in (I Cor. 12:21; 14:1,5,12, 26,3 Le 

Warfield, Ruthven continued, maintained that Mt. 8:17 helped faith healers to show that 
healing was in some way guaranteed in the atonement of Christ, who bore on the cross not only 
sin but sickness: When evening came, many who were demon- possessed were brought to him 


and he drove out the spirits with a word and healed all the sick. This was to fulfill what was 
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spoken through the prophet Isaiah: He took up our infirmities and bore our diseases. The 
deliverance of the body in Rom. 8:22-23 from both sin and sickness was eschatological in nature. 
He reterred to Warfield as well as Gordon’s argument against faith healers in Counterfeit 
Miracles.” He added that Warfield made no reference to Calvin’s “saving faith” which leads to 
redemption, justification and sanctification and “miraculous faith” as described in I Cor. 12:9, by 
which miracles were performed in the name of Jesus Christ.° [In Mk 6:13 the disciples were 
endowed with supernatural power over evil spirits when Jesus commissioned them to preach the 
eminence of the kingdom of God. to heal the sick and to cure etc. The disciples returned joyfully 
and reported to Jesus that they had driven out demons, demons were subject to them, had 
anointed the sick and afflicted with oil and that they were all healed. These were not, stated 
Ruthven, “medical missionaries”; they were “empowered for spiritual battle”. The disciples 
accomplished their delegated mission of healing and curing all that were under the influence of 
evil and demonic forces.*” 

Ruthven summarized that there were two major influences that governed Warfield’s 
cessationists polemic from Calvin’s miracle polemic against Roman Catholicism and the 
Enlightenment period against “ecclesiastical miracles”. When Warfield reevaluated the 
authenticity of biblical grounding to the miraculous he came to grip with questioning himself and 
his psyche. He said that Warfield had “based his evaluation on a detached, rational examination 
of the facts”. His evaluation was based on what he previously assumed from his theological 


correlation, historical debates and questions of the credibility and not scripturally grounded.* 
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There was much emphasis placed on the New Covenant and the ethereal promise and 
‘vorkings of the Holy Spirit throughout all generation. Having an intelligent grasp of the Isaiah 
61:1-2 and Luke 4:18-19 passages were paramount for everyone to comprehend and explore the 
exegeses and hermeneutics of the passages: 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach 

to the gospel to the poor, he hath sent me to heai the broken hearted. to 

preach deliverance to the captives. and recovering of sight to the blind. to 

set at liberty them that are bruised, to preach the acceptable year of the 

Lord. 

Ruthven continued that the crucial theme of “covenant” was cemented in Acts 2: When 
the day of Pentecost had come, when Peter delivered his oration and quoted the prophecy of Joel 
linking signs and wonders, the miraculous and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on ail people. 
This was the fulfillment of the prophecy and the fulfillment of the promise of Jesus just before 
His ascension into heaven ten days before the Paraclete arrived to the Jerusalem gathering in the 
upper room according to the Scripture.” 

Divine Healing has a place in the 20° Century 

in her biography, written by Roberts Liardon, Kathryn Kuhlman was an ordained Baptist 
minister in Joliet, Illinois.° She was unique though she looked at herself as an ordinary person, 
a woman of a humble servant of the Lord who depended on the Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ. 
Through her ministry the Lord used her as a chosen vessel to perform miracles. She always 


stated that that the healings that occurred through her ministry were not of her own doing but 
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they came trom the work of God. She believed in Miracles because she believed in the 
providence ot God and God’s goodness for all. Many people all over the world were able to 
claim their healing from this vesse/ that never acknowledged claim for the healing but attributed 
that it came from the power of God and gave all the glory to God, the Creator.” 

Liardon, the author, recorded that Kathryn “was uncompromisingly sold out to God, 
loved Him with ail of her heart, served Him with all of her being and had a tremendous burden 
tor souls”. She unapologeticaily stated that helping people was the most rewarding satisfaction 
and her main purpose was the salvation of souls. Divine healing was secondary to the 
transformation of a life”. 

Her central message was salvation.“ This was because of the faith not only in the faith 
healer but also in the parents of the children and in those that received divine healing. Although 
there were also examples of mass healing demonstrations, hundreds of people were healed just 
sitting quietly in the audience, without any overt acts or actions. These miraculous events were 
due to the abundant presence of The Holy Spirit. By his presence alone, sick bodies were healed, 
even as people waited outside doors of the venue where the healing services were being held. 
Many of those healed received verification of cures from their astonished physicians. Kuhlman 
also recalled instances in her own life when she experienced the power of the Holy Ghost within 


her body and felt the connection to others being healed. She felt and received the revelation of 
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‘nstant healing. She was filled with the Holy Ghost and was able to discern the exact person who 
‘was being healed, the sickness, the affliction and in some instances the very sin in their lives. 

{n the biography, the main thrust to understanding the miracle ministry of Kuhiman was 
‘o understand the way the Holy Spirit chose to manifest during her Spiritual services wrote 
Lairdon. The “presence of the Holy Spirit” was usually “manifested in an anointed healing that 
bathed the soul and body in waves of cleansing”.” She completely yielded herself to the inner 
works and manifestations of the Holy Spirit.” She started her ministry in 1928, was granted an 
audience by Pope Paul VI in October of 1972 and was the featured speaker at the first world 
Conference on the Holy Spirit, held in Israel. 

Kuhlman, in / Believe in Miracles, demonstrated twenty cases of people who were sick 
and apprehensive about their illnesses. Their doctors said that their diseases were incurable, but 
each patient regained lasting health and happiness. This was because of the faith not only in the 
faith healer but also in the parents of the children and in those that received Divine Healing.” 

The Healing Apostle, John Alexander Dowie, against all odds, trusted in the infinite 
wisdom, power and might of the Lord and the miraculous work of God, according to author 
Roberts Liardon. He succeeded in shaping the world at the turn of the century, recorded converts 
io Christianity, in untold millions, single handedly challenged and triumphed over the great 


apostasy and lethargy during his lifetime and vehemently demonstrated scripturally that Jesus 
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Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever. ° Christian converts had a renewed and worid 
changing vision from his apostolic ministry”.”! 

As soon as Kuhlman saw that healing was provided for the believer at the same time as 
salvation, she started to understand the relationship with Christ with the Holy Spirit. She was 
unaware of peopie being healed at her meetings until she heard their testimonies. A woman was 
healed of a tumor and had gone to her doctor to confirm her healing before the meeting. A 
‘Vorld War I veteran was healed of blindness.” 

Television evangelist Benny Hinn, repeatedly states on television that Kuhlman was the 
inspiration to his divine and prophetic ministry, now featured all over the world. Kuhlman’s last 
meeting was held at the Shrine Auditorium in Los Angeles, CA, where many Hollywood 
celebrities experienced the manifestations through tearing, laughter, healing and wholeness.” 

God continued to use various people in all walks of life for God’s purposes. God spoke 
constantly to the Scotsman, Dowie and inspired him to full time ministry versus secular at the 
age of seven. As a teenager, Dowie experienced divine healing as he grew up with much ill 
health and “chronic dyspepsia”, a severe digestion problem that irritated him into his teen age 
years.” When he read the biblical reality about divine healing he prayed and asked for God’s 
mercy and was completely delivered from his affliction.” As a Congregational Denomination 


Pastor in Newton, a suburb of Sydney Australia, Dowie experienced the burial of more than 
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forty, of his congregation. within a few weeks, who were afflicted and on whom surgeons 
lectures and medical inadequacies revealed their comparison with the Word of God. He 
distinctively heard their confessions that they were only fishing and could not heal but only 
remove the diseased organ with not the best prognosis. Many patients died and his congregation 
was not immune to this awful dilemma.” 

The deciding moment came when he was visiting the sick, dying right in his presence. 
With this horrifying pandemic, he sorrowtully prayed with “bitter tears” for redemption. His 
revelation of Acts 10:38 by the Holy Ghost affirmed that “Satan was the Defiler and Jesus the 
Healer.” This revelation inspired his confidence. He declared, “God help me now to preach the 
Word to all the dying and tell them how Satan still defiles and Jesus still delivers, for He is just 
the same today”.” Not long after this prayer of petition and intercession, he heard the chilling 
call of a congregant requesting that he wasted no time but to go and pray: “Mary is dying; come 
and pray.” The patient lay and was grinding her teeth being agonized with the physician at the 
bedside. When the apostle/God’s General confirmed from Mary’s mother the reason she called 
him, she informed him that she wanted “the prayer of faith.” As he cried out to God, 
immediately, the patient’s body stood still. Her mother enquired and wondered whether Mary 
was dead. The apostle Dowie responded, “No...she would live. The fever is gone.” Momentarily 
the girl sat up in bed and ate. The girl apologized for sleeping for such a lengthy time and 
confessed how well she was feeling. Dowie then went to the rooms of her sister and brother in 


the home as the smail group gathered continued praying. Both received divine healing. From that 
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moment the Dowie’s congregation was tree from the afflicting plague. Divine healing and the 
answer to prayer and the power of the miraculous were vivid.” 

Dowie moved to Chicago, Illinois, rented the largest auditorium and started Zion 
Tabernacle. The facility held and filled 6000 seats at every service. He stated, “I believe 
without a doubt, that all of the five-fold ministries listed in Ephesians 4:11-13 are alive and well 
today”. He added that the apostolic office was not done away with when the original twelve died 
and that God did not allow His plan tor the church to die when the apostles’ mortal bodies died. 
The main theme of the New Covenant was to continue until the return of Jesus Christ, the 
Parousia. They were not bound by men’s theology, nor do his God’s promises end when men 
became scared or nervous. He concluded that there have been several instruments of God besides 
the original twelve and the gifts were still viable and prominent.” 

Besides healing, wholeness and raising the dead, to the amazement of his congregation 
during a time of severe drought of the land when he was in Australia and before going to [llinois, 
Dowie knelt down behind the pulpit and prayed incessantly with much fervency and reverence, 
“God, our Father, we have seen the distress of this land.....look upon it now in Thy mercy and 
send rain” just like in the days of the prophet Elijah. Dowie encouraged his congregation to go 
home as fast as they could before his prayers answered. However, suddenly there was a sound of 
abundance of rain which “descended in torrents.” This was exuberant, thankful divine power of 


the supernatural which was still vibrant and available in the world.” 
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According to Liardon, the Holy Spirit was also demonstrated through the works of Maria 
*Moodworth Etter. “She studied the Word and began preaching His divine will in healing. It 
didn’t take long to see that evangelism and healing went hand in hand as thousands were won to 
Christ as a result of seeing others healed.” Maria preached that the strong manifestations of the 
Holy Spirit were not new; they were essential elements of the Scripture which the Christian 
church had lost.” 

Thousands of people flocked her ministry meetings in Dallas which became the hub for 
her meetings. In spite of skeptics and cessationists. she persevered knowing that God would 
deliver His messenger from their disparaging threats. Sister Etter, as she was called, laid hands 
on a man who was diagnosed with painful, swollen and fractured ribs which were healed 
instantly. Another man lay ill suffering from tuberculosis and a fistula or false track in an open 
wound in his body. After she prayed for him, he sprung from his cot and ran to and fro in the 
crowd. That day he rode his bike home and fellowshipped with others. A man who was stricken 
painfully with cancer that ate the entire side of the man’s face also had the miraculous. His pain, 
stiffness and all the symptoms left as he was instantly healed. His next move was to go up to the 
altar, testify and give God glory for the mighty works. There were many more recordings of 
divine healing among which were the deaf hearings and the dumb being able to speak.” 

The Azusa street meetings championed by William J. Seymour, “The Catalyst of 
Pentecost” inspired blacks, whites, Hispanics and Europeans who came together as one body of 


Christ and worshipped together, crossing formerly impossible cultural boundaries in “loving 


etbid:, 55. 


*"Ibid., 64. 


* 


harmony”.” Tt was said that the power of God could be felt at Azusa even outside of the 
building. Scores of people were seen dropping into a prostrate position in the streets before they 
ever reached the mission, led by the power of the Holy Spirit.” 

Among the many people who attended the meetings around the world and witnessed the 
“spiritual phenomena” was John G. Lake. Lake noted that there were doctors, lawyers and 
professors listening to the marvelous things coming from his lips. It was what came from his 
spirit to my heart that showed me he had more of God in his life than any man I had ever met up 
to that time. It was God in him that attracted the people.™ 

Lake, “a man of healing”, grew up in Ontario, Canada, plagued and surrounded with 
sickness during his boyhood. The author of Lake’s biography noted that, Lake stated, “for 32 
years some member of our family was an invalid, during this period our home was never without 
the shadow of sicknesses”.” 

John G. Lake was anointed by God to reach the sick and the lost in miraculous ways. He 
had an incomparable outpouring of the Holy Spirit when operating through a completely yielded 
life. “The greatest missionary that appeared since the period of the early church,” was also a man 
who profoundly impacted the Northwest District with the message —even though he himself was 
never a member of the Assemblies of God. 

In the ministry of Smith Wigglesworth, “Apostle of Faith”, Lairdon wrote that “raising 


the dead was only one facet” of the anointing covering Wigglesworth, once a plumber. His 
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anointing was supertluous and his faith unending that he was able to teach the Word and lead 
many to Christ. *’ Many fell to the floor under the anointing of the Holy Spirit.* Many in his 
congregation experienced the joy of the Lord with holy laughter.” The Holy Spirit taught Smith 
the varying degrees of faith”: also that “faith couid be created with others”.” He took Hebrews 
11:6 (Without faith it is impossible to please God) and incorporated it into all of his teachings. 
He himself was divinely healed from hemorrhoids and was passionate for divine healing. A large 


scroll was painted on the wail behind his puipit emphasizing, “I am the Lord that healeth”.” 


ADDITIONAL MIRACLES AND CREDIBILITY 

Credibility of accounts of miracles in the New Testament has not been without 
controversy in the history of Christianity. Craig Keener noted that David Hume was among the 
eighteenth century philosophers who was adamant and disputed the character of miracles and 
defined them as “violations” of nature.” He referenced the teachings in seminary which did not 
educate about these, including his schools.in his introduction.“ John Wesley Keener said, spent 
more time in his evangelistic work than academia, challenging the views of cessationism from 
his contemporaries. Wesley’s journal reported many healing miracles in response to his own 


prayers even the raising of a dead man. His brother Charles was unconscious from pleurisy when 
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a woman who had a dream commanded him to get up, “In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
arise and believe and thou shalt be healed of all thy infirmities,” and he was healed instantly.” 
Another Methodist preacher, John Valton, testified that a doctor repudiated the atmosphere at 
‘Vesley’s meetings. A patient of that doctor convulsed at which time she received divine healing 
and was completely cured. Valton also testified that he saw both miracles and rainfall that 
occurred in response to prayer. There were three distinct recordings of healing of the blind. Ann 
Brooke prayed for healing and dreamed that Christ touched it.°> There are several other 
documented miracles (see Keener Vols. 1 & 2). 

The advent of Jesus Christ in the New Testament gave new birth to miracles. “Are 
miracles real?” asked Keener. According to Isaiah 61:1-2 and recorded in Luke 4:18-19, Jesus 
began his ministry. “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good 
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim that captives will be released, that the blind will 
see, that the oppressed will be set free and that the time of the Lord’s favor has come.” Jesus sat 
down, after giving back the scroll to the attendant and boldly announced that the scripture was 
fulfilled on that day. He proclaimed himself as the Messianic Hope which included miracles. 
Zechariah states “it’s not by might nor by power but by my spirit said the Lord”. 

Examples and evidence of those who experienced a divine healing or an “extraordinary 
divine action” were documented by the charismatic and non-charismatic, hundreds of millions of 
people from various continents and cultures, medical professionals, published journals, personal 
and sincere eye witnesses, as well as evidence-based analysis by the Pew Forum Survey. The 


Scripture says, “He sent his word and healed them of their destructions” (Psalms 107:20). 
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in Matthew 4:23-25, Matthew 10:1-8 and Mark 6:7-11 Jesus called his disciples and 
empowered them to heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead and cast out demons. Jesus 
himseif taught of unwavering and profound “faith” as “a grain of mustard seed to do greater 
‘works than these shall he do, because I go unto my father.” Jesus also promised to send the Holy 
Spirit, comforter, to abide within us. John 14:21 Jesus promised to manifest himself in believers. 
Jesus also sent out another seventy disciples with the message of the gospel mission and 
instructions to go into the villages where he was to follow, Luke 10:1-16. 

The great commission calls us to discipleship and knowing Him as Lord. John 16:7-15, 
speaks of the office of the comforter as faith in Christ is professed. There are numerous 
documented miracles in the New Testament. However, this shows the promises that were made 
by Jesus to bring about the supernatural when the conventional failed. God’s words would never 
return so God cared about people and their suffering and wanted us to accept His love. As John 
i0:10 reads, I am come that they might have life and have it more abundantly. Further, John 
6:63 states, “it is the spirit that quickeneth or makes alive.” The reversal of death and the 
miraculous cited remain credible to the present day. 

We know that the flesh profits nothing, but Jesus said, “The words that I speak unto you 
are the Spirit and they are life. In John 14:12, he who believes in my “greater works” than these 
will he do. The proclamation not of materialism, but the gospel would be propagated 
throughout the world because of the Holy Spirit who would reveal the truth to us. Hebrews 4:12 
“The Word of God is quick and more powerful than any double edged sword”. His word can cut 
through our joints and marrow, until it discovers the desires and thoughts of our hearts. God sees 
everything. Besides receiving our salvation, Christians need to believe God (Mark 11:22) by 


renewing of our minds, or changing our way of thinking; then we will be able to operate in the 


same spirit that resurrected Jesus Christ and claim our blessing and healing. The gifts of the 
Spirit are meant for the edification of all of us. However, the meaning and performance are 
misunderstood by those who have not seen the demonstration or had the experience and public 
manifestation and phenomena of the Holy Spirit. 

Sometimes there seems to be insensitivity and an extinguishing of the Spirit when it does 
not occur in a Spirit filled environment but in a ritualistic setting. Lack of faith and a belief 
system, which are essential to experiencing this phenomenon. should not invalidate the 
experience or cause it to be interpreted as cessationism. The author, Jon Ruthven should be 
commended for his inspiration on his exhaustive Scriptural documentation and tireless work 
which call for the end of cessationism. Believers need to arise and shine because Jesus the Light 
of the world has come and has sent the Comforter. This is the foundation and the landing to the 
entire theological landscape, the New Covenant and the great commission of Jesus Christ and a 
world changer of believers. 

Continuing the unfinished work that he intended to do, Ruthven wrote and gave an 
overview of the problem in his book, What’s Wrong with Protestant Theology?. As an ingenious 
traditional polemic theology versus Protestantism he suggested that for theology to be truly 
biblical, it must be synthesized with the emphasis of the Bible with those documentation rather 
than simply using selected portions of Scriptures to quote and suit its purpose. The emphasis of 
the Bible (the central mandate) is for one to hear and listen to the voice of God and mirror God. 
The central message and essence of the Bible centers on the process of the Spirit revealing God’s 
will and imbedding it within the heart. Protestant tradition, as the writer envisioned, was geared 
towards preparation for the end of life rather than living the life of faith. The intellectualizing of 


Christianity has shaped Protestant further to the left than Catholicism to the point where right 
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Selief has become excessively more important than profound faith and yielding to the channeling 
of the Holy Spirit. 

Ruthven reminded his readers that the education of the works of the Spirit were absent 
in many seminaries trom experience and cailed for a change in the curriculum to demonstrated 
what true biblical discipleship program entails with a retlection of Jesus as we are the people of 
His pasture. This would preclude many skepticism and believers both Catholics and Protestants 
would be knowledgeable, equipped and armored thereby raising the banner of Christian 
discipleship and evangelism to bring about change in a divided world.in a divided world.” 

This writer believes that the education of the Holy Spirit which is absent in many of the 
Christian body will shed light to those in darkness and validate with authenticity that divine 
healing, an integral part of salvation, God’s inherent medicine, is extremely potent than 
conventional medicine with zero side effect if taken as prescribed.” 

Forging a renewed Hebraic and Pauline Christianity: In a synopsis of De Artega’s work 
written for the author’s class, the author synthesized that throughout the ages, the history of 
Christianity has been a complex and intricately Apostolic theologies. There have been constant 
debates on the importance and relevance of the work of the Holy Spirit, the establishment and 
importance of the formalized church and the evolving role the congregation played various 
worship services. Evolution in each individualized person’s role in the church reached out to 
refresh the methods in place for connecting with parishioners. Many elements continued to 
develop and cement their presence in the worship service (i.e. reading of Bible texts, singing of 


hymns and Psalters, liturgical dancing, lifting up of holy hands as the congregation becomes 


°° Yon Ruthven, “Ruthven School Notes.” (class notes. United Theological Seminary, January 2011). 
"" tbid. 


°*$ Ruthven, What's Wrong with Protestant Theology?, 24-25 


Una 
nh 


spirit filled). Different denominations tend to restrict their teachings to the limits of their 
@xperiences and doctrine. A key element to De Arteaga’s book provided a comprehensive 
review of the ever constant conflict between the old and the new and the need for radical change 
in Seminaries to equip seminarians with the correct gospel manuscript written by inspired men of 
God and not individualized theological and ecumenical doctrines.” 

Regarding the manifestations, De Arteaga explained that Calvin’s cessationism 
unintentionally destroyed the capacity for Spiritual discernment. Christians throughout history 
nave had unusual spiritual experiences, but reformed theology would be quick to dismiss them 
because no present day mystical experiences would be of the Lord. '” 

Gary Greig’s work illustrating the Kingdom and Power denoted that the five Epistles do 
devote explicit attention to the gifs of the Spirit (Rm. 12:3-8; I Cor. 12-14; Eph. 4:1-16; 1 Thess. 
5:19-22; 1 Pet. 4:10-11). Paul’s primary emphasis and concern was to build faith and exemplify 
character. “They were written to believers by people who had ministered to them and who deeply 
cared to see them spiritually established so as to be able to live productively in communion with 
in the Christian community and in society. In other words, Epistles had a primary focus; and it 
‘was other than supernatural gifting. The focus was on character development and godly 
living”.'° 

The New Covenant is radically different from the Old Covenant. The purpose of the Law 
was to identify actions or motives that would cause separation from God. When we develop a 


relationship with God past sins are forgiven because the goal of the Law, which is fellowship 


°° Jon Ruthven, "Forging a renewed Hebraic and Pauline Christianity," (Synopsis of William De Artega’s 
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‘vith God, has been actualized. There is no longer a set of directives or laws that God’s people 
must obey. Rather, it is a whole new paradigm of living in maturity and constant communication 
with God through God’s Spirit living in us. Under the Old Covenant the Law served as the 
pedagogue for obedience. Under the New Covenant the Holy Spirit writes the law directly into 
our hearts in a dynamic/relational way (Heb 8:10). God’s Son was sent “so that the requirement 
of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the 
Spirit” (Rom 8:4). “But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law” (Gal 5:18). The 
anointing of the Holy Spirit is the foundational core of teaching and doctrine in each believer's 
life. Undoubtedly, this revelation-based teaching of the Spirit is to be augmented by instruction 
and teaching from other mature believers. 

Cindy Guenther Brown, an associate professor of religious studies, in attempting to 
introduce “The Magisteria of Science and Religion” in her edition of ‘Testing Prayer, Science 
and Healing’, noted that in the US, polls allude to the fact that most Americans believe in the 
healing power of prayer.'” She gave a detailed record of Gallup Polls in 1966 where 77 percent 
of respondents agreed that “God sometimes intervenes to cure people who have illness,” and 82 
percent affirmed, “The healing power of personal prayer.” She continued that 82 percent 
affirmed “the healing power of personal prayer”. In 1977, surveys showed that 94 percent of 
health maintenance organizations executives believed that an individual’s prayer can contribute 
to their” medical treatment and accelerate recovery”. In addition, a 2004 survey revealed that 73 


percent of the physicians surveyed believed that miraculous healing persist today, as well as 


‘ Candy Gunther Brown, Testing Prayer: Science and Healing (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University 
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when people become sick and conventional medicine fails, people look to prayer trom ail walk 
and circumstances in life to resort of some sort of redemptive prayer for cure or wholeness.” 

Brown cited the abundant miraculous blessing occurring in Toronto, Canada with Global 
Awakening and Iris Ministries" and the mirage of media, social network and prominent 
television personalities who enquire curiously and wanted to either quench their thirst or satisfy 
their insatiable appetite for the realism of divine healing and the miraculous in this postmodern 
age. ' 

Brown showed many discourses from Kathryn Kuhlman who showed a series of 
supernatural healing trom the daughter of cancer researcher, Richard Owellen, M.D., PhD., 
professor and statf doctor at Johns Hopkins Hospital and another renowned cardiovascular 
physician, H. Richard Casdorph, M.D., PhD., F.A.C.P. who endorsed Kuhlman’s ministry by 
publishing before and after photographs of x-rays, laboratory films and medical reports of ten 
people whose real names and identity were made public. Diseases such as bone and kidney 
cancer, cancerous brain tumor, rheumatoid and/or osteoarthritis, osteoporosis, multiple sclerosis, 
massive gastrointestinal hemorrhage.'” 

Televangelist Benny Hinn emulated Kuhlman and Casdorph in which physician, Donald 
Colbert M.D., also showed and affirmed Hinn’s miraculous healings in 1993. A patient, David 
Lane, was diagnosed with adenocarcinoma of the rectum confirmed by rectal biopsy by a 
colorectal surgeon. He was and given thirty days to live without surgery and or three months 


with surgery. Against all odds the patient decided not to endure of the treatment suggested. He 
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instead attended a Benny Hinn healing service and claimed his healing. Lane returned to his 
loctor nine months later he went to the doctor for an appendectomy. The doctor wrote on his 
chart “free of metastatic cancer.” Other disease documented were cerebral hypersensitivity, a 
cerebral pseudo tumor which causes blindness. bladder cancer which had spread throughout the 
body, lupus, Hodgkin’s disease, thoracic outlet syndrome, pulmonary vascular hypertension, 
coronary artery disease and congenital hearing impairment.’” Several miraculous events take 
place outside the US just as well. However, documentation has been lacking." 

Sid Roth, host of /t’s Supernatural! T.V., noted that they received more reports of 
miracles when Hunter was his guest on his show than from all other interview. Joan Hunter was 
endorsed by Marilyn Hickey, the Founder and President of Marilyn Hickey Ministries. Hunter 
encouraged people to live a Spirit filled life encouraged to put our trust in His direction, His 
Word and His Spirit. When the miraculous happen it would never be forgotten.'” She added. 
“Healing is a way of life.” When one understands the full concept of being truly led, filled with 
and directed by the Holy Spirit, one would never doubt that God wrote every word in the Holy 
Bible through inspired vessels, “he hasn’t stopped speaking or working through His children”. 
All new revelations and new insights come from Him. His miracles continue to this day. He “is 
the same yesterday, today and forever” (Hebrews13:8). She outlined several testimonies, 
affirming divine healing, the laying on of hands and elaborated on many authenticated work of 


the Holy Spirit unto this present day of this 21" century.'” 
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John Wimber and Kevin Springer, of the Vineyard Ministries, in their collaboration 
Power Healing wrote “healing is tor the whole person’.''’ A key factor of determining the 
extent of divine healing is our understanding of the nature of humanity. The Old Testament 
asserts that our humanity is an essential unity, body and soul being different aspects of our 
makeup that is “unity”.''? Since the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ assures us of salvation, 


redemption of our humanity is ascertained. 


IMPLICATIONS FOR A HEALING MINISTRY 
Healing of the spirit, healing of the effects of past hurts, healing of the demonized and 
mental illnesses, healing of the body and healing of the dying and the dead which include both 
comforting and strengthening of those experiencing the dying process and also raising the 
dead.’ 

Francis MacNutt, Ph.D. in his work exhorted in ‘Healing’ writes: “a belief in prayer for 
healing as well as a recognition that God also cures through the skill of the doctor and through 
drugs”. '* Medicine and prayer are not opposed, but the doctor, the nurse/CNP, the pharmacist 
and the person with the gift of healing all together form the healing team of God.” It is not 
conceivable that the truth of scripture would be contrary to the truth of science.'"* 


The early Christians ministered in the power of the Holy Spirit. They faced many 


opposition and persecution. They were on fire for the Living God, people who have been 
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“turning the worid upside down” (Acts 17:6). Bible revivals. awakenings and Luke’s narrative in 
the gospel are normative today.'® 

Randy Clark, an evangelist and founder of Global Awakening, testitied of several 
miracles when he was used as the instrument. His first belief came at the age of sixteen when he 
witnessed a tumor, the size of a watermelon shrunk to the size of an orange removed from his 
Sunday school teacher. None of it adhered so it was easily removed and she was completely 
healed.'” 

Clark reminded everyone that “there is more,” goes into depth and invites his audience 
to reclaim the Power of impartation, which this author has shared and witnessed the miraculous 
in his anointed meetings which are held worldwide.'* 

The New Covenant is radically different from the Old Covenant. The purpose of the Law 
was to identify actions or motives that would cause separation from God. When we develop a 
relationship with God past sins are forgiven because the goal of the Law, fellowship with God, 
has been actualized. There is no longer a set of directives that God’s people must obey. Rather, it 
is a whole new paradigm of living in maturity and constant communication with God through 
God’s Spirit living in us. Under the Old Covenant the Law served as the pedagogue for 
obedience. Under the New Covenant the Holy Spirit writes the law directly into our hearts in a 
dynamic/relational way (Heb 8:10). God’s Son was sent “so that the requirement of the Law 


might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit” (Rom 


8:4). “But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law” (Gal 5:18). The anointing of 
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the Holy Spirit is the foundational core of teaching and doctrine in each believer’s life. 
Undoubtedly, this revelation-based teaching of the Spirit is to be augmented by instruction and 
teaching from other mature believers. 

The New Covenant opened the channel for each believer to have direct and intimate 
communication with God. “My sheep hear my voice and I know them and they follow Me. 


Healing is the bread of the children. 


CHAPTER THREE 


THEORETICAL FOUNDATION 


This three-part chapter will endeavor to establish a theoretical foundation as it pertains to 
the ministry project. First, the biblical foundation wiil analyze the biblical emphasis of the New 
Covenant. The mission is to look to Jesus Christ who is our Redeemer and who has brought us 
salvation, healing, abundance and the gift of fertility at the cross. The central focus is Jesus 
Christ, discipleship and his resurrection. This is the “truth” and the foundation, upon which our 
salvation is assured as we confess our “faith” with our mouths and believe with our hearts that 
God raised Him from the dead on the third day. The text will be Isaiah 61:1-2 and Luke 4:18-19 
as demonstrated in the biblical foundation with exegeses and hermeneutics. 

Nelson’s Bible Dictionary defines the word “disciple” as a student, learner or pupil. 


Isaiah used the term “disciples” to refer to those who are taught or instructed (Isaiah 8:16).’ 


Harper Collins defines “disciple” as the Greek for learner, an apprentice or pupil attached to a 
teacher or movement, one whose allegiance is to the instruction and commitments of the teacher 


or movement. Closely parallel to rabbinic custom, most 
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New Testament references to “disciple” designate tollowers of Jesus, often a large group, 
including both his closet associates (the twelve) and a large number who followed with varying 


positive response (Luke 6:17).! 


This paper will combine biblical, historical and theological foundations to examine 
whether divine healing is relevant at Covenant United Methodist Church UMC). It will further 
explore in what ways people celebrate and appreciate the ministry in this context statistically and 
clinically. There will be evidence based qualitative analysis with teachings, prayers with both 


pre and posttests of the knowledge and faith among believers and conventional medicine. 


The question is: Is there credence to divine healing and the manifestation of the Holy 


Spirit in CUMC? The assumption wiil be made that the people in CUMC are believers. 


THE BIBLICAL FOUNDATION 

The author’s D. Min focus group is, The Power of the Cross: The Biblical and Practical 
Role of The Holy Spirit's Power and Gifts in Fully Proclaiming the Gospel. The shared focus of 
our group is to evaluate methods of Christian discipleship, based on the contents of the disciple’s 
call and their commissioning accounts (Mk 3; 6; Mt 10; Lk 9; 10; Mt 28:19-20). More 
specifically, we are pursuing the training and equipping believers to operate in the gifts of the 
Spirit (signs & wonders, charismata) for evangelism and edification. As Paul states in Ephesians 
4:12, many of the dissertations investigate the effectiveness of such training programs in a 


variety of settings, representative the kingdom of God. 


' Achtemeier, Paul J.. The Harper Collins Bible Dictionary (San Francisco, CA: Harper Collins Publishers, 
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“Covenant United Methodist Church is a medium sized United Methodist church located in Springfield, 
Ohio. It’s the product of a merger between two smailer size churches that were both uniquely suffering from 
reductions in membership and tithes, in conjunction with an aging congregation. 


The central focus of the author’s doctoriai work is to train the church congregation to 
minister and function in gifts of the Holy Spirit within the church realm. outside the walls of the 
church and to the nations of the world. The purpose of this project is to pursue, establish, train 
and equip believers in Christ to operate under the influence of the Holy Spirit so that they may 
utilize and benefit from New Testament healing models that are normative in the traditional 
church culture and modern society. The goal is the development of a twenty-first century 
discipleship model of power healing and power evangelism, which mirrors the discipleship 
model demonstrated by the mission of Christ, the early church and throughout the histories of 
both Christianity and Judaism. 

This section will discuss and develop the biblical foundation for the ministry of healing, 
beginning with an exegetical study of Isaiah 61:12 in the Old Testament and then transitioning 
into the New Testament examining Luke 4:18-19 which parallels the Isaiah passage. New 
Testament Commissioning accounts from the books of Matthew and Mark will show that the 
gifts of the Spirit are available to all mankind in the modern age, even after the last apostolic age, 
when the last apostle died.? 

The Old Testament 
Theme: Isaiah 61:1-2 
The book of Isaiah is a “miniature of the Bible” in the Old Testament. The purpose was 


to give clarity to God’s message in Israel. The core message of the section of the book is one 


coming judgment upon Israel and captivity because of sin and apostasy judgment on several 


* The term cessationist or cessationism designates the position that miracles ceased or were terminated at or 
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Gentile nations with final restoration of Israel under their messiah. He was to warn them of 
judgment for continued sin and to reveal God’s tinal redemption of them in complete restoration 
under their coming messiah eternaily.‘Isaiah is placed at the head of the prophetic books. No 
other books are comparable to Isaiah’s tremendous vision of God and glory for the children of 
God until the revelation of St. John in The New Testament. Isaiah is said to be the greatest of all 
those that came before him.* The last section (3) of Isaiah speaks of a time when the people 
were in Jerusalem and needed reassurance that God was going to fulfill his promises to the 
nation. Isaiah raised concern for justice, righteousness, sacrifice, Sabbath observance and prayer. 
Similarly, Isaiah 61:1-2 expressed this passage to which Jesus Christ of Nazareth would later use 
as a quote.° 
The Text: Isaiah 61:1-2 

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed 

me to preach the good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up 

the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and the opening of 


the prison to them that are bound. To proclaim the acceptable year of the 
Lord, and the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all that mourn”.’ 


Exegesis 


The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me. The prophets had the spirit of God moving them 
at times, both instructing them what to say and causing them to deliver the message with 


exuberant joy and conviction. Christ had this same spirit always laying on him. When Jesus 


*Fennis Jennings Dake, Dake Annotated Reference Bible-Kjv, annotated edition ed. (Lawrenceville, GA: 
Dake Bible Sales, 2010), 1220. 


* David Alexander and Pat Alexander, Eerdman's Handbook to the Bible (New York. NY: Eerdmans 
Publishing, 1973), 377. 


* Various, Good News Bible with Deuterocanonicals/apocrypha Today's English Version, Second Edition 
ed. (New York, NY: Catholic Bible Press, 1993), 1012. 
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began to execute his ‘prophetical office of the spirit’, the Holy Spirit descended upon him in the 
form of a dove.’ This is the spirit of which he spoke to those that he sent out to prociaim the 
same glad tiding when he gave them their commissioning. He entreated them to, “receive you the 
Holy Ghost”.’? The Spirit of God is upon me, because the Lord God has anointed me. The 
Redeemer was called the Messiah, the Christ, because he was anointed with the oil of gladness 
above the other prophets.'°He has sent me. The Messiah was appointed and ordained to be a 
preacher and also to execute the office of prophetic ministry. He was compeiled to preach good 
tidings (the gospel) to the meek. penitent, those that showed humility and those that were poor in 
spirit. To these group of people, the messiah would tell of the glad tidings of a Redeemer will 


absolutely be good tidings." 


To bind up the brokenhearted: He was to be a healer. Those whose hearts were broken 
for sin, who truly showed humility, under the sense of guilt and dread of wrath, would be taught 
the gospel of Christ with understanding. This teaching and sharing of the good news would allay 
their fears and bring them relief, comfort and ease.'? He was to be a deliverer. He was sent as a 
prophet to preach, as a priest to heal and as a kind to make proclamations. These proclamations 
would be peace to his friends.” Proclaim liberty to the captives, as Cyrus did to the Jews in 


captivity and the opening of the prison to those that were bound." 
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Since by the guilt of sin we are bound over to the justice of God. Christ assures us that he 
has paid our debt to divine justice. He also assures us that God accepts His satisfaction and wants 
‘ts to give ourselves to Him and accept Him for what he did on the cross. In doing so, we may, by 
faith, claim our pardon. There is and shall be no condemnation in us according to the riches of 
Jesus Christ.'* Because we are dominated by sin under the power of Satan, Christ lets us know 
that he has conquered Satan and provided sufficient grace to help us to shake off the ‘yoke of sin 
and release ourselves from the bands of yoke that were choking us.’!°By the Son and Spirit we 
ure set free. This is the proclamation of the gospel and similar to the blowing of the trumpet, 
proclaiming the great year of release.'? This alludes to the acceptable year of the Lord because it 
publishes full-unmerited grace and an acceptable year as it brings glad tiding to all. This is a 
more than welcome tidings to those people who are concerned about their own souls and 
salvation.'"The day of vengeance of our God. This is the proclamation of Christ against his 
enemies on sin and Satan, death and hell and all the powers of darkness, ail of these would be 
destroyed by Christ in order to free us and give us deliverance. Christ was triumphant at these at 
the cross and on the children of men who rejected Christ.’ To comfort all who mourn. Since he 
was sent to be a comforter, he would be a preacher, a healer and a deliverer. He would comfort 
ail that looked to and sought him and not the world for their solace and comfort. Just as blessings 


out of Zion arc spiritual blessings, so mourners in Zion are holy mourners, if they take their 
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sorrows to the mercy seat and the throne of grace to find mercy and peace.” 
Carist has appointed these mournful followers by his gospel and will give them joy by his 
spirit. His consoling graces will not only support them during their sorrows, but will also give 


them happiness and unspeakable, everlasting joy and peace of mind. 
Hermeneutics 


Isaiah’s providence was to foretell the deliverance of the Jews out of Babylon.’ There is 
4 promise that the decays of the church of Christ shall be repaired. Those other outside the 
Jewish realm would be serviced by the church and be included. The church will be a royal 
priesthood, maintained by the riches of the Gentiles. The church will have joy instead of her 
shame and sorrow; that the affairs will prosper and all will enjoy the blessings of God even those 
in posterity. It is hoped that the Church of Christ will flourish in its Spiritual glories in the same 
manner as the prosperity Jews experienced after their return. Righteousness and salvation will 


dweil eternally among the people of God as they rejoice and give thanks to God.” 


{n this Isaiah passage, the prophet is the figure and representative of the grace of Jesus 
Christ, the messiah. He is the leader in his province prophesying of deliverance of the Jews.” 


Jesus also quoted these words in Luke as he read to the people in the synagogue.” He stopped in 
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the middle of Isaiah after the words, “the time of the Lord’s favor has come”. After Jesus 
rolled up the scroll, he said. “The Scripture you’ve just heard has been fulfilled this very day!” 
(Lk 4:21). The following phrase in Isaiah 61:2, “and with it the day of God’s anger against their 
enemies,” will be realized and be here when Jesus returns to earth again. We are now operating 
under God’s favor and his wrath will be in the future and during the parousia.~° 

“The day of God’s anger against their enemies” (NLT) corresponds with, “the day of 
vengeance of our God.” (NKJV) Isaiah’s prophecy will be transitioned into the gospel found in 
Luke 4:18-19 to show how the Isaiah passage parailels with the central mission of Jesus. The 
messiah was to be a planter for the church. which is referred to as God’s husbandry. Christ’s 
duty was to make us God’s people serviceable to him as living trees, planted in the house of the 
Lord, flourishing and receiving the blessing. We are to glorify God, renounce Satan and depend 
on God for our sustenance, healing and wholeness.”’ Isaiah was speaking as a divine 
commission. He was concerned of the deeds of the people against God and prophesized that God 
was willing to take them back on God’s term and give them life. Jesus, the promised Messiah, 
would later use part of Isaiah’s pericope. 

New Testament 

Jesus had just completed his assaults in the wilderness after being tempted by Satan of 
the legalisms. Jesus defended himself against the legalistic and materialistic temptations by 
quoting from the Old Testament scriptures. He proceeded to Nazareth, his hometown, after being 


strengthened by the Holy Spirit in the wilderness to prepare for the launching out of his ministry. 


* Isa. 61:2 (NKJV). 


* Life Application Study Bible NIT, 2nd ed. (Carol Stream, IL: T yndale House Publishers, Inc., 2004), 


1540. 
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ie made a formal journey to his synagogue and gave his inaugural revolutionary message, 


embodying it with acts of grace, healing, hospitality forgiveness and reconciliation. 
Luke 4:18-19, The Text: Summary of Jesus’ mission 


The spirit of the Lord is upon me because he hath anointed me to preach 

the gospel to the poor: he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to 

preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to 

set at liberty them that are bruised. To preach the acceptable year of the 

Lord.* 

Jesus was revolutionary to the crowd. He proceeded to close the book and gave it back to 
the minister (attendant) and sat down per protocol. He then proclaimed that on that day was the 
Scripture fulfilled in their ears.” Jesus continued that they would say to him, “Physician, heal 
thyself! Whatever we have heard done in Capernaum, do also here in your country.”*° He also 
made references and stated that a prophet is not without honor except in his own country, among 
his own relatives and in his own house.*'Perhaps it was providential that Jesus took his text from 
the Isaiah message. That part of the scripture was very descriptive of the messiah and gave a full 
account of the work that he came to fulfill and the central message to complete in this world, the 
Kingdom of God and his righteousness as foremost in our lives.” Jesus laid out a blueprint and 


roadmap for his itinerant and short mission. He gave his followers daily hope, a feeling of 


belonging and freedom from the restrictive Mosaic Law to spiritual freedom that was selfless.°° 


8 Luke 4:19 (NKJV). 
* Acts 13:29 (NKJV). 
°° Matt. 4:13, 13:54 (NKJV). 
*! Mark 6:4: Jn 4:44 (NKJV). 
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His central mission for every believer is to present Jesus in healing, exorcism, love and 
‘orgiveness of sin. Luke’s Gospel in the New Interpreter’s Bible. to bind up the brokenhearted is 
omitted in the NIV and NRSV of the text. Luke also changed the verb in Isaiah 58:6 to the 
infinitive to coincide with the context. The word me refers to Jesus and emphasizes his role of 
ministry “to bring good news, to proclaim, to let go free and to proclaim.” Jesus did not 
continue to finish the [saiah 61:2 and the day of vengeance of our God. The reference to the 
anointing of the spirit is in sync with the baptism of Jesus found in Luke 4:18-19. The anointing 
of Jesus by his Father strengthens him and was not a separate anointing. The anointing explains 
the significance of The Holy Spirit at this baptismal time and gives confirmation of the authority 
Jesus was delegated in the text. Matthew’s gospel states two points in the Sermon on the Mount, 
the beatitudes, from this core passage. 

The magnificence is indebted to the Lord for lifting up the lowly and 
sending the rich empty away.** Jesus followed and made the statement come alive when he 
pronounced the blessing of God on the poor (Lk 6:20) and fulfills his charge bringing the good 
news to the poor in John 7:22. The Lukan version of the gospel shows Jesus’ compassion for the 
poor. (Lk 14:13, 21; 16:20, 22; 18:22; 21:3). The term capative, aichmalotoi, does not appear 
anywhere in the New Testament. Luke uses release, aphesis, just for forgiveness of sins (Is 
58:6). Jesus released oppressed people from bondage, economic struggles, physical, ailments, 


political, condemnation and from that, which was demonic. Acts 8:22-23, shows that forgiveness 
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of sins is related to release from bondage and unrighteousness or lawlessness.”” 

In Isaiah 35:5; 42:6-7, the fulfillment of God’s promise to Israel prophetic vision is 
associated to the restoration of sight to the blind in Luke. When Jesus restored sight to the blind 
man, he metaphoricaily fulfilled God’ work of salvation as was in the vision of Isaiah. ** Jesus 
was the fulfillment of a light to the Gentiles. J ésua’ followers are to emulate his example and be 
the light and support for others.’ The proclamation of the years of the Lord’s favor parallel’s 
Isaiah 61 and The Year of Jubilee in legislation proclaiming liberty to all the people of the land.*° 
Many believe that Jesus was actually proclaiming the observance of the year of Jubilee through 
nis reading of Isaiah 61 but may not be the case. ~The year of the Lord’s favor corresponds of the 
kingdom of God."' According to Henry, “proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord corresponds to 
the day of salvation”.’Andrew Park in his writings of Triune Atonement notes, “By sending the 
Paraclete, Jesus was able to do much more than he could during his lifetime.* Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in one will, also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father”.“ “The 
Paraclete,” he continues, “transcends time and space; guiding people to truth and light, healing 


the hearts of the injured and teaching and instructing people about the word and directions about 
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the kingdom of God. The term “paraclete’ etymologically means called to one’s side, comforter, 
healer, intercessor, or advocate. The brave or strong (fortis in Latin) comforter gave disputed 
people encouragement, boldness. fearless and demonic and impenetrable.” 

Jesus’ ministry brought to the forefront that his time had come to liberate the 
impoverished and oppressed. This completion of his mission would proclaim the fulfillment of 
scripture and the hope, consolation and redemption of Israel through the Son of God. Social 
concerns, social justice and the end of oppression would be his legacy. Jesus was radical and 
inclusive during his mission. This was a paradigm shift for the Jewish people who claimed 
ownership of the God of Israel and the blessing. Jesus demonstrated during his life and ministry 
that the grace of God was not limited by boundaries of nation, church, group, race or 
socioeconomic status, but was without limit. 

The Works of Jesus 

Jesus spent most of his time praying to his father, healing the sick and driving out 
demons. After sunset, in the evening, the people brought Jesus all the sick and demon-possessed. 
He healed many who had various diseases and drove out many demons.*’ Jesus taught that the 
kingdom of God is God’s ruling in power and usurping the rule and reign of Satan. Romans 
14:17 states, “The kingdom of God is not food and drink, but righteousness, peace and joy in the 
Holy Spirit.” I Corinthians 4:20, “The kingdom of God does not consist in talk but in power 
(dunamis = miracle power). The kingdom of God defined as dunamis is equivalent or translated 


to healing, exorcism signs and wonders, repentance and power over evil and sin.” 


° Park, Triune Atonement: Christ's Healing for Sinners, Victims and the Whole Creation, 66. 
* Thid., 61. 
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The kingdom’s mission assuredly was righteousness, the life of faith, hearing and 
obeying God and his commission.” Peace is not the end of war, but wholeness, health, harmony 
and more abundant blessings. Joy or faith is a taste of heaven (at your right hand is fullness of 
joy). The Holy Spirit is the empowering with miracle and revelation (a prophet mighty in deed 
and word).*° The mission did not embrace food and drink, but carrying out the work of God by 
not keeping legalistic religious rules as the Scribe and Pharisees. Jesus sent out his disciples and 
told them to proclaim, “The Kingdom of Heaven is near: heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the 
‘epers, cast out demons. You received without paying, give without pay”.” 

When Jesus sent out the seventy disciples the numbers represented God’s chosen people, 
on whom God’s spirit would be poured.” Their mission was to announce the kingdom of God, 
that is, God’s ruling in the hearts of mankind and the dominion over Satan and the power of 
darkness, exorcism. sickness and the ruins of the world. They were to live off the land and be 
appreciative of the love and kindness shown to them. Jesus gave them authority to tread over 
serpents and scorpions and over all their enemies.” This is the same authority given to the 
apostles after the resurrection.*“Jesus also told his followers he appointed to follow in his 
company and footsteps. He sent them out in pairs to preach the eminence of the kingdom of God 


and to have power and authority to cast out demons and depose Satan.**The meaning of the 


Rom. [:18 (NKJV). 
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‘ollowing passage is citation from Professor Jon Mark Ruthven’s cohort notes.** The number 
iwelve represents the New Israel of God and the church, which includes the universe. To have a 
loving relationship means modeling a certified copy of the life of Jesus. To be sent out to 
announce or preach signifies the immediate presence of the kingdom. To have authority 
{exousia) over demons signifies kingdom conquering of Satan and his follows and the restoration 
of his counterfeit dominion.” Luke tells us that crowds followed Jesus when they learned of his 
teachings and the miracles he was performing. He welcomed the throngs of people, taught them 
about the kingdom principles and cured those who were hurting and needed healing from their 
infirmities.* “When Jesus is teaching about the kingdom of God he is “training” people for 
entrance into the realm of God’s healing, exorcising and saving power.”*°In Matthew, Jesus 
appeared to his disciples and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 
to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the son and of the Holy Spirit. Teaching them to observe ail things whatsoever I have 
commanded you: and lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world”. 

Jesus affirmed the disciples, cemented their authority over demons and sicknesses and 
they were to therefore make apostles like Jesus did, immersing them in the life, power and 
charisma of God. Disciples strive to be an exact replica of their teachers. Consequently, they had 


abilities similar to Jesus, their teacher, to replicate and extend his work. He promised to be with 


* Professor Jon Mark Ruthven, PhD is a professor of theology at United Theological Seminary in Dayton, 
Ohio. He has also written several highly acclaimed books on theology, cessationism, and related topics. 
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them throughout the ages unto his second coming. Where two or three are gathered together in 
iis name he will be in the midst and grant their requests.” 

Just as Jesus was ascending into heaven, he again reminded and informed his followers of 
the coming of the comforter. He said the disciples would receive supernatural power, revelation. 
prophecy healing power and conviction of sin and they would testify about these miracles and 
deliverance in Jerusalem and surrounding cities extending unto the uttermost parts of the earth 


world. This was fulfilled at Pentecost. 


Peter gave his inaugural speech and defended accusations of inebriation of new wine. 
Three thousand converts were added to the Jerusalem church on that day. Later, the apostle 
AAnanias laid hands on Saul of Tarsus, whose name was changed to Paul, the apostle. The 
purpose of Paul’s calling was to serve and bear witness to things they had seen Jesus do, the 
power encounters that reveal Jesus and to testify before kings and the gentile people as told by 
ihe Holy Spirit of Jesus in Acts. Acts states, that the apostles did many miraculous signs and 
wonders among the people and all who believed met together and fellowshipped. The church 


worked unselfishly as the Holy Spirit worked among and within them.” 


Biblical Conclusion 
There is immeasurable greatness and blessings in store for everyone as prayer and 
supplications are made in the name of Jesus Christ. Throughout the remaining books of The New 


Testament, the apostles recorded the raising of the dead, signs, wonders and miracles, a 


*! Matt, 18:20 (NKJV). 
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testimony that separates Jesus from the pagan gods. They were assured of Jesus’ presence 
‘hrough the Holy Ghost in the midst of their storms. 

Hebrews 2:3 states, “How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation: which at first 
oegan to be spoken by the Lord and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him.” The word 
was declared through Jesus Christ and attested to us by the apostles. It is evident that a living 
testimony to the work of the spirit exists via modern-day presence of signs and wonders, various 
miracles and gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

THE HISTORICAL FOUNDATION 

This D. Min. Project is an examination of a thread of charismatic practices recurring 
throughout church history; a thread, which though often weak, was never extinguished; a thread, 
which we exemplify in a practical experiment; testing its viability. This project will build on the 
Biblical Foundation work and will show that the spiritual gifts that Jesus promised humanity and 
which he imparted to his disciples after his resurrection and Holy Spirit or Paraclete who came at 
Pentecost did not cease with the death of the last apostle but has continued throughout the history 
of Christianity unto this modern day age. In spite of arguments against and in favor of divine 
healing, miracles, signs and wonders and the miraculous Spirit is quickened and active in the 
lives of believers. 

Jesus of Nazareth had a unique healing ministry as is well documented throughout the 
Gospels and the New Testament. Modern medicine tends to look back to Hippocrates and Galen 
as the only ancient sources and inspiration of modern medicine. This presents a very incomplete 
picture of the notable and exemplary physician from the city of Nazareth. Traditionally, the 
widely held tenant is to identify modern doctors in spirit with a long line of historic greats, 


reaching back to the “impressive Hippocrates”. 
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"his notable Greek, a true and outstanding pinnacle in ancient medicine, often cailed the 
father of Medicine, largely set the pattern for current professional attitudes and relationships. 
Surprisingly, it is often times forgotten that medicine owes its greatest debt not to Hippocrates, 
Sut to Jesus, the Nazarene. It was the humble Galilean who more than any other figure in history 
oequeathed to the healing arts, its essential meaning and spirit. Physicians and the scientific 
world would do well to remind themselves that without His anointed and supernatural Spirit, 
“medicine would degenerate into depersonalized methodology and its ethical code” and will 
become a system of extreme legalism. Jesus brings the ideal methodology, ethics and codes, the 
corrective love, empathy and insurmountable amount of compassion without which wholeness 
and healing is rarely actually possible. The spiritual Father of Medicine was then was not 
Hippocrates of the island of Cos, but Jesus from the town of Nazareth.” 

Few religious leaders have had more influence on the basic ideas of our modern age than 
Jesus ot Nazareth. The effect of his teaching and thoughts are felt not only by nine hundred 
million avowed Christians but also among ail peoples touched by Western civilization. Oddly 
enough, His thinking was in some respects the most materialistic of any of the important 
religious leaders, particularly in relation to health. The interest Jesus showed in the physical and 
mental health of human beings was greater than that of any other leader or religious system from 
Confucius through Hinduism and Buddhism to Islam. What he thought of the value of healing 


our minds and bodies was the way he put it into practice.“ The New Testament is clear and 
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consistent that everywhere that Jesus traveiled He functioned as a charismatic. religious leader. 
Forty-one distinct miracles of physical and mental healings are recorded in the four Gospels.® 
An honest, unprejudiced reading of the first chapters of the Gospel of Mark shows that 
ihe ministry of Jesus was a ministry of preaching, teaching and healing. Similar passages are 
found in Luke and Matthew. Jesus proclaimed the Good News, the present reality of the 
kingdom of heaven, now accessible of all people. He taught his hearers how to relate their lives 
to God and the kingdom. His reachings showed them how the various aspects of their thinking, 
their devotional practice and their behavior related to the God now breaking into people’s lives 
and into history in a new way. This new insight was interpreted in the religious language then 
current, the tradition of first century Judaism. He healed, he brought physical and mental health 
to the sick in body and mind, those with physical affliction and those considered possessed by 
demons. Nearly one-fifth of the entire Gospel is devoted to Jesus’ healing and the discussions 
occasioned by it. This emphasis is by far the greatest given to any one kind of experience in the 
narrative. It is startling to compare this emphasis on physical and mental healing with the scant 
attention given to moral healing. Very few examples of moral or ethical transformation are 
mentioned in the Gospel. In the case against Christian healing, many modern churches believed 
that churches had no direct responsibility in healing of the sick. These Christians did not believe 
that religious faith had a direct effect on sickness and being made whole. Religions had 
established communities, hospitals, medical centers and rehabilitation centers to offer comfort 
and help. However, the modern Protestant church believed these facilities were not different 
from anything else that had been done to offer compassion and service. There was also a widely 


held tenet that there was no tie between a Christian view of wellness and holistic medicine, 
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‘which involved mind, body, soul and good health. During the tenth century, there was originally 
the anointing of the sick, unction, for healing in the Roman community. This service of unction 
‘ater became the Sacrament of extreme unction and a rite of passage for the dying. This event 
was practiced to save people from the life that followed and gave them a quick and glorious 
passage to the great beyond.’ Divine Healing was a lesser consideration in Christendom. 
instead, the populous turned to shrines and relics to satisfy their faith in healing. Notably, interest 
in Divine Healing still was present in Christendom. In the Protestant community the use of 
relics, shrines and graven images was looked upon as superstition and was therefore contrary to 
Christian belief and doctrine. There arose hostility and disagreement as to whether Divine 
Healing belonged inside the church. Many discussions and brainstorming sessions over this 
delicate subject were held. It was ultimately shown and decided why healing should not be part 
of the function of Christianity and the church. 

in his writings, Morton Kelsey suggests four different but overlapping views of healing in 
the modern Protestant church. The first view holds that human bodies can be healed by purely 
medical and physical means—no spirituality is required. The next aspect of Kelsey’s work finds 
that ‘sickness is both gift and punishment from God’. The third view, dispensationalism, is the 
known conviction. This is “the belief that God originally gave responsibility to the church” in its 
establishment phase.” Healing was seen as temporary to religion. The final view, the point of 
rational materialism and existentialism, also put forth by Rudolf Bultmann, understands “that 


there is no supernatural agency which can break into the autonomous physical world ruled by 


*" Tbid., 6. 
“Ibid. 7. 


* Thid. 


81 


nature law.”” Kelsey notes that since the scholarly, educated Bultmann and those who supported 
his precepts were notable, respected Christian leaders in scholarship, there was no room for a 
belief in spiritual healing. The Gospel accounts of healing are mythology.”! 

From the Orthodox medical point of view the materialistic approach to human life wouid 
supersede the healing professions. For example, clinics in Berlin and Vienna were advanced 
institutions that elevated the art of physical medicine. Because of new scientific data obtained 
from medical breakthroughs, it appeared that illnesses would be eradicated. This led to a change 
in perspective re: medical facts. Due to scientific methodology, the average American’s life 
would be extended by twenty years beyond that which had been previously suggested in the 
1900s. The death rate had declined by one percent yearly. The National Health Foundation in its 
1960 statistical report concluded that since 1900 communicable diseases, tuberculosis, 
pneumonia, influenza and gastritis decreased significantly as causes of death and were no longer 
in the forefront as primary causes of death. The new threats to health were accidents, cancer, 
heart disease and benign or metastic lesions or tumors of the central nervous system.” There was 
also improvement in infant and maternal mortality. The decline of the diseases was attributed to 
the use of sulfa drugs and antibiotics in the health care system. Diseases were being conquered 
thanks to scientific research and the resulting medical breakthroughs. Although science and 
medicine were being geared to identify new strains of viruses and there were new diagnoses and 
new pandemic threats. the overail purpose of medicine and its science was still to heal the body. 


The therapeutic regimen to aid in recovery might include the surgical removal of organs, 
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administration of the appropriate drugs, hormone therapy and adjustments to diet and rest 
patterns. The wholeness of the body was not taken into importance. The mind and emotions were 
‘reated as ‘mechanical functions’ of the brain and central nervous system.” The view was also 
held that a cure could be found scientifically for mental illness. Many ecclesiastical Christians 
accepted this view of medical healing. 

There was much argument between the clergy and physicians in the 1920s concerning 
stress and the body’s reaction to stressors. With the advent of psychiatric medications in the last 
thirty years and the increase of chronic, debilitating medical conditions, medical science has 
deen reevaluating the causes and contributing factors of diseases. The idea that the mind and 
emotions played a pivotal role in the healing of the body became more significant. [t was thought 
that both medical and psychological needs would not be properly addressed if the Clergy 
interceded in the diagnostic process. The effect of religious healing was to interfere with 
scientific treatments. Even in the case of psychosomatic illness, there was the need for technical 
knowledge and analysis versus a requirement for faith or belief. 

The responsibility of the church was to impart ethical and moral values by the examples 
led, by social actions, by the construction of hospitals and supporting agencies. The church 
accepted the dogma and idea of predeterminism. There was an assumption of materialism, which 
stated that the soul could not affect the body based on known relations to human physiology and 
human psychology. In consideration of this dialogue, the church concluded that there was no 
place or reason for the ministry of healing. The Christian hierarchy believed this tenet to be in 
accordance with the Christian Gospel with only incidental relevance to the soul. 

Many modern Christians tried to dispel the works of Jesus Christ as He healed the sick 


and the lepers and cast out demons (Mk 3:15). They also discounted the work. dreams and 
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visions ot the Holy Spirit at Pentecost (Acts 2:1-4). Even portions of the New Testament, which 
embodies the spirit, soul and body as wholeness, were also dismissed. According to Morton 
Kelsey in an analysis of The New Testament, the passages referring to the miracles and divine 
works of Jesus Christ have been “cut out with a razor”” to hide the truth of Divine power. 

In many of the commentaries, Kelsey noted that the stories of Jesus and His miracles, 
about one fifth in the Gospels and Acts, were treated as allegories rather than actual fact. Some 
Christians were reconciled to the belief of The New Testament but not to the contexts of the 
healing and miracles. It was assumed that medical science and technical advances precluded the 
need for the spiritual healing of Biblical times. Physicians would use examination and method to 
diagnose and treat. The soul was Ethereal and had no relation to health or wellness. The spirit 
and the body’s internal organs were not connected. 

During the early period the church and clergy both felt and had an unspoken view of 
God. Both Protestant and Catholic determined that God was responsible for all sickness. There 
was no indication of evil or what might be expressed as the devil, per Kelsey.” There was also 
no recognition of demons as the cause of any sickness. Since there was no reasonable origination 
for sickness and adversity, then they must have been sent or allowed by God. In British law a 
natural calamity was known as “an act of God.”” 

God loved mankind and therefore punished as a loving parent. Because of sickness, 
mankind grew closer to God. God gave sickness as a natural punishment in a threefold manner. 
The first being sickness and death, with punishment for breaking the commandments. (Deut 


28:22-37: 2 Sam. 6:7-10). Sickness should remind human beings they have sinned, so that they 
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might repent; and because it tried human patience, sickness enabled the sufferer to grow in iaith 
and become more saintly and grounded. This meant that sickness was good. whether given to 
punish offenders, or to correct people in their evil ways, or to develop their faith even in the 
adversity of mental illness and catastrophic diseases. 

The minister’s responsibility was to save a person’s spiritual health and soul regardless of 
the consequences that the sufferer faced in his mental or physical condition. The most opportune 
time for reconciliation and redemption was during illnesses. The Christian minister and 
Christianity had no particular mission toward the physical body and mental health. Sickness was 
considered a judgment trom God, to make people more aware of their defects and help them to 
overcome. The Church would leave judgment, as it was God’s desire. During that time the sick 
could be guided into repentance and remission of sin. 

Because iilnesses were God’s action, the Church was opposed to its own religious and 
sacramental performances with an actual religious healing ministry. The church might provide 
hospitals and medical missionaries even though that did not seem logical. The church would 
offer emotional support and reassurance, which might have a healing effect, secondary in nature. 
Martin Luther and John Calvin supported the theory of healing and dispensationalism. Morton 
Kelsey’s Healing and Christianity states that Calvin believed “the gitt of healing disappeared 
with the other miraculous powers which the Lord was pleased to give for a time, that it might 
render the new preaching of the Gospel forever wonderful”. He adds, “If anointing was a 
sacrament of those powers which were then administered by the apostles, it did not pertain to the 
present.””’ Some people were not seeking medical attention because of their Pentecostal faith. A 


committee of doctors, ministers and fervent theologians were church appointed to look at 
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religious quackery by faith healers. 

‘While God sometimes performed miracles and healing, the consensus view held that Christians 
could expect healing not available to non-Christians because Christ was victorious in the lives of 
true believers. Several theologians like Bonhoeffer, Tillich and Bultmann were the leaders who 
referred to such miracles as mythology. There was even a movement called “God is Dead”. This 
belief proposed that as God was not active in the world then there was no basis for Spiritual 
reality of healing. “The silent God would have to repeat himself.” According to Kelsey out of 
3,799 verses in the four Gospels, seven hundred twenty-seven of them relate specifically to the 
healing of physical and mental illnesses and the resurrection of the dead. There are also one 
hundred and sixty-five verses that deal in general with eternal life and thirty-one general 
references to miracles that include healing. Those who received the Holy Spirit after the 
resurrection were expected to be vessels of God’s love as Jesus had taught them. The idea of 
dispensationalism dominated Christian healing.” Kelsey reasoned, if God could touch the human 
mind, it was likely that God could also touch the human body. Therefore, there was through 
religion, the possibility of physical and psychological healing. Throughout the Old Testament, it 
was assumed that sickness came from God, as a punishment for breaking ritualistic, divine or 
moral law as some of the Israelites chose and worshipped polytheism, many heathen gods and 
some henotheism. It was advised that persons who followed wisdom and the law would have 
health and long life, those that did not were fated to be consumed by sickness, death and 
misfortune. The Christian Church saw the advent of several intellectual fellows of the upper 
hierarchy who accepted a platonic world-view. The eastern and western intellectuals, after the 


conversion of Constantine to Christianity and the indulgence of western monasticism built upon 
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theological foundations. They saw human beings in a positive way, as angelic both physically 
and spiritually. They accepted the crucifixion and resurrection of Christ, believed in the casting 
out of demons and provided healing of mind and body for those searching for it. Kelsey stated 
ihat healing itself was considered one of the evidences for the work of Spiritual power. Many 
men witnessed Divine Healing through Agnes Sanford and Kathryn Kuhlman.” He continued 
that Socrates was convinced of the healing of headaches of the Persian King by divine 
intervention which his magi were not able to heal. He reported his experience to the Bishop of 
Mesopotamia.” Morton Kelsey related the experience of an attorney who was healed in the great 
church built by Constantine. The attorney was critically ill and unable to retain any food. His 
servants in anticipation of a miracle took him to church. The church prayed to God for his death 
or for him to be free of all illness if that was available. A Divine power appeared to the critically 
ill lawyer in a dream and told him to dip his foot in honey, wine and pepper. Against the 
recommendations of baffled physicians, who were unable to diagnose or help, the lawyer obeyed 
the command and was cured, a miraculous, divine supernatural intervention with subsequent 
healing and wholeness.*' In further example, at the end of the Arian controversy, Gregory of 
Nazianzus reported that his father received the miracle for his ‘recovery’ and ‘renewed vigor’ 
and stood up, gave a compelling testimony and gave God thanks in the sanctuary the following 
week after the event. There were also several miracles including the ‘healing of a pregnant 
woman’. The power of God was manifested several times through dreams and visions, (Jo 2:28; 


Acts 2:17-21) leading to the cure of diseases and the deliverance from destruction. 
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Divine Healing Has A Place 

Kathryn Kuhlman, in / Believe in Miracles, demonstrated twenty cases of peopie who 
were sick and apprehensive about their illnesses.” Their doctors said that their diseases were 
incurable, but each patient regained lasting health and happiness. This was because of the faith 
not only in the faith healer but also in the parents of the children and in those that received 
Divine Healing. There were also examples of mass healing demonstrations. Hundreds of people 
were healed just sitting quietly in the audiences, without any overt acts or actions. These 
miraculous events were due to the abundant presence of the Holy Spirit. By the Spirit’s presence 
alone, sick bodies were healed, even as people waited outside the doors of the venue where the 
healing services were being held because of Pneumatology. Many of those healed received 
verification and confirmation of cures from their astonished physicians.” 

Kuhlman also recalled instances in her own life when she experienced the power of the 
Holy Ghost within her body and felt the connection to others being healed. She felt and received 
instant healing. She was filled with the Holy Ghost and was able to discern the exact person who 
was being healed, the sickness and the affliction and in some instances the very sin in their lives. 
Kathryn Kuhlman did not take any credit for the miracles but knew that is was the supernatural 
power of Almighty God. She added that she did not attempt to explain or question the miracles. 
Because of God’s unfailing love, tenderness and compassion, the Holy Spirit revealed her 


worthlessness as well as her helplessness to her. 


8 Kathryn Kuhlman, / Believe in Miracles (North Brunswick: Bridge-Logos, {992), 18. 
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The greatness of the Spirit was overwhelming. She admitted that she was a sinner saved 
Dy grace but the power and the glory belonged to the Lord, God Almighty.* 
The Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, the omnipotent, omnipresent, omniscient Triune. active in the work of creation, are 
equally active and indispensable in our redemption. She added that although the three work 
together as one, each has at the same time, their own distinctive function. God, the Father, 


planned and purposed the creation and the redemption of man. God, the Son, provided and 


purchased at Calvary what the Father had planned in eternity and carried out God’s eternal pian. 


The Holy Spirit is the power of the Trinity that raised Jesus from the dead. It was that same 
resurrection power that flows through our bodies healing and sanctifying in the name of Jesus 
Christ. When we pray in the name of Jesus, the Father looks down through Jesus Christ who, 
without blemish, completed the work of God. By this Holy and righteous incarnate Messiah, 
God’s only begotten Son, not created, the debt was paid for the redemption and Salvation of 
man.” 

{t is by faith in God and endeared by the power of the Holy Spirit that Divine Healing 
takes place. Faith is not powerless and leads to hope. Faith yields results and has action and 
purpose. The faith given to man for Salvation has been given as a consequence of God’s mercy 
and grace. The faith that is given to a person for Divine Healing of the Physical body is a result 


of the mercy, compassion and grace of the Almighty. Faith is a gift from God. As such we have 


to seek the Lord and the Lord will give us faith. 


Ibid. 
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Through the faith we are empowered to heal and do ail things through Christ Jesus, the 
Lord who gives us the strength (Phil.4:13). Kuhlman’s God Can Do It Again gave many 
instances of the healing power of the Holy Ghost manifested at the Shrine Auditorium in Los 
Angeles.*’ A health care worker testified that many physicians had seen her and nurses, had been 
hospitalized and had taken several drugs for her debilitating diagnosis of muscular dystrophy. 
She had never considered Divine Healing in the twentieth century. She claimed to attend a 
healing service in Los Angeles and arrived late because of vehicle problems. To her surprise, she 
was outside of the door when she, along with other wheel- chair bound persons suffering from 
spinal defects, where healed as Kathryn gave the word of knowledge. Patients that were 
depressed and suicidal received wholeness and returned to their doctors who gave them clean 
bills of health. Some of the medical professionals who witnessed Divine Healing of a colleague’s 
wife stated that if God was the “The Great Healer” then there was no longer a need for the 
medical profession. The physician, whose wife received healing, disagreed with the statement 
and noted that just as medical referrals were made when necessary, that there could be a prayer 
ministry that complimented the practice of medicine. “The Reverend John G. Lake in, ‘The 
Spokesman Review’ revealed that no one could imagine the effect of Divine Healing in his life 
and his family environment. John G Lake was anointed by God to reach the sick and the lost in 
miraculous ways. He had unparalleled outpouring of the Holy Spirit when operating through a 
completely yielded life.”’At the age of twenty-one Lake became a Methodist minister, but chose 


to start a newspaper in Chicago instead of accepting a church ministry. When his wife was 


*” Albert E. Cliffe, Kathryn Kuhlman, God Can Do It Again and Lessons in Successful Living (Harlan, 1A: 
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59 John G. Lake, “How I Came to Devote My Life to the Ministry of Healing,” http://www johnglake 
.org/content/newspapers (accessed November 9, 2011). 


miraculously healed under the ministry of John Alexander Dowie in April 1898, Lake’s life and 
ministry was forever changed. He was endowed with the gift of healing by the Holy Spirit. He is 
Sest remembered for his missionary work in South Africa. He ministered in England and at 
Lourdes in France. [n France he testified to the miraculous healing of three out of four persons 
‘ho could not be healed by medicine but were miraculously healed by him in the presence of the 
physicians who had invited him to make the journey to Lords. The fourth person was never 
revived.” His ministry in the United States was extremely powerful. One hundred thousand 
nealings were recorded in five years at the Lake Healing Rooms in Spokane, WA.” He related 
his miraculous encounters to his transformation and devotion to the call of healing ministry. He 
stated that he was one of sixteen children. His parents were strong, vigorous and healthy people. 
His mother lived to seventy -five; his father lived to be seventy-seven. Before Lake’s knowledge 
and experience of the Lord, he buried eight members of the family. A strange train of sicknesses, 
resulting in death, had followed the family and for thirty-two years a member of the family was 
an invalid. The home was never without the shadow of sickness during this long period. When 
Reverend Lake reflected on his upbringing, he recalled nightmares of sickness, doctors, nurses, 
hospitals, hearses, funerals, graveyards and tombstones.”? He remembered sorrowtul household, 
a broken-hearted mother and grief stricken father, struggling to forget the tribulations of the past 
in order to assist the living members of the family, who needed their love and care and emotional 


support. He gave his testimony.” 
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Reverend Lake had married and established his own home. Soon after his marriage, the 
same train of conditions that had followed his father’s family appeared in his. His wife became 
an invalid trom heart disease and tuberculosis. She would lose her heart action and lapse into 
unconsciousness. Sometimes he would find her lying unconscious on the floor or on the bed. 
having been suddenly stricken. Stronger and stronger stimulants became necessary in order to 
revive the action of her heart. Nitro-glycerin tablets were used in a final heroic measure to 
stimulate heart action. The physicians involved claimed that Mrs. Lake would remain in a semi- 
paralytic state for weeks after these heart spells and the resulting over-stimulation. 

In his several excerpts, Kenneth E. Hagin claimed that he physically died three times as a 
child. Each time he descended to hell but was brought back to life when he heard a voice. On the 
third trip to hell, Hagin claimed to have asked Jesus for forgiveness and salvation. After this 
experience, Hagin believed that church membership.and water baptism were not sufficient to 
save. Salvation and healing were dispensed with by the 
Power of The Holy Spirit in response to faith, confession of faith in the Lord and the 
Resurrection ot Jesus Christ.” 

In contemporary Christian ideology, there are varying opinions regarding Divine Healing. 
While many Christians are wary of overblown claims of miracles, they tend to be reluctant to 
dismiss the possibility of Divine intervention in the face of illness. The God, revealed in the New 
Testament, is a God who intervenes to save the souls and heal the body. The writer believes there 
is a place in the Christian faith for belief in Divine Healing. Thus, the focus for the project will 
be on God’s healings in the New Testament, Jesus Christ and how it is applicable to her career as 


a Nurse Practitioner as well as a disciple of Jesus Christ. Since grace abounds faith and hope and 


““tmpact Christian Books-Publications,” Impact Christian Books, http://www.impactchristianbooks. 
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spiritual intervention are still relevant to medicine and the power of the Holy Spirit cooperates 
with medical technologies. 

Kelsey suggested that Christian churches need to have continuing classes in the Christian 
‘worldview, in prayer, in evangelism and in the healing ministry. Many people need prayer 
groups in which they can experience the Divine presence. They also need regular healing 
services in churches as well as fellowships that help them spread the Good News.” 

Morton Kelsey concluded that he had experienced the effects of divine healing in his own 
life, ministered to others and had seen the quickening power of new health come to some of 
those to whom he had ministered. He poised himself from the standpoint of the wounded healer 
and had seen the evidence of the things of which he wrote.” 

In another instance, DeArteaga, in his writing, Forging a Renewed Hebraic and Pauline 
Christianity states the Good News that the Gospel with the gifts of the spirit can triumph over 
disease and malignant spirits, is a wonderful useful and realistic message, just as it was in the 
superstitious and spirit plagues cosmos to the Roman Empire.” — The Holy Spirit continues to 
be a source of controversy historically and in some of the ecclesia. The Holy Spirit should be 
spoken of as the Trinity and not as triplex. Christ is the fulfillment of the Messianic hope. 
Christian theology recognizes that it is impossible to speak of God within the parameters of the 
Christian tradition without reference to Jesus Christ and His Divinity and ministry. It is very 
important to have faith, believe in Divine Healing and the power of the Holy Spirit for by His 


stripes we were healed; I Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53: 4,11. We must believe in the Power of the Cross. 


Kelsey, Healing and Christianity, XI. 
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THE THEOLOGICAL FOUNDATION 

This paper is a critical examination of sample views of charismatic practice held by 
various theological streams—a practice which we exemplify in a practical experiment. testing its 
viability. It will also show the biblical and practical role of the Holy Spirit’s power and gifts in 
fully proclaiming the Gospel. It will also retlect on Han theology, Han and Jesus’ Cross: “Jesus’ 
Atonement for Victims and the Oppressed.” “In Korean it is a deep, unhealed wound of a victim 
that testers in him or her. [t can be social, economic, political, physical, mental or spiritual 
wound generated by political oppression, economic oppression, economic exploitation, social 
alienation, cultural contempt, injustice, poverty, or war”. This theology would not be needed if 


the great commission as prescribed by Jesus Christ is followed. 


Overview of the Development of Christian Theology the Patriotic Period. 
C. 100 —C. 700 


The origin of Christianity came into existence in Palestine, more specificaily, in the 
region of Judea and the city of Jerusalem in the first century Christianity was mirrored as a 
continuation and development of Judaism. The New Testament was emphatic that the design was 
the same as Judaism and initially flourished in regions where Judaism was traditionally 
associated, mainly Palestine.” It rapidly spread to neighboring regions, partially through the 
efforts of early Christian evangelists like Paul. 

McGrath states that we cannot be in the church without accepting and appreciating the 


theology of the past as much as the theology of the present day. The Christian. historical legends, 


** Andrew Sun Park, Triune Atonement: Christ's Healing for Sinners, Victims, and the Whole Creation, 39. 
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“Augustine, Thomas Aquinas, Luther, Schleiermacher and all the others are not dead but 
living." They still speak and demand a hearing as living voices in the present day church.'” 
Recently, new theological points of view have shaped our understanding of key 
theological doctrines, incorporating inclusivity. To name a few, such as feminist, liberation, post- 
modern, narrative and a change in theological methods which would incorporate modern 
philosophical ideas with recent developments along with human sciences and bioethics during 
these changing times. Because of literary constraints and space, this examination focuses its 
content to some excerpts of the works of John Wesley to satisfy the purpose of this paper. It will 
also include the theological history of the church and the central message of Jesus Christ. 
Pneumatology and excerpts from the class notes of which the writer will be following. Beginning 
at a fundamental level, the holiness, Pentecostal and charismatic movements bear the imprint of 
John Wesley, the father of Methodism. Richard P. Heitzenrater noted that “Wesleyan heritage 
takes its vital energy from the dynamic image of the spiritual pilgrimage.”'” Openness to 
innovative worship and theological exploration has been critical to holiness, Pentecostalism and 
charismatic experience. The religious sociologist, David Martin noted that,” in almost every 
respect, Pentecostalism replicated Methodism: in its entrepreneurship and adaptability, lay 


participation and enthusiasm and in its splintering and fractiousness.' Heitzenrater contributed 
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to works that Wesley had for grounding theological reflection in Scripture, orienting it through 
varetul and logical thought, theological values handed down by the church to lived experience. 

Historically, the Church separated from Roman Catholicism, led by the Pope. to protest 
certain doctrines to become Christian Protestant. This conflict related to the true meaning of 
salvation: a free gift from Jesus that required some form of penance.‘ This gave rise to various 
splits in denomination according to church elders of those days. The intent of the paper is not to 
dweil on this history extensively, but instead, to focus thematically on the great commission of 
Jesus Christ, proclaiming the Kingdom of God and Pneumatology, the theology of Christ the 
Lord. 

Christian Theology Defined 

In discussing Christian theology, the writer is following the work of Thomas and Wondra 
who remind Christians that we are not discussing detached theoretical propositions. We are 
embracing the story of the Bible, the concrete and dramatic narrative of God, His people, the 
history of Israel and the events in which God is revealed for our salvation. The Bible is the story 
of creation, rebellions of humanity, election and covenant with Israel, coming of the Messiah, 
reconciliation of God and humanity, birth of the church as God’s instrument in the divine 
mission to the world and gift of the Spirit as final fulfillment.’ The Christian Gospel and faith 
are based in these stories and Christian theology is attempting to decipher past and present works 


by God.'* 
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in their 3" edition, the necessity of theology is as follows: this study constitutes systemic 
or dogmatic theological approaches, stemming from various angles and lens in the light of the 
Christian faith.” The classical approach is the most favored by many European and North 
American theologians. Theology is the methodical investigation and interpretation of the content 
ot Christian faith, the orderly clarification and explanation of what the Christian message 
atfirms.' Theology is also considered as a function of the Christian church carried out by 
members of the church. It is faith seeking understanding, through which the church in every age 
reflects on the basis of its existence and the content of the message. 

Theology is “faith seeking the clarity of its cause”."" This explanation centers around 
the reflection on Christian life amid struggles for freedom and liberation of all persons for the 
betterment of all humanity and for the transformation of human persons and societies as 
manifestations and an expectation of the reign of God." The function and task of theology is to 
test God’s self-disclosure in a normative way. Thomas and Wondra continue by professing that 
testing is necessary because the church’s language about God is fallible and can elicit error and 
confusion. Testing is possible because God has promised that the Holy Spirit will preserve and 
lead the church into all truth. The church understanding of God and the Gospel is always being 
expanded and deepened;"'' human language constantly differs in meaning. 


Because of these changes and nuances, there must be constant revision for clarification of 
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‘anguage and communication of beliefs and attitude for survival and stability in the Christian 

Life. Most Christians express their taith in word, deed and manner, songs, hymns and prayer. 

The language of theology is a reflection on what Christians believe and what influences their 

lives. This paper will include the doctrine of “Pneumatology, derived from the Greek pneuma 
meaning spirit, wind, or breath.”'” 

Soteriology is derived from the Greek, soteria and salvation. In the Old Testament God’s 
acts delivered the people from hunger, bondage and other difficulties are usually called “saving 
“acts and Yahweh is given the praise as the Savior of Israel. In the New Testament salvation is 
referred to as healing or deliverance from sin and also both. Salvation not only deals with one’s 
eternal destiny, but everything that stands in the way of God’s purposes of communion with 
creation—and chiefly the human creature. [t includes both justification and sanctification.'” 

As Christians grow in their faith and intellect, their lives and faith ascend into a higher 
intellectual and spiritual based realm. They assimilate their faith in their life process rather than 
make decisions solely on the basis of everyday life and practices. They realize that there is more 
to be discovered. Beyond this first level of theology, but connected to it, is a second level where 
the Christian faith is considered in a more disciplined manner. At the second level, the insights 
and practices of the Christian life are informed by and inform the formal study of Scripture, 
history, philosophy and theology, the human and natural sciences and other disciplines.'*The 
purpose of the second level is the interpretation and appreciation of the Christian faith in a 


particular time and place; with the contexts own challenges and insights. Its basic task is pursued 
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‘with greater precision and resources.''* The essence of the pursuit at this level is to examine and 
interpret the meaning, thinking, praying and living of everyday Christian life. 

Second order theology contributed to the life of the church by using biblical scholars, 
who made theological judgments. to develop uniformity in the Bible teaching and interpretations 
of the multitude of approaches. Revelation and scripture are given for our salvation, which 
includes social transformation and healing. Historically, the church has recognized this as the 
standard. In addition, the church relies on preaching, teaching and catechetical instruction to 
explain what Christian faith means and requires. Christian theology assists in determining what 
is essential, what is not essential, what is central and what is peripheral to the Christian faith and 
message. It also differentiates and distinguishes between false and true worship, belief, doctrine 
and practice.''° Because contemporary Christians struggle to understand and make sense of their 
lives, it is imperative that theological work continue within the realm of the modern church to 
help them evaluate not only meaning in their language and concepts, but also the issues and 
afflictions they face daily in the modern age. Maddox and Vickers note that in 1769, John 
Wesley (1703-91) a prominent figure in the history of Western Christianity and one of the 
leading architects of the Evangelical Revival in the eighteenth century anonymously published 
Advice with Respect to Health, a translation of Tissot."”” In 1774, he abridged it, his central theme 
was encouragement and use of standardized strategies combined with cheap, safe and common 
and accessible medicines and supplements. Along with prayer, he advocated preventive health, 


exercise and the use of this regimen to achieve health and long life." 
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Throughout his life, Wesley kept abreast of medical and scientific advances. He drew on 


leading practitioners of medicine when compiling and re-editing subsequent editions of his 


work.'” He insisted that medical science should be utilized to improve the human condition in a 


fallen and corrupt world. He also combined faith, good works, scripture, tradition, God’s 


sovereignty and human freedom, Christian liberty and ordered polity, original sin and good 


works and blended them into a practice. He believed that nature had a remedy for every disease. 


Because of the constraints and limited space of this work, landmarks of the Age of Reformation 


are documented from excerpts from McGrath. These are: 


1 
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The German Reformation, which gave rise to Lutheranism. 


The Swiss Reformation. which gave birth to the reformed version of 
Christianity, often referred to as Calvinism. 


The Radical Reformation often referred to as Anabaptism. 


The English Reformation, which gave rise to the distinctive form of 
Christianity often known as Anglicanism. 


The Catholic Reformation. sometimes referred to as the counter- 
ceformation 


The Second Reformation within Protestantism.'”° 


From the writer’s childhood experience, it was taught that Jesus was the only way to 


salvation. “I am the way, the truth and the life, no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” (Jn 


14:6; [ Tim 2:5; 10:7-9; Acts 4:12, NKJV). In theology, the goal is the achievement of salvation. 


Historically, all have wanted to achieve it, but each followed their own separate path through 


conviction as biblically revealed by Jesus.Ruthven, a former professor of theology at a Jesuit 


university and a present class mentor, was versed in the numerous doctrines in Catholicism and 
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Protestantism. He was concerned that believers were not receiving the logos as Biblical 
information supported by scriptural references in this 21* century in relation to the Holy Spirit 
and biblical truths. He is the author of many books with such references and teachings. Because 
of his enthusiasm for the great commission, Christian discipleship, for the teaching of the 
kingdom of God, the mission of Jesus Christ and salvation he taught with much conviction. The 
writer will be following a few examples from the school’s lectures related to hearing and 
listening to the voice of God as in (Ps 19:1, in the Messianic hope ot the logos and in Is 61, as we 
are “clothed with the garments of salvation and the robe of righteousness”). 

According to the Bible Dictionary, righteousness is the state of being in the right, or 
being vindicated Righteousness renders an important Hebrew root, “sdq” that appears over five 
hundred times in the Old Testament and a Greek root,” dikoai.” It is sometimes interrelated with 


the word, justification, as seen used by Paul in Romans 3:21-24.'2 


The Goal of Christian Discipleship: The New Testament Profile of a Believer 


Traditional protestant theology emphasizes a Christian life that has been saved from sin 
and hell by the death of Christ on the cross. The next step in the traditional ordo salutis is 
sanctification, which is living in a state of being or being set apart from sin. Holiness means 
primarily that one will now be good and will live a moral or ethical life. This process of 
sanctification, as all of the steps of the Protestant ordo salutis, is thought to be empowered by the 
Holy Spirit, who enables and convicts one to avoid sinful behavior. In fact, it is non-negotiable if 


one is to live a Christian life in the New Covenant Spirit (Gal 5:22). If the traditional Protestant 


"| Achtemeier, The Harper Collins Bible Dictionary: Revised Edition, 816. 
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emphasis of sanctification is about avoiding sin until we reach heaven. then the concept is 


‘without clarity when compared with the New Testament message 
Sanctification is a Charismatic Mission 


The essential nature of sanctification in the New Testament is to be set apart for God’s 
mission to become a priest or a prophet. In the Old Testament priests or prophets had a higher 
standard of professional ethics (Lev 21:5, 7; 1 Sm. 2:12), but this was not the biblical focus, 
which was on their spirit-empowered mission. The essential roles given to the priest and prophet 
were similar. In addition to conducting the rituals of sacrifices, which renewed the Old 
Testament Covenant, the priest, just as the prophet, was a discerner of God’s will in that he 
inquired of the Lord for those who asked him (Num 27:21; Dt 17:9; 1 Sam 22:10; 30:7-8; 2 Kg 
22:12-13; Neh 7:65). An ideal priest was one who received or heard the word of the Lord and 
can discern it. This was consistent in all the role models in the Bible named as: patriarchs, 
leaders, judges, good kings, women, prophets and priests (1 Sam 3:1-10). The prophet was not 
tied to the temple as a priest, but he was more clearly set apart (sanctified) spiritually by his call 
trom God (Is 6; Jer 1:5-19; Ez 1-3). His central mission was to reveal the will of God to his 
constituents in the form of prophetic words or miraculous deeds (cf. Lk 24:19; Rom 15:18; Col 
S211); 

Based on biblical emphasis, the most important commands to people who wish to serve 
God are summarized in the term sanctified. All of the traits in the list that follows will appear in 
ihe sanctified Christian worker. First, the list describes the sanctified Christian as being 


illuminated and empowered by the Spirit and there is no particular sequence in the enumeration 


of qualities. The characteristics that God requires are based on New Testament emphases. The 


implications of this list will be developed more fully after this summary 
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All this New Testament information about Jesus indicates that we are to imitate and 


Enter the New Covenant. Repent, be baptized, and receive the Spirit. 
tvery Christian can potentially become a prophet and minister in ail- 
spiritual gifts. “He energizes them all in all” (I Cor 12:4-7). The goal 
of the Bible is the New Covenant Promise (Jer 31:31-34: Jn 14:26: 1 
Jn 2:27; If Cor 3 also, Is 59:21; Acts 2:39). Entering the New 
Covenant is the same as having faith, which is the primary theme in 
the Bible. Faith means hearing God’s voice internaily and then obeying 
that word even under adverse circumstances—like disappointment, 
failure, persecution, and suffering. “Every word of God is tested” 
(Prv 30:5). Having faith is also a nearly synonymous expression for 
entering the Kingdom of God, that is, the area of God’s ruling activity, 
which confronts and expels the kingdom of darkness and the demonic. 


Follow Jesus. Christian disciples are to model the ministry of Jesus in 

all He did. The central purpose of Jesus’ coming was to bring the New 

Covenant Spirit. Accordingly, He: 

® Introduced it (Mt 3:11; Mk 1:8; Lk. 3:16; Jn 1:26, 33: Lk 4:18; 
Rom. 15:8) 


® Modeled it (Jn 13:15; I Cor 4:16; 11:1; 1 Th 1:6; 1 Tm 4:12; He. 
13:7) 

@ Ratified it (Mt 26:28-29; Mk 14:24-25; Lk 22:20,I Cor 14325: 
He. 9:15; He.. 10:10; 12:24; 13:20-21) 

* Vindicated it by the power of his resurrection (Rom 1:4-5; Phil 
3:10-14; Rom. 8:11-14; 1 Tm 3:16) 

» Commissioned it (Mt 10; Mk 6; Lk 9, 10; Mt 28:19-20; Acts 1:8) 


® Bestowed it Jn 14:16-18,; 26; 16:7; Acts 2:33; Eph 4:7-11) 
e Actually became the New Covenant Spirit (In 14:18; Jn 14:26: I 
Cor 15:45; II Cor 3:17) 
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continue Jesus’ Kingdom mission, as the commissioning accounts require. We are to be clothed 


with Christ (Rom 13:14; Gal 3:27), or clothed with the Spirit (Lk. 24:49), or clothed with the 


new person (Eph. 4:14; Col. 3:10), or clothed with Spirit-given armor of virtues (Rm. 13:12: 
Eph. 6:11; Col. 3:12; 1 Th. 5:8).'2 

Protestants, states Ruthven, challenged the idolatry of greed and the usurpation of power 
in the traditional Church. Protestants initially tried to remove the highly-evolved system of 
mediators or butfers between God and man, ranging from the Mother of God (Mary), the Pope, 
the saints and the vicars of Christ representing the Pope or the priesthood. Martin Luther 
introduced the idea of the priesthood of all believers until his movement started to adopt a 
charismatic way and “undermining his academic authority”.'”* 

This unshackling of the individual believer, however, succeeded in shifting the power to 
grant salvation to God himself in Christ Jesus and away from the manipulation of traditional 
religion. The power shift also moved authority from Papal encyclicals to the Scriptures and from 
the Pope to the first Popes (the Apostles). Saints became all those who were regenerated by the 
power and blood of Christ, a sacrifice that released unmerited or undeserved favor (grace) that 
was given to all who expressed saving faith. These were liberating concepts, that historians claim 
planted the seeds of the scientific and industrial revolutions, as well as the political revolt against 
freedom and democratic rule. 

Reformation theology undoubtedly forged in the heat of polemics and persecution. It was 
a measure against the emphasis of Scripture, the main source of authority for Protestants. The 
emphasis markers of the Bible are the temptation narratives, the common plot line of 
narratives, central characteristics of biblical role models (Heb 11), conceptual repetitions, space 


devoted, summary statements, goal statements and the covenants and more. All of these 


™ Jon Mark.Ruthven, What’s wrong with Protestant Theology. Traditional vs. Biblical Emphasis. (Tulsa, 
Okla.: Word & Spirit Press), 152. 
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emphasis markers point to the primal biblical experience: the New Covenant Spirit that causes us 
to hear and know God. resulting in our being empowered to fulfill His word of commission, 2° 

Traditional theology has rewritten major biblical vocabulary, in ail cases, stripping these 
xey concepts of the essential and central charismatic dimension. In traditional theology see 
salvation is seen as dealing with sins so as to attain heaven and being good in the meantime. 
There are many Hebrew words used to signify salvation, but “yasha” (to save, help in distress, 
rescue, deliver and set free) appears most frequently in the Old Testament. Commonly, the 
deliverance of which the Old Testament speaks is material in nature, though there are important 
exceptions. In contrast, the employment of soteria in the New Testament. though it may include 
material preservation, usually signifies deliverance with special spiritual significance. In addition 
to the notion of deliverance, the Bible also uses Salvation to denote health, well-being and 
healing. Broadly speaking, one might say that Salvation is the overriding theme of the entire 
Bible. 

The Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity. Some have argued that Old Testament 
believers were saved and sanctified by the Spirit just as New Testament believers. But such 
teaching appears nowhere in the Old Testament. However. people were made right with God, the 
focus of the Old Testament roles of the Spirit lies elsewhere. 

{n the earliest Scriptures, the Spirit does not clearly emerge as a distinct personality. The 
Hebrew word for spirit (ruah) can also mean wind. breath, or life force. Most commonly 
designated as of God or of the Lord, the Spirit appears as God's agent of creation (Gen 1:2; Job 
33:4 ; 34:14-15), a mode of His interacting with humans (Gen 6:3), His agent of revelation (Gen 
41:38 ; Num 24:2) and a mode of empowering select leaders of God's people (Moses and the 


Seventy, Num 11:17-29; possibly Jos, Num 27:18; Deut 34:9). All of these uses recur 
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throughout the Old Testament, but one other remains unique to these earliest days equipping 
Bezalel and Oholiab with the skills of craftsmanship for constructing the tabernacle (Exod. 31:3: 
35:31), although the provision of gifts of the Spirit in the New Testament will become a close 
analogue. '”° For a long time the Holy Spirit was a taboo in many churches and in Christian 
circles. Since the rise of the charismatic movement within the mainstream church, the Spirit has 
become more acceptable to believers and can be discussed without the thought of a taboo. God is 
Spirit (Jn 4:24). Wind, breath and spirit, are three words in the English translation for the 
Hebrew rauch. “The Spirit as wind suggests movement, power and uncontrollability.” These 
features corresponds to the movement of God in the Old Testament such as the redemptive, 
surging power of God as God lead Israel through the Red Sea (Ex14:21).'7” Spirit as breath 
suggests the Spirit is associated with life as when God created Adam and breathed the breath of 
life into him and Adam became a living soul (Gen 2:7). Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry 
bones shows that the bones only came alive when they were breathed into life (Ez 37:9-10). God 
is the giver of life (Gen1:2; Job 26: 12-13, 33:4; Ps.104:27-31). 

The Spirit as charism refers to the filling of a person with the Spirit of God by which that 
person is enabled to perform task out of the ordinary as miracles, prophecy or impossible. The 
giit of wisdom is endowed to the individual who has been blessed with this gift (Gn 41:38-39; 
Ex 28:3, 35:31: Deut 34:9). In the Old Testament the calling of a prophet rests upon an 
endowment with the Spirit. (Is 61:1; Ez 2:1-2: Mic 3: 8: Zec 7:12). This gave authority to the 
message, the word (dubhar) of the prophets from the Lord Jehovah.'” 


The New Covenant 


6 hid. 
“7 Alister E. McGrath, Christian Theology: an Introduction, 5th ed. (New York: Wiley-Blackwell, 2011), 
228. 
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The new covenant is a major shift from the Old to the New Testament and in 
traditional Protestant thinking, particularly in classical reformed. The covenant focuses on the 
movement from the Mosaic Law at Mount Sinai to grace through the atonement of Jesus Christ 
on Mount Calvary on the Cross, in dealing with sin. The covenant promise of the Old Testament 
is the fulfillment of promise of the Spirit of prophecy (e. g., Is 59:21; Jer 31:31; Ez 11:19; 36:26; 
Jo 2:28-30) to those normatively in the New Covenant, i.e., in the politically experienced age to 
come. Jesus commanded the world to love one another as I have loved you, so you must also 
iove one another (Jn 13:34). Jesus strongly emphasized these words four times that all should 
emulate Him. By the actions and love of believers. people would see the attributes of Christ that 
he is real and agape love is shown in the world.'” 

The Human Condition 

The Early Fathers of the Reformation saw human centrally as sinners in need of grace 
and salvation. In those who were redeemed there was growth in sanctification (ethics) and in 
vocation (Calvinism), but there was little appreciation for the breadth and depth of human 
charismatic perception and experience outside of these categories. From a biblical worldview 
there was a stream of charismatic experiences indigenous to all mankind (Jer 32:20; Rm 1), 
involving demonic, revelatory or physical phenomena. The road to decay must include demonic 
oppression, various diseases, the religious traditions of men, as well as the effects of social, 
physical and environmental factors.’ In recent years Roman Catholics also have discovered a 


new appreciation for personal Scripture study, acknowledging that the power of God is released 
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through the Word.”! There are many unanswered or unanswerable questions regarding divine 
“tealing. We do not always experience divine healing when we pray for it? Why are some others 
not healed? Why are some only partially healed? Why does divine healing alternately ebb and 
flow?’ Kenneth E. Hagin, in his Bible Faith Study Course noted, that we do not have to pray 
for faith: we need to exercise the faith that we have as is cited in Romans 12:3 by the apostle, 
Paul. Faith is a gift of God as noted in Eph 2:8.'° He continued, that a woman who was a “Full 
Gospel Christian” and who had tears in her eyes. She wanted to know, “how come God would 
neal that Methodist woman and she does not even have the baptism in the Holy Ghost yet, 
approached him. She has not even spoken in tongues, but He will not heal me? ’The Methodist 
woman had just been healed of an incurable condition and had been made perfectly whole. His 
teply to the woman’s question was, “if you are a Christian, you have enough faith to be 
healed.”'* He continued that she already had the biggest thing, Salvation. The new birth is the 
biggest thing that can happen to anyone; it is the greatest miracle that can ever happen in a 
person’s life. The new birth is much better than being healed of some disease. Jesus has taken 
our infirmities and has borne our sicknesses. If we believe the Bible, we believe He did that 
nearly two thousand years ago and he quoted | Peter 2:24.'° This message is the Good News of 


salvation, unmerited grace and implicit faith in the Trinity. 


*' John Wimber and Kevin Springer, Power Healing (New York: Harper One, 1991), 236. 
2 Ibid. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 
METHODOLOGY 


SIGNIFICANCE OF MINISTRY FOCUS 


Diving healing is a spiritual phenomenon that comes trom God. Those who possess this 
gift are rare and often looked upon with a degree of skepticism because of known religious and 
spiritual manipulation over the years. Many institutional churches shun this gift and are 
unwelcoming of those who desire to practice it publically. When the writer boldly stood in the 
congregation of Covenant United Methodist Church and testified that she had attended a revival 
service, she was not certain of the reaction she would receive. The writer had accompanied her 
sister to her first night of the revival before she left for a trip to Hawaii. 

The writer continued to attend the following weeks of revival services, which were 
edifying to her. She testified that she had received the Spirit of Tongues and had been slain to the 
ground by the Holy Spirit. Following her declaration, two church members accompanied her to 
worship at the revival service on two separate Sunday evenings. At the first service, a retired 
prophet, who had been receiving hospice care, waiked up the steps to the altar and laid healing 
hands on the sick to the amazement of all present: especially those who knew he had been 
critically ill. He exclaimed that he had asked the Lord for one more chance to do the Lord’s work 
before he died. The Lord granted his wishes at that revival meeting which was overpowered by 


the Holy Spirit. 
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-\ month after the writer’s testimony, her pastor revealed that the fifth Sunday in every 
month would be designated for healing minisiry. Since that time, there have been ongoing 
Sundays when the elders of the church, the chairpersons and the pastor have participated in this 
ministry. Encouraged by the Apostle James ( according to scripture) they laid on hands, prayed 
and hoped for recovery. Those members who felt led by the Holy Spirit went up to the altar to be 
anointed with the expectation of receiving their healing. Prior to attending the revival, the writer 
had been asking the Lord for about tive to seven years to do a new thing in her and she reminded 
the Lord of the promise in Isaiah 43:18-19, “Remember ye not the former things, neither 
consider the things of old. Behold, I will do a new thing; now it shall spring forth: shall ye not 
know it? I will even make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert”. 

During the first three months of 2010 the writer was revisited, (had received visits 
prior between the ages of eight to sixteen) by many visions of strange and different places, 
golden Cherubim’s and many angelic body formations. During the Lenten season while sitting 
on the bedroom floor of one of her children’s homes, the writer felt as though she was in a 
trance. At that moment she enquired of the Lord as to why was it that there were so many 
prophets long ago and now there was no one. She did not hear an answer but was led to 
participate in weekly, collaborative Lenten services on Wednesday nights among all the United 
Methodist Churches in the district. It was also at the end of Lent and at Easter that, while she was 
on her computer at midnight, that she heard a distinct voice just over her head and which 
reverberated and resonated through her right ear, “this is the time.” 

The message was so vibrant that she did not have any questions about the meaning. She 
knew that the Lord wanted her to take a leap of faith and give up her lucrative jobs for God’s 


purpose. The writer informed her children soon after she received the revelation and they were 
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elated. By giving up the jobs, she was able to attend the upcoming church revival services and 
came in personal contact with anointed apostles and evangelists who prophesied and led 
impartation; something which was different for her, coming from a Congregational and United 
Methodist Church background. The writer knew that the Lord was now answering her question 
and at the same time was re-calling her for His purpose. 

The writer was overjoyed and was ready to take a quantum leap of faith and reach out 
into the world to the poor, the marginalized and the less fortunate; a clear and unique mosaic that 
she experienced during her work as a Nursing Supervisor/Administrator and Certified Nurse 
Practitioner. As a conventional medicine provider with prescriptive authority, the writer was 
zealous to explore the realm of the supernatural for healing ministry for which she had a great 
passion, following the Great Commission of Jesus Christ. The biblical foundation that was 
ingrained in her since childhood continued to convict her for the purpose of showing and 
showering love to all and to reach out and be a blessing with the skills and knowledge with 
which the Lord provided her. She learned to stand on the promises ot God, depend on the Lord 


for all of her sources and needs, seeking the kingdom first as Jesus taught in Matthew 6:33. 


PROBLEM STATEMENT 
The problem that will be addressed in this Doctor of Ministry project will be to evaluate 
the method of Christian discipleship based on the contents of the disciples’ call and their 
commissioning accounts. The writer’s project will be implementing a training program within 
the local church to train members how to effectively pray for the sick, hearing and obeying God 
and claim their divine healing. The model will be evaluating the effectiveness of the training 
program to equip congregants to minister divine healing more effectively in the context of 


Covenant United Methodist Church, using the Global Awakening training program. It will, 
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thereafter, launch out, prepare and eauip leaders for healing, proclaiming the good news of the 
cross ecumenically in the Christian church, embracing inclusivity and diversity among the 


various denominations. 


CONJUNCTION 

How can the writer make a difference in the lives of the children of God and not lead 
them astray? The author plans to invoke the Holy Spirit and seek wisdom, understanding and 
revelation for the work to which she has been called. The writer will teach them how to receive 
their healing and keep it. She plans to discuss her personal encounters and experience with the 
Holy Spirit and spiritual manifestations of signs and wonders. The author herself once held some 
misconceptions of the manifestations before her personal encounter at a continuous nine-month 
revival at a World of Faith church in her hometown. 

This year, the 4" Sunday of every month has been designated as Healing Sunday. Many 
of the congregation range from baby boomers to the elderly. There are many illnesses and 
diseases striking the ecclesia and leading to numerous deaths, given the size of the congregation. 
The choir which consists of varying ages of men, on healing Sunday leave the choir box and 
head for home or the hospitality room and refreshments just as the healing service begins which 
is also before the closing of the morning service and benediction. There is much inward 
resentment among the congregation as the anointing is disturbing. 

Many of the congregation does not go up to the altar for the anointing or healing. In the 
natural world, longevity is eighty to ninety years, but in the spiritual world that longevity could 
be increased longer and with the enjoyment of excellence and in great health. The writer’s 


ministry will make an impact by being able to lay hands and stand in the gap where necessary. If 


ihe choir members know that people are truly healed, they would have second thoughts of 
leaving without the impartation of the Spirit and would become anxious for the anointing to also 
fall on them. The Scripture says that Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever.’ 
Malachi 3:6 says, "For I am the Lord, I change not.” Hosea 4:6 declares “my peopie perish for 
lack of knowledge.” The ecclesia will become more prayerful with fervency, will be exposed to 
and will be edified and be zealous of the works of signs and wonders which are constantly being 
manifested in our everyday lives across the world. There is no other religion in the world in 
which the giits of the Spirit are manifested. Romans 10:17 states, “That faith comes by hearing 
and hearing by the word of God.” The appetite for the Word would be so insatiable that all 
would want to cling to the Bible to fill up and be rejuvenated in Christ Jesus. 

The hospice programs in which many are placed would have no place as hospice 
programs are a contradiction to divine healing in these last days of the outpouring of the Spirit, 
according to the prophet, Joel 2:28-32. John G. Lake closed down the hospitals in Spokane, 
WA, channeled with the miraculous and led by the Spirit of God. The city was considered the 
healthiest in the U. S. The scripture is convincing and says that I shall not die, but live and 
declare the works of the Lord, in Psalm118:17. They would be taught to renew their minds, learn 
that faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God who is very close to all. Jesus paid 
the price of the new covenant for all. The word will not depart from the mouth of believers, 
states Peter in Acts. The body of Christ is broken for the congregation just as the congregation is 
broken, except that they are suifering from physical infirmities, misconceptions of God’s new 
covenant and no concept or authority of God’s divine healing and wholeness. This disciple has to 
depend on the Spirit for restoration to bring about change as every good action is done by grace. 
All the dreams, visions and promises of God to do a new thing in the author’s life for which she 


Heb. 13:8 (NKJV). 


prayed would come to pass as God promised to restore the years of the locus in Joel 2:25 and 


God is faithful and just to forgive all sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
SOLUTION FOUNDATIONS 


Biblical, theological and historical foundations were developed to lend support and give 
credence to this project. This practical ministry section integrates the essence of the author's 
diblical, historical and theological foundations to illustrate the ideal way that Jesus of Nazareth, 
the Sovereign Lord of our salvation, molded and commissioned his disciples, by his power of | 
signs and wonders, as recorded in the book of Hebrews. ““How shall we escape if we ignore so 
great a salvation? This salvation, which was first announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us 
by those who heard him. God also testified to it by ‘signs & wonders’, various ‘miracles’ and by 
gilts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will Hebrews 2:3.” 

The Christian life is enriched and characterized by the experience of the Holy Spirit since 
the day of Pentecost. Peter delivered his oration and inaugural speech denying and defending 
their charge of being drunk.at nine o’clock in the morning. Peter referred to the prophecy of Joel 
that in the last days, God would pour out God’s Spirit on ail. He reminded them of the visions 
that young people would have, dreams, wonders, signs and miraculous events that would come 
to pass. 

In a single day, after Peter’s evangelization, three thousand people were baptized, 
converted and added to the Christian body. In this section of the paper the ministries of 
traditional religious groups, which have held varying and controversial opinions about the 
charismata and the work of the Holy Spirit in the post-modern era will be examined. Jesus 
Christ, in all of his journeys, functioned as a charismatic. religious leader. He bestowed distinct 


instances of physical and mental healing to an extensive number of besieged people in need of 
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his mercy. The Gospels tell us that he served them regardless of ethnicity, economic status, or 
age. Jesus sent his disciples and charged them to spread the Word and complete the work that he 
taught them to do. In Acts, Luke continued to show how weil the disciples carried out their 
commissioning, with the aid ot the Holy Spirit after being transtormed on the day of Pentecost. 

The basis of his ministry was love. The most concrete ways of expressing love is through 
concern for one another’s physical and emotional condition, the removal of lingering and 
tortuous infirmities, physical hindrances and the horror of mental or emotional illnesses. 
{lustrations of Good Samaritans pertorming healings in areas where sickness were prevalent and 
where little was known about curing and healing was an incomparable gift which Jesus 
commanded. 

Before Jesus departed to heaven, he proclaimed that all authority in heaven and on earth 
was given to him and that all mankind was instructed to make disciples, teach ail nations and 
baptize them in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. This means taking the 
Gospel outside of the church wails and into the greater community. This also includes different 
nations and alates Jesus teaches us that we should branch out and engage in baptizing and 
teaching the things that would transform people and all nations. 

The historical foundation for divine healing and wholeness began in the New Testament’s 
central mission of the charismatic, spiritual Jesus Christ of Nazareth. There have been arguments 
refuting divine healing as well as arguments that substantiated biblical references, past and 
present history of miraculous healing in this postmodern era and the use of scientific, 
conventional medicine in the 21“ century. When medicine failed and the people were healed 
miraculously, they gave glowing testimonies, glorifying God. These healings were affirmed and 


verified by their physicians and practitioners who showed documented, scientific investigations 


and data on their patients’ follow up visits. Those healed told of the power and wonder of the 
supernatural and researchers justified the findings by demonstrable synthesis of empirical 
research and encouraged important new areas for evidence based scientific and spiritual 
exploration. There have been many scholarly reviews that raised questions as to the education 
structure and curriculum in seminaries in regards to the gifts of the Spirit and signs and wonders. 
John Wesley and many of these authors of the 21“ century show where there were unbelieving 
believers in divine healing and believing unbelievers. These authors supported their claim in the 
miraculous with sound biblical references, justifying their claims and adamant belief. 

The theological foundation for this project is based on the commissioning of Jesus. 
Although, the Methodist Church has a rich heritage of John Wesley, the father of Methodism, the 
church has been focused on liturgy, preaching and teaching. Their focus has omitted miracles, 
signs and wonders and the gifts of the Holy Spirit, the charismata. It should be noted that it is not 
the intent of the author to disparage the church or the denomination but to the contrary. The 
author recognizes the need for invocation, baptism and impartation of the Holy Spirit in the 
church. These signs and wonders were demonstrated on the day of Pentecost in the upper room 
with the disciples of Jesus Christ and thereafter in the Early Church and throughout Christianity. 

The Kingdom of God is the gospel or Good News that Jesus brought into the world. The 
New Testament describes the gospel from Jesus as the Kingdom of God: “I must preach the good 
news of the kingdom of God” ‘repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Mt4:17; Lk 4:43). 
Jesus’ central mission did not represent a kingdom of traditional theology, meaning the visible 
Church or the invisible Church referring to true believers. The Kingdom of God was not a 
physical structure as many in those days tried to envision, even Peter as seen at the 


transfiguration of Jesus. The Kingdom of God is described directly or indirectly as God’s ruling 
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power in the hearts of humankind. Jesus atfirmed in the New Testament passages: “It I by the 
Spirit/finger of God cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon/to you” (Mt 
12:28; Lk 11:30). Paul reatfirms: ~The Kingdom of God does not consist in taik but in [miracle] 
power” (I Cor 4:20). Mark 9:1 and Revelation 12:10 refer to the outpouring of the Spirit of 
power and prophecy on the church in the New Covenant era beginning on the day of Pentecost 
with the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. The promise of the Spirit: “God did not give us a spirit of 
fear, but a Spirit of [miracle] power, of love and of a sound mind” (II Tm1:7). 

The Kingdom elsewhere is associated closely with acts of healing and exorcism (Mt 4:23; 
9:35: 10:7-8; Lk 4:40—43; 8:12; 9:2, 11: 10:9, 11; Jn 3:5-6; Acts 8:12-13; Rm 14:17). The 
New Testament does not theologically describe the kingdom, it places emphasis on the diligence 
and importance of entering it, as noted in Matthew13; 11:12 “From the days of John the Baptist 
until now, the Kingdom of heaven has been forcefully advancing and forceful people lay hold of 
it,” or “the Kingdom of heaven has experienced violence [because] violent people grab it or 
snatch it away aggressively (arpadzousin)” (Mt 11:12; Lk 16:16). 

This violence expresses the connection between the kingdom and those who would enter 
it. They do so by aggressive, persistent faith. This involves receiving a revelation about the 
kingdom and responding single mindedly with all our heart, mind and strength. The Kingdom of 
God is the New Covenant relationship of being led by the Spirit into a ministry of life and power 
in intimacy with God in Christ Jesus (Mt 13). The New Testament was written for our edification 
of the Kingdom of God. The nature of the kingdom is expressed in the typical way God reveals 
God’s self in divine power (I Cor 2:4—5; 4:19-20). The truth of Christian preaching (presenting 
the kingdom) is dynamically expressed in dunamis (miracle power: Rom 15:19; 2 Cor 12:12; 1 


Thess 1:5). 
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The doctrine of salvation is all that God has done for mankind, by delivering mankind 
irom the lost position in sin and presenting mankind in glory. Salvation was demonstrated at the 
cross and is received through /aith or beliet in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. Salvation is the 
xey element to obtain eternal /ife and is the element whereby all can claim their healing and 
wholeness in this life in this transitory world. The doctrine of grace is related to salvation 
defined by Protestants as unmerited favor paid for by the shed blood of the sacrificial Lamb, 
Jesus Christ on the cross of Calvary. This concept was borrowed trom ancient Catholicism that 
saints could accumulate merits that could be transierred to anyone, who prays to them to cover 
the cost of salvation, depending on their financial situation. The New Testament emphasizes 
grace as generous spiritual empowering in a charismatic sense. Charismata, spiritual gifts, are 
derived from the” New Testament word for grace (charis)”. God supplies those God loves with 


undeserved or unmerited favors, according to their need (Eph.1:5-8; Ti 2:11; Ex 34:6). 


PROPOSED TREATMENT HYPOTHESIS 


The hypothesis for this project is, “If a theologically and practically relevant program of 
divine healing is implemented in the life of the church, parishioners will experience divine 
healing and wholeness.” The writer will carry out grounded qualitative research methods in this 


study to determine the answer to this question. 


The writer believes that there is a great need for the teaching of the Word of the Lord, in 
regards to God’s plan of physical health and wholeness for all God’s people. The hypothesis 
examined by this research project is that Christians/believers will be participating in a six-week 
healing training program. The class will meet once a week at the church. This will increase the 


participants’ expectations of seeing more people healed by the works of the Holy Spirit in the 
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name of Jesus Christ. Their belief, trust and hope in God for healing will be increased 
immeasurably and they would claim their healing without reservations. They will receive more 
word of knowledge, wouid be excited about the works of the Spirit and will have more intimacy 


and relationship with God. 


RESEARCH METHOD 

This project is a six-week qualitative research design. It is not a longitudinal study to 
clarify long-term outcomes. it is not intended for causation because of its limited duration. The 
expected result is that people will be galvanized and healed led by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

The hypothesis will be evaluated through the use of pre-programmed and post- 
questionnaires. One questionnaire (see Appendix B) will be administered at the beginning of the 
training program. A similar questionnaire (see Appendix C) will be administered at the end of 
the training program project. The results of the pre and post program questionnaires will be 
compared, using qualitative research methods. The data will be triangulated using results trom 
the questionnaire data along with personal interviews, journaling, case studies and surveys. 

Participants in this study will be the weekly evening Bible study group, including the 
Pastor. Prayer, praise and worship will be included. The writer also plans to show a movie on 
missionary work in foreign countries and the miracles claimed by non-believers who accepted 
Christ after their physical healing miracles. The writer is looking for a great transformation of the 
minds and hopes that the atmosphere set will become infectious and spread throughout the 


congregation to stir up their appetites from milk to solid food metaphorically speaking. 
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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

The intent of the study is to examine, analyze and explore the relevance and 
implementation of Divine Healing in a smail United Methodist church, to test the theory that 
with proper exposure and knowledge that the persons in the context of study can gain a better 
understanding of the gifts afforded to them by faith in God. Quantitative research will be used in 
testing a small sample of the congregation through pre and post-study questionnaires. 

The study will first expose participants to the concept of Divine Healing, as well as its 
history, historical & biblical exampies-and modern day applications & benefits. Secondly, the 
participants will be asked to monitor the spiritual growth and experiences with Divine Healing 
during the course of the study. Lastly, the subjects will be equipped with the tools necessary to 
not only experience the benefits of Divine Healing, but also to spread the process and benefits to 
others. 

The effectiveness of this six-week research study will be attended by a small group of 
voluntary congregation members. Before the study, pre-questionnaires and surveys will be 
given. After the study post-questionnaires, surveys, and interviews will be administered. With a 
focus on the participant’s subjective experiences and interpretations the goal of this part of the 
research project is to obtain measurable qualitative results. 

The intention of a multi-faceted approach is to obtain both qualitative and quantitative 


data that can be used for further exploration of teaching Divine Healing to parishioners. 


CHAPTER FIVE 
FIELD EXPERIENCE 


The purpose of this dissertation chapter is to render a full report of the proposed project 
on equipping and evaluating congregants in the context of Covenant United Methodist Church 
(CUMC), where the researcher attends, to become enlightened in Biblical teachings, knowledge 
and wisdom of the Holy Spirit as related to spiritual healing. The goal of the project was also to 
raise awareness of the love of God and significant manifestations in relation to divine healing in 
the ecclesiastical body of Jesus Christ. This knowledge would be demonstrated locally and 
eventually be transferred and reach out into the world. 

The proposed hypothesis stated that if a theologically and practically relevant program ot Divine 
Healing was implemented in the life of the ecclesia, then the parishioner/congregant would 
experience divine healing and wholeness. The nucleus subjects were to be equipped and 
enhanced with gifts of divine revelation, discernment, the Sword and be informed and trained to 
acquire the Biblical knowledge necessary for the proposed journey of healing ministry. Since no 
one in this context had charted this journey, much preparation was needed. The writer discussed 
the project with the Pastor of the church, who pledged her support openly to the Bible study 
group. During a Sunday morning service in early December, the researcher announced to the 
congregation, that she would be conducting a research project to fulfill the requirements of her 


Doctor of Ministry degree. 
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These educational sessions would provide foundational education and training related to 
how to pray for the sick and how to lay healing hands and give the glory and honor to God in the 
name of Jesus Christ. The participants would be encouraged to step out of their comfort zones, to 
ve bold and to have confidence and faith. They would be relying and leaning on the Holy Spirit 
for spiritual nourishment. growth and empowerment. This Ministry team would ideally involve 
in various members of the congregation. The investigator hoped that this method of ministry 
would become infectious and saturate to include the geographic surroundings and community. 

The investigator extended an invitation to those believers who felt called to the service 
and would be interested in seeing members and anyone who was ill or needed prayer receive 
their healing and physical wholeness. During the middle of December the church secretary was 
asked to place the announcement in the church’s Sunday bulletins every week until the session 
concluded in February, as a reminder to the ecclesia. It read “Invitation: FYI —PG, (the 
researcher) wiil be conducting a Doctor of Ministry project, which will run for six weeks, 
beginning January 2013 during evening Bible study on Tuesdays. The purpose is to equip 
congregants how to administer Divine Healing.” 

Originally, the researcher planned to have ten subjects as a good sample for the research 
in this small congregation. Since a group which included the writer met on Tuesday evenings for 
Bible study it seemed feasible to incorporate this group and additional persons who would be 
willing to commit to the six weeks of training sessions. However. due to varying circumstances 
the count of committed individuals dwindled to seven. The author asked certain members to 
become Context Associates and explained that they would work in collaboration and assistance 
in the preparation of the teaching material and curriculum for the class on divine healing. Four of 


the five people asked stated that they would be willing to lend support to the project. The fifth 


person was overwhelmed with employment activity and declined to participate. The four context 
associates who held positions in the church as Lay leader, Director of Ministry, media 
representative and newly appointed church historian and the education coordinator stated that 
they were supportive of the project and thought it would be an asset to the church’s ministry and 
outreach mission. They were not in a position to make that necessary commitment of lesson 
plans and curriculum as this was new and different scenario. As talented as they were, they did 
not feel as if they had enough experience with the topic to make a personal commitment. The 
education coordinator has been preoccupied with aging family emergencies in the city as well as 
out of town. She, however, would be supportive. Every context associate inquired of the time 
span that they would have to be committed and all that was entailed. 

The researcher prayed constantly months before the sessions started for guidance and 
wisdom and revelation from the Holy Spirit. She asked the Holy Spirit to guide and reveal what 
should be taught as she felt that she had no knowledge and was inadequate and powerless to 
teach and equip anyone for such a spiritual journey. She relinquished herself to the Holy Spirit 
ready to do His will and promised not to lead any of the sheep astray with God’s direction. Prior 
to the start of the sessions the announcement about the classes was reiterated during the church 
announcement and a briefing of the entire action research project and expected outcome was 
explained by the researcher. 

She would be using phenomenological methodology and grounded theory. The details of 
the perspective education was given not only to eradicate misgivings and gain support for the 
project but also to give everyone the opportunity to look at themselves from within and question 


their legacy as children of God. It was a reminder for the congregation to pray and ask the 
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blessings of the Father to light the fire for a dynamic revolution of the power of God and 
revolution. 

The Researcher met with the Context Associates after Sunday morning worship weekly. 
Some were absent trom weekly services so the writer made pertinent phone calls to keep abreast 
and follow the seminary’s guidelines. The writer discussed how the program was progressing 
and they gave much needed feedback from the congregation with encouragement and words of 
assurance. The Pastor had expressed the desire to be a subject. After discussing the situation with 
my mentor and the Pastor it was decided that it would be more beneficial for the Pastor to be one 


of the Context Associates who would be able to give guidance and lend support to the researcher. 


THE SETTING 

The author will begin by summarizing the occurrences from the first session in the 
evening with all of the information given to the participants and their respective responses. 

Step 1: The weekly reports will include the session theme, session duration of hours, 
from start time to end time, which varied at times from the proposed timeframe, activity for each - 
session, documented observations and the researcher’s journaling of participation and number of 
participants at each session. General notes on participation documented by the researcher and a 
“scribe” chosen by the researcher to help her to capture the essence of the various discussions. 
The scribe grew up in the context church, is a family member and attends special events and 
bible classes the researcher was reluctant to videotape or record the meetings. She envisioned 
that the subjects would not be as open, candid and forth coming with their interaction and 
ieedback during the in-depth discussions on the work of the Holy Spirit in their personal lives, 


families and the study needed to confirm to the criteria of human subject design. [f the sessions 
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lacked a measure of confidentiality, the study would sutfer from the withholding of vital 
information even though anonymity was promised. The hypothesis was tested through survey 
designs.' 

Step 2: The study will discuss the findings from participant pretests, journaling, 
roundtable interviews and the researcher’s observation, general discussion and post-test surveys. 
Finaily, the author will report findings of the analyses of the pre and post-test and evaluation, the 
participants’ journaling and field journaling collected. There will be comparable data from all 
key respondents from their journals and phone interviews to validate some of the discussions 
captured in journaling and justified the methodology with triangulation. 

{n their book, Qualitative Data Analysis: an Expanded Sourcebook, Miles and Huberman 
state: “That the variable is conceptually needed. The variable can be placed easily into specific 
indicators or components. The variable is of importance for positive measurement of the 
outcome. The field data should be relevant to the survey measurements of like data. A brief 
description or context chart would be shown in ‘graphic form of the interrelations among the 
group’ who is the context participants.” * 

In his edition of Writing up Qualitative Research, Harry Wolcott states, “The idea is to 


discover essences and then to reveal those essences with sufficient context, yet not become mired 


by trying to include everything that might possibly be described.” ? 


‘John W. Creswell, Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative, and Mixed Methods Approaches, 3rd ed. 
(Thousand Oaks, Calif.: SAGE Publications, Inc, 2009), 145. 


* Matthew B. Miles and A. Michael Huberman, Qualitative Data Analysis: an Expanded Sourcebook, 2nd 
ed. (Thousand Oaks, Calif.: SAGE Publications, Inc, 1994), 105. 


* Harry F. Wolcott, Writing up Qualitative Research, 3rd ed. (Thousand Oaks. Calif.: SAGE Publications, 
Inc, 2009), 39. 


This study implemented a purposive sampie. The sample of the project was “hand- 
picked" as the researcher was already familiar with the core group with whom she had been 
attending Bible classes. Phenomenology is a philosophical method that is used to investigate 
lived experiences. “A phenomenological study describes the meaning of the lived experience for 
several individuals about a concept or phenomenon.” This research dealt with this discipline of 
the phenomenology because it was dealing with culture. It is also It will deal with semi 
ethnography because it is dealing descriptive, cultural phenomena with people and the social 
culture of the church. The author would acquire new perspectives trom the experiences of the 
group in the areas of self-awareness, discipline, development and Biblical maturity within the 


context of the church and outside the walls of the building structure.’ 


THE RESEARCH PROJECT 

The Project was not longitudinal but short term, therefore the researcher would not be 
able to claim causation. The project was divided into six sessions held weekly on Tuesdays from 
7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. There were occasions when the sessions lasted past the scheduled time 
due to a late start or sometimes the overflowing power of the Holy Spirit and the unending thirst 
of the recipients. This schedule was maintained for the duration of the sessions although there 
were two occasions when the sessions started later about 7:20 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. to allow for 
inclement weather and late arrivals. There was also excessive unpunctuality of prepared meals 
brought in by some of the subjects for the hospitality which took place prior to the project. The 
evening meals were not part of the Sessions. Serving such meals at 6:30 p.m. and being ready at 
7:00 p.m. historically, to commence the studies, was the practice the researcher left in place, so as 


aot to cause disruption in peoples’ routine and work schedule, allow for the easy flow and avoid 


*John W. Creswell, Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative, and Mixed Methods Approaches, 3rd ed. 
i Thousand Oaks, Calif.: SAGE Publications, Inc. 2008), 150. 
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any hardship and inconvenience. There were seven temale participants, ranging trom about age 
thirty to late sixty. The Pastor and a family member of the researcher who was used as her scribe 


as aforementioned were added to the lists of the context associates. 


SESSION ONE 
COLLECTION OF DATA 

The researcher welcomed the Pastor and subjects and thanked them for their active 
participation. A father of the church, who had planned not to be a part of the project, pleasantly 
surprised the researcher and decided to attend and participate as an observer when possible. All 
were invited to authentic worshipping and praising God with songs of love, faith, truth, faith, 
peace and joy that embraced a relationship with Jesus Christ and ushered in the Holy Spirit, 
electrifying the room. The messages were in the words of the songs. This was tollowed by 
fervent prayer, asking for the Holy Spirit to guide us in our mission, direct our path and give 
each of us, individually and collectively, the revelation and guidance as we continue to proclaim 
the name of Jesus of Nazareth as our Divine Healer and Advocate for our salvation. We asked 
for the power of the Spirit to fall on us so that everyone wouid be electrified and experience that 


supernatural power and be able to give their testimonies. 


Project Goals and Mission Summary Outlined 
The objective outlined was to provide an opportunity for the participants to acquire 
knowledge and principles that would lead to increased Biblical foundation and knowledge in 
relation to their commissioning by Jesus Christ. By the training and new knowledge that would 
be gained they would experience spiritual growth and become familiar with the supernatural 


signs, wonders and miracles. This would promote a paradigm shift and propagate the 
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ecclesiastical body of Christ, encourage ardent and fervent prayer for one another and thus claim 
their healing and wholeness in body which Jesus ransomed at the cross, according to {saiah 53: 
“By His stripes we are healed.” Many ot the ecclesiastical body sutfer trom ailing health, a fact 
of which they were all aware. Congregants sutfered from diabetes, cancer and hypertension, 
arthritis and thought that such sickness was an integral part of life. They were very accepting of 
their illnesses although they do pray and were believers. However, they were informed of the 
need to claim their healing and activate their faith through grace to claim their healing and 
wholeness which called for a change of mindset and attitude. 

People attend church services on a regular basis and reportedly “go through the 
motions.” The power of the Holy Spirit, which many realize were not showing visible 
manifestations in our congregation. The session instructor explained that many Apostolic and 
Pentecostal believers also show signs of neurological or the exhibition of their autonomic 
nervous system such as tears, laughter, uncontrolled tremors, change in their respiration; their 
body might experience thermal changes as heating causing them to perspire; their eyes might 
begin to flutter and they might experience symptoms of numbness and tingling in their hands, 
fingers and palms which would cause them to tremble.*> They might experience the sensation or 
feeling as though they were experiencing a high electrical voltage through their bodies, arms, 
hands and tingling in the fingers and perhaps be “slain” to the floor because of the dynamic 
power of the Spirit of God.° 

The researcher announced that everyone needed to have a taste of that exhilarating 


moment when such indescribable peace is felt during that interaction within the CUMC in a 


* Randy Clark, Learning to Minister under the Anointing - Healing Ministry in Your Church 
(Mechanicsburg, PA: Apostolic Network of Global Awakening, 2011), 8. 


* Thid. 


similar fashion as everyone was given the gift of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost 
according to Acts 2. A least one of the participants described the atmosphere as one of awe and 
great expectation and inspirational as we chart the course, pressing in and leaning on the 
everlasting arms . The educator of the session explained that we as a communion body need to 
experience the righteousness of God and the fruit of the Holy Spirit. The session today started on 
time as the researcher had made a request for punctuality and mandatory, regular attendance at 


ail the sessions. 


Session |: Goals and Session Overview/Orientation 

To be spiritually minded is to have the joy of the Lord, life and peace and harmony. The 
goals of the sessions were explained to help participants gain an understanding of the mission 
and the possible life applications of the project goals and expected outcome. Participants were 
each given a “Consent to Participate in a Research Study” form (see Appendix A). The title 
“Implementing a Training Program to Equip Parishioners to Effectively Minister Divine 
Healing and Evaluate its Effectiveness“. The length of the research study started from January 
16" to February 26": The purpose of the study was outlined as follows: 

(1) To teach congregants of Covenant UMC about divine healing and to prepare and equip 
them for the “laying on of hands” on the sick and claim their healing, cure and 
wholeness. 

(2) To measure how much was learned from class participation and evaluate the 
effectiveness of the training. 

(3) The results of the study would be anonymous and confidential. 


(4) They would not be identified in any report or publication of the study or results. 
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(5) They were being given the self-explanatory forms to sign after the researcher explained 
and outlined the contents to them. They demonstrated that they understood what was 
oeing asked of them and denoted that there were no further questions as the instructions 
were Clearly written. 

(6) They were assured that they could withdraw at any time if they wanted to without any 
repercussions or vindication. There were no further questions and each person appeared 
satistied with the explanation. 

After the consents were signed the participants were given a “Project Questionnaire” with 
twelve questions relating to healing and were encouraged to answer all the questions completely. 
The questions ranged numerically from 1 being not familiar, 5 being somewhat familiar to 10 
being very familiar (see Appendix B). 

The questionnaires were collected upon completion. Participants were each given small 
note books and pens and were asked to journal their experiences during the six weeks, starting on 
that evening. This would include their Christian journey, praying for the sick and one another, 
dreams and visions, hearing from God or any natural or supernatural encounters by them or their 
families as they shared their faith and relationship with Christ. Their weekly take home 
assignment was to monitor and make notation in their past and present encounters, gut feelings 
about their relationship with Jesus in the workplace or wherever the Spirit might lead them. This 
would be stories about times that they prayed for healing for themselves or others and the result, 
whether their prayers were answered and whatever they were led to document about their life 
experiences. The author explained that she would be using Grounded theory and explained the 
meaning which they claimed that they understood. They were told that the researcher would be 


using methodological triangulation, (3 methods to evaluate and give credibility to the research). 
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In addition, she would use the inter rater method where peers would read one another’s work and 
provide relevant, pertinent and helpful feedback. The author/researcher would also be journaling 
her experiences. They would be given a different folder for each of the Sessions with the 
contents and theme of the week. The folders would be in various colors to aid stimulation of the 
psyche and be easily recognizable from their regular books. The author would be using 
phenomenological methodology as the research would be dealing with culture. It would be 
dealing with biblical justifications, theological implications, that is, between theology and praxis 
or sociology.’ 

it should be noted that a survivor of cancer and member of the church (Mary not her real 
name) was invited by the researcher to share her testimony with the group. She felt touched 
during the session and asked to join the group, thus becoming the seventh participant. There was 
round table discussion with interviews, questions tielded and answered. Some of the participants 
appeared in deep thought and pensive with their hands on their chins as they tried to absorb and 
seize the moment on ail of the various views held from the discussions and the new knowledge 
shared and experienced. They felt comfortable to open up and express their inner feelings ina 
safe and relaxed environment. 

There was open discussion of the nature of Spiritual Healing. The researcher introduced 
and explained the “Love of God” and gave out copies of Biblical and Scriptural grounded 


references to support the teaching justifiably. 


i Extravagant love ot God documented in I Jn 3:1, Jn 3:16 and Rom 5:8 
2s Extensive love of God 
3, Expensive love Jn 3:16 


"Felicia LaBoy, “Research Methodology” (class notes, United Theological Seminary, Dayton, OH, January 29, 
2013). 


4 Exclusive in Jn 4:9 
> Exceptional love of God Rom 8: 31-39, Rom 5:8; Jn 10:28 
They were informed that as they were equipped and used their training people wouid start 
to use Scripture as a form of medicine. The researcher stressed the importance to the group to 
STOP believing in the natural and believe in the supernatural and step up into a new level of 
faith. The story of the great catch of fish by the fishermen /disciples of Jesus on the sea of 


Galilee was cited as one event. 


Session |: Personal Journaling 

Heaven is for Real- Book title. First day of Divine Healing Session. Researcher invited 
Mary to tell of her healing experience. She spoke of her out of body experience and told us the 
importance of praying for all and children. One person wrote in her journal that, “I am going to 
pray daily to God to cover children with the blood of Jesus Christ”. Another participant wrote, “I 
truly believe that God can heal, but I still have a hard time believing that he can use me to heal 
others. [ am praying that by the end of this session I will be confident and that God can use me in 
this way.” 

A third participant said, “I felt God’s presence tonight. I pray that every week will be as 
spirit filled as tonight. Casey’s input was great. I don’t think that I read one of the questions 
correctly on the survey.” She continued, “the question concerned how often God answered 
prayers for healing. I didn’t answer “all the time.” I should have. Sometimes the answer is not 


the one we want to hear. 


Session 1: Theme: The Power of Forgiveness 


Session Scriptures: Isaiah 53: 9-10. I Peter 2:24, John 3:1 , John 3:16, Rom.5:8, 10:27-8 


Session 1: Testimonies 

in her testimony the survivor, Mary (generic name), spoke of her diagnosis of cancer, her 
recovery and beating the grim prognosis which was given to her by her medical physician and 
science. She told her story and attributed her faith to Jesus and fervent prayers. Mary stated that 
she reportedly became ill and was taken to the hospital. She did not recall the emergency trip to 
the hospital. She recalled the feeling of being lifted up in the ceiling in the hospital and looking 
down over her right shoulder. She had an ‘out of body experience’ and ‘could only remember 
bits and pieces’. She stated that in her vision there was a big globe which seemed to be the body 
of Christ. She felt the presence of everyone she loved that had passed on to glory and she had 
joined them. She felt that she was wrapped up tightly in the Holy Spirit. She experienced much 
love, peace, security and freedom. This state lasted for about three months. When she woke up 
she asked for a special kind of donut to the surprise of her caregivers and family who were 
constantly at her bedside praying for her recovery. Since then she has had scheduled physicians’ 
appointments with glowing laboratory and X-ray reports which leave unanswered questions from 
her providers and caregivers. She has periodic physician’s visits for over five years and recently 
had a clean bill of health. 

She also stated that she had a great fear of heights all of her life. She was invited to the 
Evangelist Benny Hinn revival meeting in Indiana some years ago. She went with some friends 
who were believers in the Gospel of Christ and the works of the Holy Spirit. When she got to the 
meeting she had to climb up to the top of the stairs in the auditorium where the event was held 


since all of the seats on the lower levels of the stadium were occupied when she arrived there. 


She climbed the steps and reached the top safely. When she was about to take a seat that was 
vacant at the top of the bleachers as Benny was preaching, the evangelist waved his hand and 
everyone was slain by the power of the Holy Spirit and fell backwards. She recalled that she felt 
a strong wind, became weak on her feet and wobbly and landed backwards along with the other 
revival crowd in the meeting. Since that event and experience her fear of heights immediately 
left her and became something of the past. She gave God the glory and honor and claimed 
healing from her acrophobia. Mary was asked what she had learned from her experiences. What 
did God teach her during her experience?” That my living will not be in vain” was her quick 
reply. She added that there was a sense of “peace all over me” which is indescribable. 

There were also testimonies given by three other subjects around the table. A young 
personal friend of one of the participants was given a death sentence for a debilitating blood 
disease when she was very young. There were constant prayers for her health as well as family 
and friends’ support given to her. This personal friend believed in God and prayers. She lived 
past the time she was expected not to survive and lived a comfortable lifestyle to adulthood. She 
was blessed with the birth of a baby girl in her twenties and lived a fairly full and comfortable 
life until later in her mid-thirties when she passed away. 

Earlier this year, a person stated that inclement weather was predicted. Some of her 
friends were concerned since many people had to travel great distances to and from their 
«workplaces and the weather was becoming treacherous. She spoke of praying with her friend 
and prayer partners the night before for safe traveling mercies. They said the prayer of 
intercession and made specific mention of their sibling. The following day that sibling was 
involved in an automobile accident head on due to icy roads. The relative’s car went under the 


oncoming truck. It was a miracle that he survived the crash without significant harm. He 
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2omplained of back discomfort initially; however, when he was taken to the hospital the x-ray 
<eports were contirmed that there was no injury. They thanked and gave God the glory for 
answering their prayers. 

‘Another person gave a testimony on a hospitalized patient who was given a new 
diagnosis of cancer. The patient cailed her tamily and church members to her hospital room for 
prayer support for healing. The family, the church members and the nurses prayed daily for her 
recovery. She was discharged to her home trom the hospital. Two months later, the patient 
returned to the hospital to inform the nurses that her cancer had left and thanked them for their 
prayers The nurses did not even recognize her as her appearance had changed from what they 
knew and she seemed radiant. This healing miracle and wholeness was confirmed clinically by 
the patient’s physician. The staff did not recognize her because of how healthy she appeared until 
she revealed her patient identity to them. Necittes to say, her physicians were also surprised and 
amazed at her recovery. She gave God the glory and honor and professed that her faith in Jesus 
Christ and profound belief in healing and miracles were her testimony. No one could deny that 
by His stripes we were healed according to I Peter 2:24. 

These testimonies were emotional and brought tears to the eyes of many. Everyone was 
experiencing the Holy Spirit in different ways. Some were tearing, some appeared apprehensive 
and one participant shared the story of the book Heaven is for Real. In the story, Colton. a young 
boy nearly four years old, was rushed to the emergency surgery for a ruptured appendix. The 
surgeon gave a very grim prognosis his parents, according to the medical and clinical findings 
and the prevailing circumstances. When Colton woke up, he told an astonishing story that during 
ihe surgery he died and went to heaven for three minutes. He claimed that he had met his 


grandfather, the Biblical prophet, John the Baptist and Sampson of the Old Testament. He stated 


that he also met Jesus who “had eyes that were just sort of a sea blue and they seemed to 
sparkle.” He gave a picturesque view of heaven, including meeting with long deceased relatives 
and siblings from a miscarriage (which his mother never told him or anyone about elise besides 
his father). He told of the personal near death and the afterlife experience. He saw the blood 
wounds on the palms of Jesus. His father and Pastor wrote this inspirational book because he felt 
compelled to share the truth concerning God and heaven from the prospective of a child who was 
giving testimony. 

Colton wanted to remain with Jesus, but Jesus told him that since his father had been 
praying for his safety he had to go back with his earthly father. He is presently eleven years old 
and shares his story on television in the media. This story was told as the group discussed 
dreams, visions and personal life experiences. Colton’s story helped the group to begin the 
healing process from painful testimonies of their own life experiences. Prior to the group sharing 
and discussing this book, many within the group revealed that they had previously been unable to 
begin the healing process. 

The discussion also centered on the power of forgiveness and the nature of spiritual 
healing. Mark 11:25-26 was highlighted in referencing about giving and receiving forgiveness. 
An unwillingness to forgive is the principal hindrance to a person’s healing. The researcher 
discussed and explored the power of forgiveness and how it led to freedom from bondage, 
sicknesses such as hypertension or high blood pressure, diabetes, carcinoma, headaches, strokes, 
arthritis and mental illnesses or disturbances to the Spiritual healing and wholeness of the body. 
The unending and extravagant love of the Almighty and His forgiveness for our sins and 
forgiving others were explained in detail as the Biblical foundation for receiving and claiming 


our healing. The group discussed having the faith to remove mountains through the power of 
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forgiveness as discussed in Mk 11:23-24. Faith in Jesus Christ was the toundation for healing 
the power of the Holy Spirit. God wanted thanksgiving and praises to come out of both our 
hearts and mouths to give Him glory and honor. The group was encouraged to pay attention to 
their “gut feeling” and listen to their intuition as this was one of the ways that the Holy Spirit 
communicates with us. 

There was great enthusiasm throughout the entire session. The presence of the Holy 
Spirit was apparent. Jesus has given us authority so we should take it and thank Him for it. 
Much discussion followed regarding the existence and reality of spiritual warfare. They were 
encouraged to pray to their ancestors for repentance, forgiveness and deliverance from any sin 
that they might have committed knowingly or unknowingly. This served to break generational 
curses that might be a hindrance to their being able to deliver divine healing and strengthen their 
own wholeness. They were told that they would meet with opposition from Satan and the 
worldly powers, but they should stand firm in their convictions according to Ephesians. Jon 
Ruthven’s book, On the Cessation of the Charismata was dississed to acquaint the group with 
the realization that everyone does not believe that signs, wonders and miracles still existed. The 
biblically grounded illustrations of miracles were discussed.® We discussed that we should pray 
for our children and if anyone asked for prayer one should pray at that moment as tomorrow is 
not promised. The session concluded with the feelings of happiness, freedom, peace, cleansing of 
old hurts and giving the burdens to God. 

Our lives are a testimony. The session was dismissed with exhilaration and a song of 
praise followed by prayer and the Abrahamic blessing released on them as Jesus released His 


blessings to all in attendance on the Sermon on the Mount before He sent out His disciples. The 


* Ruthven, On the Cessation of the Charismata: The Protestant Polemic on Post-Biblical Miracles, 92. 


participants were eager to gain new knowledge as well as to taste what divine healing entailed 


along with proof that it works. 


SESSION TWO 

The teaching of the following Tuesday’s session was that worship opens the door to 
grace. As such, the session started with songs of praise and worship. A review of week one 
followed a round table discussion. Participants were reminded that they were the chosen nucleus 
to help transform the rest of the ecclesia and that they were being equipped for divine healing. 
The act of forgiveness was reinforced both giving and accepting like Peter was able to forgive 
himself after denying Jesus. A different participant shared that someone had called the church. 
The person sounded desperate and asked for the Pastor requesting prayer. The Pastor was not 
available and this subject/participant was led by the Holy Spirit and was able to assist her. At 
this meeting a different male observer who had been one of the members of the group attended 
this session. 

He was one of the group members who had to withdraw due to circumstances beyond his 
control. The group also discussed feeling the person’s pain when praying for people. Someone 
gave testimony of feeling hip pain when praying for a church member. Neither she nor her 
husband ever had such pain. They subsequently found out that the person for whom they were 
praying had a severe infection in a hip wound. After much prayer the infection cleared and the 
patient was able to have the follow up surgery with success. Their pain left after they heard the 
lady’s testimony. They were again encouraged and informed of the reason to journal during the 


classes and to bring their journals to the meetings. 


Session 2: Personal Journaling 

Sciatic pain intense. The Lord allowed me to sleep. Prayer settled pain. Thank you Lord. 
Steps to walking out healing very helpful; especially the scriptures. “By His stripes we are 
healed.” I am healed. 

{ prayed gout trom my foot. Thanks be to God.” 

Session 2: Theme: The Holy Spirit, Confession and Repentance 
Session Scriptures: Romans 10:17, 10:9, Psalms 07:20, Nahum 1:9, Matthew 18:20 

Participants were given handouts about I John 1:8-9. If we say we have no sin we 
deceive ourselves; however, if we confess our sins, we are cleansed from all unrighteousness. 
We discussed the nature of spiritual healing and introduced the concept of Biblical Scriptures 
and texts that support Scriptural healing. The writer encouraged the attentive and focused group 
to take full advantage of the knowledge of spiritual healing and attempt to commit healing 
scriptures to memory. They were encouraged according to Romans 12:2 to change their way of 
thinking because changing the way we think and live our lives strengthens our journey with 
Christ. Believers renewed their minds or changed their earthly ways of thinking by focusing on 
the word of God from which healing originates. The gospel came not only with the word, but 
also with dunamis (miracle) power. (I Thes.1:5) The Holy Spirit has the power to turn our 
thoughts and attitudes towards God and away trom the carnal ways of the world. Without the 
cleansing power of the Word, believers could become insensitive and trapped into worldly 
temptations. 

First Corinthians teaches believers to isolate themselves from the wickedness of the 


world. (I Cor.5:9-10). Christians should live the fulfilling meaningful life that God intended. 


Living the fullest life is available to everyone. This is God’s universe in which believers reside 
in this transitory life. God has a better plan for each of God’s servants. 

The group discussed passages concerning scriptural healing and confession of sins 
according to Romans 10:9. Romans 10:17, Psalm 107:20, Nahum 1:9 and Matthew 18:20 
(‘Wherever two or three are gathered together in my name in the midst of them were discussed 
with much conviction). The atfliction would not return a second time. (Nahum 1:9). The 
subjects were encouraged to read the Word and become more knowiedgeable of Spiritual 
nealing. We emphasized the work and mission of the Holy Spirit. Participant’s folders for this 
week were red in color to reflect the flame and fire power of the Spirit. 

The work of the Holy Spirit is to glorify Jesus Christ by signs and wonders and miracles. 
(John 15:26) God uses the truth powerfully to touch people. (John. 16:13) Today’s session 
package included literature on the Holy Spirit, excerpts from the United Methodist Member’s 
fandbook affirming members that the UMC denomination believes in the Holy Spirit who is 
“God’s present activity, challenge, support or comfort in our lives.” They were taught that 
before Pentecost the Spirit dwelt among us. Since the day of Pentecost, the Spirit dwells within 
each of us. A concise training manual for the Spirit was also placed in the folder with a theology 
of the Holy Spirit: Who is the Holy Spirit? The Third of Three Persons of the Trinity; Much More 
Than an Ethereal Life Force. 

The Spirit is composed of intellect, emotions and will. (I Cor. 2:11) There were some 
detailed discussions on understanding the Spirit or Holy Ghost. The Scripture says that all the 
characteristics of God that exist in the Father and the Son are equally apparent in the person of 
the Spirit. The Spirit has the attributes of God and has specific functions and roles in our mortal 


lives. The Spirit gives us joy (Luke 10:21, I Thes.1:6), He teaches (John 14:26), convicts (John 


16:8), leads (Rom. 3:14), strengthens and encourages believers as they walk with God (Acts 
9:31), comforts the downtrodden and abides to help us in our weakness and intercedes. (Rom. 
3:26) The Spirit searches the deep things of God and sanctifies or sets us apart as believers and 
makes intercession for us (I Cor.2:11, Rom. 15:16). The Spirit should not be quenched (I 
Thes.5:19). As a person, the Holy Spirit is ever present in our lives and will make known to 
believers things that they could not know in the naturai (I Cor.14:25). The Holy Spirit is a 
lifestyle and we have a relationship with the Spirit. Emphasis was placed on this section as the 
congregation appeared uncomfortable to follow the lead of the Spirit during worship services as 
it was not a part of the traditional Methodist denomination and setting. 

They were reminded that the Methodist church was deeply rooted in John Wesley, the 
founding father from whom Pentecostalism was birthed. To be filled with the Spirit is to be 
filled with Jesus Christ who wanted to enable everyone who believed and trusted in Him as the 
resurrected Lord to experience the supernatural life to which all were entitled because of the 
crucifixion, death and resurrection. Literature on symbols of the Holy Spirit was distributed to 
raise awareness and to enhance and broaden their understanding of the various symbols. The 
dove (Mk.1:10), oil for anointing (Lev.8:10, 12) and Is.61:1, Lk.4:18, “The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me; because the Lord hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the poor.” The 
anointing indicated the authority of the Spirit to perform specific duties. They were informed that 
the author chose the Isaiah 61:1-2 and Lucan 4:18-19 texts to incorporate in the Biblical 
foundation of the Project. 

The Greek and Hebrew words pneuma and ruach translate as the “wind” or “breath” of 
God. As certain aspects of the Pentecost experience in Acts 2 were discussed, the group was 


zeminded of the sound of the rushing mighty wind. Also, it was the breath of God that breathed 
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into Adam tor him to become a living soul. It was the same power or activating energy that 
raised Jesus Christ from the dead and that dwells in each of us. It was emphasized that Jesus 
gave us the authority to go out into the world and heal the sick, lame, deaf. blind and raise the 
dead. (Matthew 28) 

A portrayal of God’s attributes was also given examining moral beings, creation, time 
and space. False views ot the Trinity, ancient diagram of the Holy Trinity and the four 
groupings of Spiritual Gifts were mentioned to raise awareness that temptation lay ahead. They 
should remain strong and be fervent in their prayers and spiritual duties as Christ overcame the 
nead of the serpent on the cross at Golgotha. (Mark 15:22-39) 

A summary of fruits of the Spirit, Spiritual gifts, the description, what each gift does and 
the Biblical texts added to the enthusiasm of the class. There are banners hanging in the 
hospitality hall of the sanctuary denoting them. The teaching brought clarity to the meaning of 
the banners for their edification and enlightenment. 

The next session would be held in two weeks instead of the following week to allow the 
author to attend classes. Participants had enough information for stimulation and they yearned 
for new knowledge from the Word. They were also encouraged to keep journaling daily and 
praying tor each other during the absence. 

Before the session ended, the subjects were given the opportunity to ask questions at any 
moment during the discourse and to ask for clarification of material if needed. They were each 
given cards on “Steps to walking out your healing” with explanation of each step documented 
with corresponding scriptures. The cards which the researcher bought from Global Awakening 
were divided into seven sections: 


i. tis a Spiritual Battle 


2. Symptoms are not the sickness 
3. God’s promises in Scripture 
4. God’s Promises in His Spoken Word 
5. Walking in Forgiveness (Mat.18:21-35, I John 2:10-16). 
6. Fear Not, Love Instead 
7. Father Heart of God 

Additional verses were shared. Healing is the children’s bread (Mat.15:21-28), Beloved, I 
pray that in all respects you may prosper and be in good health just as your soul prospers (III 
John 1:2). 

The writer shared her story about her vision and asking God to do a “new thing” in her 
life. She was led to a World of Faith Church three years ago where she received and experienced 
the baptism of the Holy Spirit and was slain to the floor for the first time. A detailed discussion 
ensued. The writer also shared what she afterwards realized was a word of knowledge tor a 
Lenten service worship among all the UMC churches and shared it with the Pastor at that time. 


The session ended with praise songs and prayer and being filled of the joy of the Holy Spirit. 


SESSION THREE 
Session 3: Personal Journaling 
Prayed with church member who was upset about her mother’s health. Dreamed that I 
had been healed from an ailment. 
Be still and pay attention to the voice of the Lord. Trust God and obey. Listen for His 


voice in scripture, in what happens daily, in what people say. Pray without ceasing. 
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“{ prayed for Donna and Lynn. I prayed for a cousin with extremely low blood pressure. 
She is improved and much better. I had prayer with brother Saul. I prayed with Mr. Holder and 
led him to Christ. [ prayed with Dora on Sunday. She was having severe pain. She claimed 
relief after prayer. Thanks be to God.” 

I gave and received forgiveness. I forgave two people in particular who hurt me I 
forgave them and wished them well. I will keep them in my prayers. 

I'm recovering from a tall which resulted in exacerbated sciatica plus bruised muscles. I 
asked for prayer from the study group to pray for me. I believe God. I pay attention, trust God 
and obey. I listen for God’s voice in scripture, in what happens daily, in what people say. Pray 


without ceasing. 


Session 3: Theme: True Faith Through Grace 
Session Scriptures: Ephesians 2:4-10, Romans 5: 1-11, Romans 11:1-6 

The writer tried to follow the'syllabis closely; however, there were occasions when 
additional information was given or omitted according to how the Spirit led the group. The 
group started with songs of praise and worship. “Oh, Lord you are beautiful,” and Wonderful, 
Merciful Savior.” This was followed by prayer by the writer. We reviewed the goal of the 
project. During the time the researcher was away the Pastor showed the movie Father of Lights’ 
about divine healing in the outer world and among non-believers. There was much discussion 
and positive reaction to the movie. This offered encouragement and enlightenment on the subject 
of healing. The group noted that Jesus is limitless in healing and comfort and that these gifts 


also extend to various religions and non-Christians. Because of the miraculous signs and 


°’ Darren Wilson, “Father of Lights” (video), 2012, accessed January 10, 2013, 


http://fatheroflights. wptilm.com/. 


wonders there is the opportunity to further the building of the kingdom and relationship with 
Jesus after the people witnessed the events of the miracles performed. 

Participants shared their journaling. Some of them did journaling while others preterred 
to discuss events and did not do any writing. They were encouraged to make notes on all of their 
dreams, when they heard voices and when they prayed with the sick or anyone else. The 
scripture says the Spirit of God, Paraclete, would show you things to come. Grace and Truth 
came through Jesus. (John 1:17) They were encouraged to meditate on the word and live it until 
it became a part of their everyday life. Participants were asked whether they felt that they were 
receiving too much information. They agreed that they were not. They enjoyed the sessions and 
were striving to have their faith strengthened by the Word. They were told that faith came by 
hearing the word. When interviewed whether they had prayed with someone, two persons noted 
that they had prayed for people in their absence but not always with the persons. Participants 
were reassured that they were making a good effort and were encouraged in their journey. Two 
others had prayed with church members/congregants who were having a difficult time in their 
personal lives and were helped with the prayers. 

There was open discussion and they were taught that “Grace” is a person in Jesus Christ. 
They were surprised at the statement. Mary asked, “If Grace was a person and why was it not 
taught enough in the church?” The Pastor agreed that there should be more emphasis. The 
concept of healing and life applications through Scriptures continued: 
1) The story of the woman with the issue of blood, who went through the throng of people, 
touched the hem of Jesus’ garment and claimed her healing, was narrated by the author, 
according to Mark 4:34. The writer spoke of the authentic power of Jesus in His talith 


(Malachi 4:2 Son of Righteousness with healing in the wings). There was a talith on the 


4) 
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‘able for display as weil as a shofar that was used in Bible days. Grace was shown when 
Jesus called the unclean woman out of the crowd to reveal her testimony. He called her 
“daughter” an told her that her faith had made her whole and brought her back to 
righteousness into the family of Abraham and to society from which she was barred or 
ostracized because of her illness. 

The raising of the daughter of Jairus from the dead, the ruler of the synagogue and the 
faith of Jairus for his daughter’s healing (Mk.4:41). 

The healing of the sick of the paisy that was let down the roof in his bed by his friends so 
that he could be Healed by Jesus. Much faith was demonstrated for the paralytic man by 
his friends, leading to his wholeness (Mk.2:1-5). 

The healing of the Syrophonecian woman’s daughter. Jesus claimed that he had not seen 
such great faith in Israel when the woman responded to his witty retort that it was not 
good to take the children’s bread and give to the dogs. He responded even the dogs eat of 
the children’s crumbs. He aifirmed that her daughter was made whole because of the 
mother’s faith. (Mk.7:27). 


The author referred the group to the healing Scriptures and emphasized that they had to 


speak healing words with authority and learn to recite them for the project and for continued 


success in praying and healing, curing and wholeness. The 5 Step Prayer Model for healing was 


discussed 


As everyone seemed absorbed in the healing stories of Jesus they were reminded that 


they had the same power in them that raised Jesus Christ from the dead. They were given the 


assurance that Jesus had left them with that force of power and authority, according to Matt. 28. 
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The 5 step prayer model was introduced adopted from Global 4wakening and was shared and 


discussed with the group. They were: 


) 


interview the person: Their name. the purpose of the requested prayer, the length 
of time the person was atfected, the cause of the affliction and their reasoning for 
their ailment. The purpose of the detailed interview was to determine the root 
cause of the atfliction or illness or traumatic event; perhaps psychosomatic 
disorder, mental illness, post -traumatic stress disorders, natural causes as any kind 
of accidents, injury/ trauma or debilitating disease as arthritis. It was of utmost 
importance to seek help, listen and depend on the Holy Spirit for revelation and 
guidance for the reason for the problem and for Him to show how to take care of it. 
Selection of the kind of Prayer: Prayer of Petition and asking the Lord to remove 
the inflammatory condition in the person’s affected part and take out the symptoms 
ot pain and worry. Command: In the name of Jesus command the inflammatory 
condition in the person’s affected part to be healed and all the symptoms of pain 
and worry to leave. The selection of command should be used to “break a curse or 
vow,” “casting out an afflicting spirit” or annoying spirit, “the prayer of petition 
was used and the progression has stopped.” The Holy Spirit was leading, or the 
Lord had given a word of knowledge or there was vivid indication that the Lord 
wanted to heal the person instantaneously. 

Praying for the desired effect: Speak out and ask the Holy Spirit to come with all 
of His might and Power. Ask the person not to pray. Ask him to close his eyes and 
focus on his body, informing him that that was a time for him to receive the gift 


from God. Tell him to “interrupt you” as you prayed for him/her if he/she 


4) 
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experienced any sense of heat/electricity/trembling or any unusual feeling as these 
are signs of healing manifestations. If indicated, have the person confess their sins 
and an unwillingness to forgive, anger etc. 

Pray at that time for the person’s emotional healing before praying for their 
physical healing as an unwillingness to forgive was the greatest hindrance to a 
person receiving his/her healing. [t was important that the person praying for the 
nealing should keep an open eye to see what God was doing to the recipient. The 
prayer spoken should be concise and specific. Different kinds of prayers should be 
tried. God’s vessel doing the praying should show compassion, love and kindness 
and pray with persistence. The person praying should not try to give advice or 
preach to the afflicted person but should follow the lead of the Holy Spirit. Ifa 
specific prayer showed healing was activated they were to keep with that prayer in 
the name of Jesus Christ. [f the cause of the illness was idiopathic/ unknown, pray 
for the symptoms and the cause. At the same time they were to enquire from the 
persons who were being prayed for if there was anything going on in their body. 
They were not to trust the method that was being used but only trust the Holy 
Spirit and to always give thanks no matter how small the result. 

Stop and Re-interview: Keep a keen and open ear to the Holy Spirit for revelation 
and restart the interview process. If the pain seemed to move around or increased 
in intensity during prayer or if the condition had been existing for a long time it 
should be considered as an afflicting spirit which should be cast out. If progress 
was not being made the person should be interviewed again with further personal 


questions of thei ancestors’ history, whether they had affiliations or participations 
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‘vith certain demonic cuits or satanic activity, whether anyone had ever 
pronounced a curse on them or whether there had been any family connections 
with “Freemasons”. The person praying should stop if the person was healed, the 
Holy Spirit signaied to stop or if everything was at a standstill in spite of different 
methods of prayer. 

5) Post Prayer Suggestions: [t was recommended that after piaving for the person 
he/she should be given encouragement and emotional support. The group was 
taught to encourage individuals to live a healthy lifestyle and was instructed on 
how to maintain and keep healing and prevent reoccurrence. There should be no 
condemnation about lack of the person’s faith or living in sin as the reason if there 
was no healing. If the person had been healed they should prepare him/her to 
resist any further attack in the name of Jesus. It was important to lead the person 
‘o Christ whether healed or not. 

The session ended later than scheduled; however, everyone was filled with the spirit and 
could not wait for the next sessions. There was ample time for questions and further discussion 
betore dismissal. Participants encouraged to write down their experiences and what they saw or 
heard to aid the project. The session concluded with praise songs and prayer for continued 
guidance which lasted roughly thirty minutes past schedule. 

SESSION FOUR 
Session 4: Personal Journaling 

When you do not know what to pray for call on the name of Jesus of Nazareth. The group 

selected a special person to pray for. We used suggested steps. Interview: answered most of the 


questions, but when [ got to the issue of forgiveness, I was led to prayer that this person be able 
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to forgive past hurts and wrong. I prayed fervently and asked for specific healing. I felt that the 


Lord Jesus was with me. I believe God heard my prayer. [ believe God. Thank you, Lord! 


Session 4: Theme: The Power of Willingness (Accepting Responsibility) 
Session Scriptures: Romans 10:14-15, Luke 15:11-32, Acts 2, John 21 

The session started with worshipping God with praise songs and the lyrics were given so 
that the subjects could actively participate with the music provided by CDs of the researcher, in 
che singing and meditation. The message was in the songs chosen for that day. The session 
opened with the gospel song “He is Lord” which was followed by prayer, invocation by the 
researcher and a moment of silent prayer to listen to what the Holy Spirit was saying. This was 
followed by a warm welcome and review of take home assignments/ journal. At this time, a 
group picture of the session was taken by one of the context associates to be given to each person 
as a certificate on the last day of the program. The father of the church who came on the first 
session was also present on that evening. Everyone was informed of the photo session and 
signed consent for their picture to be taken. The session started about thirty minutes later than 
scheduled continued. Handouts of the different kinds of prayer models were passed out to all. A 
brief review of the past session was discussed. 

The text book, The Essential Guide to Healing by Bill Johnson and Randy Clark was 
introduced to the group for future reference. Testing Prayer and Healing by Candy Guenther- 


Brown was also shared around the table for reterence. 


Session 4: Testimonies 

‘An open discussion followed as stated on the syllabus. The group extensively discussed 
hearing trom God in their journaling. It was noted that it was imperative to listen to God and be 
submissive to the voice of the Holy Spirit. Mary noted that the name of Jesus was one word 
which is “prayer.” Another subject noted that she had prayed for somebody in the congregation 
who had been having an overwhelming amount of emotional pain for her ailing mother and for 
her own health. This subject gained courage and in faith prayed for the person who thanked her 
for the prayer. The person was relieved of the stress she felt and her back pain was relieved.at 
that moment. They both thanked God for his grace and mercy. Another praise report was from 
Mary whose brother was backsliding from church. She informed him that she was ina healing 
group and was praying for him. She said that she prayed all week after the session and prayed 
that he would return to church. On the following Sunday morning, she turned around in church 
and saw her brother sitting in the pew behind her. This brought tears to her eyes. He began to 
weep after church when they greeted each other. She gave God thanks. They were encouraged 
to forgive themselves for their short comings as part of forgiveness just as Peter was able to 
forgive himself after he denied Jesus (John 21). 

The different kinds of prayer that are employed were reviewed and discussed: 

Prayer of Faith which is used much in conjunction with the prayer of Petition. This is a 
spoken prayer and a command of faith against something problematic as seen in Mark 11:22-23. 
Jesus taught his disciples that they need only to have faith no larger than a mustard seed in order 
to remove mountains. We have been designed by God to be limitless. Faith is the master key that 


would open every door. 


Prayer of Petition: When they prayed for something spiritual or tangible (Mk.1 1:24). 
“Ask and ye shall receive.” Jesus taught that prayer should be addressed to the Father and not 
to the organic Jesus as believers have a direct line to God in the name of Jesus. (John 16:24, 26- 
27, John 15:16) The Lord’s Prayer which was a handout with the meaning was also discussed 
around the table. 

Prayer of Forgiveness: This was prayed before God in the name of Jesus when someone 
nad been hurt or if someone was offended (Mk.11:25-26). They were reminded to forgive if they 
‘vanted God to forgive them. An unwillingness to forgive is the greatest hindrance to receiving 
healing. 

Prayer of Supplication: This was when they prayed and seemed to be under pressure for 
results. When they had the sensation of distress and feeling pressured (Heb.5:7 Who in the days 
of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto 
im that was able to save him from death and was heard in that he feared). 

Prayer of Committal: When they were plagued with fear, worry and burden. (Ps.55:2 
Cast thy burden upon the LORD und he shall sustain thee; He will never suffer the righteous to 
be moved.) 

Prayer of Authority: This was when they should take authority over fig devil or demon 
as they prayed to get out of the situation or off someone else for whom they were praying (Mat. 
18:18 whatever you bind on earth....shall be bound in heaven......loose on earth ....lose in 
neaven), 

Prayer of Agreement: When they needed another believer to pray and agree with them 
for what they were asking God (Mat.18:19 Where two or three are gathered together in my name 


there am [in the midst of them.) 


Prayer of Thanksgiving: Always thank the Lord for all favors in healing as well as 
before meals (Eph.5:20 Giving thanks always for all things unto God the Father in the name of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ) 

Prayer of Praise: When they praised, worshipped and glorified God. it should be in 
everything. Praise was the weapon of destruction that the enemy feared. 

Prayer of Intercession: This is when they would pray incessantly or repeatedly for 
someone or a group of people. They could connect with other believers as they lay hands (James 
5:16 Confess your faults to one another and pray for one another, that ye may be healed. The 
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much). 

United Prayer: This was when a group of believers prayed aloud individually and 
simultaneously for the common goal. This type of prayer was discussed in depth. Once of the 
subjects witnessed united prayer in the Korean church. The group felt the awesome power of the 
Holy Spirit. The author recognized someone speaking in tongues during the prayer. The 
researcher shared that she had just witnessed this type of prayer for the first time at her recent 
school intensive and it was indeed powerful (Acts 4:24-29 And when they had prayed and they 
were all filled with the Holy Ghost and they spoke the word of God with boldness). 

The group concluded with praise songs. One of the subjects was asked to dismiss the 
group with prayer. This was team building and reassurance to get everyone in the habit of 
praying without feeling uncomfortable. This was done to strengthen and encourage her, instill 


confidence as they became equipped to pray for those that were in need of prayer. 


SESSION FIVE 
THE EXTRAVAGANT LOVE OF GOD 
Session 5: Theme: Person Experiences & Life Growth 
Session 5: Scriptures: Ps.103:20, Ps. 1 07:20, Ps 118:17, James 5:13-16, fs.39:40, I Thes.5:23. 
Prov.4:20, Matt. 4:23 

The evening commenced promptly with devotion and praise songs such as, “Come, now 
is the time to worship,” “Open the eyes of my heart, Lord, I’m trading my sorrows for the joy of 
the Lord.” The worship and exaitation was followed by prayer. Take home assignments were 
reviewed around the table with open discussions for testimonials of any healing experiences that 
might have occurred. Participants were encouraged to continue journaling through discussions. 
One participant stated that she had been having dreams, but could not recall ail of them. She 
shared that she saw a man with bumps in her sleep. The man told her that he was healing her of 
whatever ailment she had. She had a diagnosis that she did not share and had been praying tor 
her own healing. She feels that she has been much healthier since attending the sessions and that 
she has grown spiritually considerably in her relationship with the Lord. 

Mary testified that she had prayed for a man who had attended church service on the 
Sunday before that Tuesday session. He was the husband of a member of the church and had 
gone to worship with his wife for the third time. As the man was leaving the sanctuary on 
crutches the author encouraged Mary to pray for him as this was a word of knowledge that the 
researcher/ author received from the Spirit. There were three other subjects who were present at 
the moment in the hospitality area. This would have been a great opportunity.for the group to 


experience praying and the laying on of hands. 
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Astonishingly, as { looked around and gave a second glance, they had all disappeared and 
there was no one other than Mary who was planning to leave at the same time with the visitor. 
Mary asked him whether she couid pray for him and he was delighted for her to pray for him. 
His wife had just stepped outside the door to leave when he called her back to wait on him while 
he engaged in prayer. Mary interviewed him and gave testimony about having been healed of 
cancer and the peace she experienced during her illness and recuperation. The visitor informed 
her that he was tired of being iil and wanted “peace and healing.” He noted that one of his 
physicians was planning to do a surgical procedure on his knee. He was sutfering from 
debilitating arthritis and was praying that he probably would not have to have the orthopedic 
surgery. 

Mary prayed with him with me in agreement for the Holy Spirit to touch his affliction 
and that he would receive his healing in the name of Jesus as he was standing by and holding on 
io the door leading out of the building. At that moment the Holy Spirit revealed to me to lead 
him to Christ. The writer went through the sinner’s prayer with him. He stated that his level of 
pain was not as severe as it had been prior to the healing prayer and we thanked God for the 
relief which he had experienced. He was hopeful that he would receive complete wholeness as a 
believer. When he left with his wife both Mary and I saw the transformational change in his 
appearance and mentioned it to him. 

On the Wednesday following his accepting Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior, he went 
to an ear, nose and throat physician for an appointment for hemorrhage from his nostrils. When 
ne left the physician’s office he was apparently feeling dizzy and fell, according to his wife who 
went with him. She took him to the emergency room at the hospital because of his chronic 


medical history. While in the emergency room after many invasive tests and procedures he 
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suffered a cardiac arrest and went to giory. The Pastor stated during the funeral service which 
was held at the UMC that he was planning to become a member of the church later when he no 
longer needed his crutches. His friends and family reportedly were concerned for his salvation 
until the author gave the testimony about what had occurred on that Sunday morning prior to his 
death on the fourth day. This testimony was given to let others know that the hour of salvation is 


in the present and that we should lead unbelievers to Christ. 


Session 5: Testimonies 

One participant stated that she had a dream that she had bumps on both of her arms. She 
Saw a man who came to her and told her that he was healing her and that she would no longer 
have the infirmity. She was diagnosed with a medical problem a few years ago and has been 
under the care of physicians. He/she had been praying for good health before the session started. 
The subject believed the illness was healed in the lungs and liver. He/ she felt good and knew 
that healing had taken place. The last blood work about a few months ago showed improvement. 
There was certainty that the physician’s report and blood work that would be done in a few 
months would justify her testimony. 

Another participant used the card with the five steps method to pray with individuals 
during the week with great anointing and the individuals feeling improved in various areas in 
their lives. 

A third participant gave a personal testimony. She had been seeing her physician for a 
certain diagnosis. She believed God that the only medicine she would be taking would be God’s 
medicine of healing scriptures where there were no side effects. She prayed and took care of her 


body of her dietary intake. She was pleased with the report she received from her doctor who 
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informed her that ail her blood work was within normal limits and that she would not have to be 
put on any kind of conventional medicine. She thanked God for answered prayer and divine 
intervention of healing for her. 

A fourth participant had a long history of skeletal muscle ailment with increased pain 
when it rained or when there was a change in weather conditions. The subject stated that she/he 
had a vision where she drowned in a body of water. She was informed that the Holy Spirit was 
working in her midst to relieve her as she reached out to Him. 

A fifth participant had been praying for her son. Recently during a winter storm and 
hazardous icy road condition her son was scheduled to work. Her son told her that he went into 
his car and prayed for safety for his journey to work before he departed. On that morning, he was 
in an automobile accident. He had a head on collision with a truck. His car went under truck. 
He survived with some scratches and a slight backache. He was taken to the hospital and all x- 
rays were negative for injury. They gave God the glory for sparing his life. 

A sixth participant had a disturbing dream. For about eight months, her elderly mother 
had been living with her. Her mother missed being in her own home and living independently. 
Her mother had been struggling with her faith although she attended church on a regular basis. 
She had held many positions in the local congregation and the district organization of churches. 
In a dream, she saw many colors like Joseph coat and was startled when she woke up. She was 
distraught as her mother was invoived in the dream, but she could not remember much of the 
details. We prayed with her at that time for peace and guidance from the Holy Spirit and 
dispelled any negativity. As we spoke of colors and glory of the Lord someone mentioned about 
the different colors seen of the statue of the Virgin Mary also over Jesus as is seen on paintings 


and statues. The researcher gave a brief insight of the “Shekinah” glory. 
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Subject number seven asked for explanation of “and calleth those things that be not as 
though they were.” This was explained with the leap of faith, believing that we receive what we 
need when we pray. At the end, the researcher reviewed the pretest to see how much knowledge 
was retained in preparation for the post-test the following week. 

This table talk, testimonies and interviews were followed by part 2 of aCD by Gloria 
Copeland on Divine Healing.” The disc encouraged praising and worshipping God and many 
testimonies and healing scriptures. Copeland noted that before the session was over in the 
healing school many would be healed. The group listened and felt the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Some were experiencing laughter, the joy of the Lord, the third participant was crying with open 
arms. Mary was smiling and giggling. The first participant was lost in thought and the Pastor 
was writing as fast as she could on her notepad so as not to miss any of the contents. 

The researcher told believers that if they resisted the devil he would flee. The session 
ended with Gloria Copeland praying for the entire healing school and charging everyone to claim 
their healing in the name of Jesus. All gave thanks to Almighty God and concluded with prayer. 
There were two youth who observed. They were given a handout of the Lord’s Prayer and the 
twenty-third Psalms. This session lasted until 9:15 p.m. The entire group was having such a great 


time in the Lord that none of the subjects wanted to return to their respective homes. 


Session 5: Personal Journaling 
“The discussion of J. Holder and his peace and freedom trom pain in death reminded me 
of my prayer for peace for my dad. We went to the nursing home to visit him on a Sunday and he 
was very confused and agitated during the entire time. When I returned home I prayed ardently 
for God to give him peace. He passed on the next day.” This was such a profound and 


"Gloria Copeland, God Wants You Well (Fort Worth, TX: Kenneth Copeland Publications, 1994). 
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compelling testimony as it brought tears to many cheeks, but yet affirmation of God’s goodness 
and Jesus being the Good Shepherd. Many had experienced family sickness and couid identify 
and reflect on past events. 

God Wants You Well: The Teaching Ministry of Gloria Copeland Healing. Believe and 
receive. Take the Scriptures like medicine (part 2 of CD played)."' 

“The researcher said that whenever we prayed we should always thank God. I do thank 
Him in all my prayers to him but when I prayed with a church member I did not. I will remember 
to thank him always trom now on”. “My forty-day commitment is to respond. [ am thankful 
whenever someone asks how I am”. 

“I felt touched by the praise song The Blood of Jesus. The lyrics state that, “The blood 
gives me strength from day to day and will never lose its power!” by the singer Andre Crouch. 

Another said, “I prayed with the Cooper woman who is a cancer survivor. She was 
having pain in her back and arm and was not able to keep her food down. She felt improved after 


prayer and supplication.” “To God be the glory. Thank you, Lord”. 


SESSION SIX 
Session 6: Theme: Life Application of Divine Healing 
A new way of examining faith, life and health from a biblical perspective 

This was the final session of the Project. The author informed participants that this would 
be the week of celebration and festivities of the finale of the Project. The writer discussed 
various selections of menus with the group and enquired of their preferences. The writer selected 
a traditional thanksgiving dinner with turkey. She made the request and arrangements for a 
delightful evening along with background music of songs and praise. About two weeks before 


" Thid. 
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the last session, the Holy Spirit reveaied to the author that she should organize the menu with 
Biblical symbolism and scripture. A turquoise folder contained the entire tive (numeral number 
of grace) course menu with biblical interpretation (a copy of the menu is placed in Appendix E). 

The session started just after 6:30 P. M. with songs of praise and worship .The message 
was in the music. Prayers for the past six weeks were made by different participants. Dinner 
lasted until about 7:15 P. M. after which a post-test was administered to all participants. The 
subjects also completed a post-project evaluation. The final message on the post-project 
evaluation pointed to baptism. communion (Holy Eucharist), forgiveness. grace, life, salvation 
and Divine Healing. All of these things point to the Cross on Mt. Calvary, Resurrection of our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the Messiah and the ascension and Pentecost 
blessings. 

Participants were exhorted to believe in God with unending faith and to celebrate the 
Jesus Christ who saves. This week’s folder contained the project menu, a photograph of the 
church building and its address. The mission of the church was included, “representing Jesus 
Christ as we serve, transform and empower our community.” Participants were given a copy of 
the John Wesley (1703-1791) text Bible Notes of the Lord’s Prayer and an excerpt from Judith 
MacNutt, “Divine Healing is Jesus Christ meeting you at your point of need” in How to Pray for 
inner Healing trom Divine Healing Ministries.” 

This excerpt emphasized the Holy Spirit’s power for healing. It also captured the key 
components of the teachings of the sessions. It recognized that Jesus taught and looked at 


everyone as an individual and extended love and compassion without reservation. Three 


? Judith Macnutt, “How to Pray for Inner Healing,” hitp://divinehealingministries. wordpress.com/ brother- 
davids-teaching-workshops/how-to-pray-for-inner-healing-%E2%80%93-iudith-macnutt/ (accessed February 7, 
2013). 
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observers came to the session and were welcomed. They were participated in the celebration and 
‘vere given handouts of Psalms 23 but were not given any tests or evaluations. The journals of 
the subjects were collected for review. They were all required to return the original journals that 
‘were given to them at the first session. Although they were reminded every week to document, 
some made light of having to write and preferred the personal and phone interview which the 
researcher conducted relating to the questionnaire. There was open discussion about life 
application, the concept of signs and miracles, supernatural manifestations and expectation of 
healing. Believers were told that they needed to practice what they had learned and were 
encouraged to put their experiences to practice. There were testimonials of healing experiences. 
The lessons were reinforced through questions and answers and role play. 

Participants had general discussions about the length of the sessions. The information and 
teachings were extremely valuable; however, it was noted that the sessions should have lasted 
longer than six weeks. [n the alternative, it was suggested that the session be held twice a week. 
Everyone present was encouraged to pray for each other for twenty minutes during the session. 
They could use which ever method of prayer they chose and felt comfortable to use to become 
accustomed to praying for other people and interviewing. The atmosphere was serene and 
intentional. Participants reported a sense of peace and calming of the spirit. Members reported 
back pains alleviated, migraine headaches disappeared and non-existent joint stiffness. Worldly 
stresses and emotional problems appeared to cease as everyone prayed for each other. 

A youth who was an observer was touched by the spirit and asked for prayer. The glory 
was given to God for His gifts. The group was encouraged to demonstrate the 5 step method of 
healing. The main emphasis was to assure that they were comfortable praying for others, laying 


on hands, listening to the Holy Spirit, hearing trom God, asking for revelation and taking the 
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message and torch into their congregation and the community. Miles and Huberman suggest that 


at the conclusion data from ail sources should be read, coded and organized for good analysis.” 


THE PRE-TEST, POST-TEST & POS-PROJECT ANALYSIS 

At the beginning of the project, participants were administered a pre-test with twelve 
questions. The researcher's intent in providing the questionnaires was to quantitatively measure 
the extent of each participant’s progress from the outset to the completion of the project. The 
quantitative data would provide objective evidence of spiritual progression and could be used in 
conjunction with qualitative observations and feedback from participants. Participants were 
provided the same test following the project’s completion. The quantitative data from the pre 
and post training questionnaires illustrate that the project was successful in raising awareness of 
the love of God and significant manifestations in relation to divine healing in the ecclesiastical 
dody of Jesus Christ. The seven participants ranked eleven of the twelve questions utilizing a 
standard Likert Scale from one to ten (see Appendix B and C). The remaining question was a 
polar question whose response was anticipated to be “yes” or “no”. 

Given the limited population of the participants, the researcher assumed that a strictly 
statistical analysis would not have generated results that were statistically significant. In other 
words, the researcher would not be able to conclusively ascertain using statistical measures that a 
positive relationship existed between the participants’ progress and his/her experience in the 
project sessions. So, the researcher compiled all of the data from the pre and post tests and 
sought out patterns in the resuits with the goal of highlighting useful information and generating 
conclusions. The compiled data was evaluated by analyzing changes in absolute numbers, 
percentages and averages. 


" Miles and Huberman. Qualitative Data Analysis: an Expanded Sourcebook, 2nd ed. 298-299. 
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Participants were asked in Question 1, “De you pray every day? (Yes or No)”. The 
researcher’s supposition prior to seeing the data was that a majority of the participants were 
prayertul on a daily basis, but the level observed was higher than anticipated, which a satisfying 
revelation was. Prior to the start of the analysis, six of the seven participants or 85.7% indicated 
that he/she prayed everyday as indicated in Table 1. After the project’s completion, 100% of 


participants reported that they pray daily. 


eS 


fh Te ate, Wet aerate ae eS 
Pre-test 
t— — 
g 85.7% Y 
: 4 
6 6 100.0% 
wa wv 
¢ = 
a5 35 
ae] 3 
tc 5 
| &* s 4 
3 3 3 3 
3 B 
E 2 E 2 
z 14.3% 2 
1 af 
0 re) 
No Yes No Yes 
tc . ry —ws 
Question 1 Pre and Post-Test Comparison: 
Do you pray every day? 


This indicated that the project succeeded in promoting the importance of personal prayer and 
devotion to further each person’s individual relationship with God. 

In Question 2, participants were asked to rank on a scale from one to ten “To what 
degree do you feel the presence of God when you pray?” On the scale, if a participant circled 
one, that represented feeling only a little presence of God when praying and choosing ten 
Suggested a strong presence. As noted in Table 2, prior to the sessions the average score of 


participants’ feeling of God’s presence during prayer was 7.6 out of 10 or 75.7%. Participants 
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average score increased in the post-test to 7.9 out of 10 or 78.6%. Participants’ feelings of the 
presence of God when praying was extraordinary prior to the commencement of the project and 
increased following the project. Given the daily prayer assessment evidenced in the responses to 
(Question |, the researcher expected the scores to be high for this question. Believers are typically 
more prayertul as they seek and embrace God’s presence and are more often conscious of the 
presence of the Spirit of the Lord compared to nonbelievers. It is worth noting in the data that 
one participant’s feeling of God’s presence shifted lower in the timeframe between the pre and 
post-test. As depicted in Table 2, Participant A’s score in the post-test is lower than in the pre- 
test. Participant A was going through a challenging situation during the last session of the 
project when the post-test was being administered. Although I prayed with Participant A about 
her troubles, the Participant’s faith in God was clearly shaken and reflected in the score shown 
below. A positive example of an increased recognition of God’s presence was Participant B 
whose score moved trom a ranking of 5 out of 10 to a ranking of 7 out of 10. Participant B 
testified at the end of the project that God showed him/her the path through a dark place. He/she 
accepted God’s hand and was led to a resolution. The resolution was not the answer that 
Participant B had anticipated, but she was able to feel God’s guidance and follow the path that 


was laid out for him/her. 
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Question 2 Pre and Post-Test Comparison: 
To what degree do you feel the presence of God when you pray? 


The question “How often are your prayers answered?” was posed to participants as 
Question 3. Participants were asked to rank their answers on.a scale ranging from one to ten 
with a one inferring that prayers are almost never answered and a ten signifying that prayers are 
always answered. Table 3 depicts the numerical results from this question. The average score of 
the participants increased from 5.8 to 7.9 out of 10 representing a 34.7% increase. 

The researcher generated many observations based on the participant responses. First, as 
shown in the data in Table 3 only six participants answered this question in the pre-test, while all 
seven participants answered this question in the post-test. Participant B retrained from 
answering the question during the pre-test. Recall trom the analysis presented in Question 2 that 
Participant B testified at the end of the project about his/her prayers being answered. During the 
pre-test he/she was still struggling with the answer that God was providing and therefore 


abstained from answering the question. 
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The second observation trom the data analysis was that during the pre-test 0.0% of 
participants acknowledged that their prayers were always answered. However, during the post- 
test 42.9% of the participants indicated their prayers were always answered. 

Thirdly, Participant A’s response during the pre-test was a three. Participant A’s answer 
for the post-test remained at the same level of belief — three. There appeared to be indecision 
and wavering in this participant’s faith. 

The researcher concluded that these observations have several meanings: (i) By the end 
of the project, the participants were praying more effectively. As they prayed, they reminded 
God what He had promised. As preached by Joel Osteen in his sermon “Remind God What He 
Said”, during the project we discussed asking God to provide what He promised and asking Him 
repeatedly. “God you said, the moment I pray, the battle will be overcome”."* The message was 
very impactful to the participants and demonstrated the efficacy of prayer. (ii) At the conclusion 
of the project, the participants’ spiritual understanding was more fully developed. This 
heightened understanding enabled them to better decipher God’s answers to their prayers. (iii) 
The participants’ increased belief that God answers prayers is a corollary to the fact that the 


participants prayed more regularly and more frequently sought God’s help. 


" Joel Osteen, “Remind God What He Said’ (Video of lecture, Lakewood Church, Houston, TX, April |, 
2012), accessed January (0, 2013, hitp://www.y outube.com/watch?v=K5A7ZNj3nU4. 


Table 3: PERSPECTIVE ¢ 
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Question 3 Pre and Post-Test Comparison: 
How often are your prayers answered? 


In Question 4, participants were asked to rank on a scale from one to ten “How familiar 
are you with these types of prayer — Soaking Prayer, Intercessory Prayer or Petitionary 
Prayer?” Ifa participant circled one on the scale that represented no familiarity with these types 
of prayers, while selecting ten suggested an extensive familiarity with these types of prayers. As 
shown in Table 4, the average scores from the participants’ responses improved by 59.4% from 
an average of 4.3 to an average of 6.8 out of 10. The results generally indicate a greater 
understanding of the different types of prayer. Nonetheless, substantial room for growth in this 
area remains as the post-test average for this question remains one of the lowest of all of the 
questions. The post-test average also excludes the answer from Participant C who responded to 
the question in the pre-test, but did not respond to the question in the post-test. Presumably 
he/she did not respond because there was still a lack of comprehension regarding these various 


types of prayer. 
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Question 4 Pre and Post-Test Comparison: | 
How familiar are you with these types of prayer — Soaking Prayer, Intercessory Prayer or 
Petitionary Prayer? 


In Question 5, participants were asked to rank on a scale from one to ten “How often do 
you attend worship?” Ifa participant circled one on the scale that represented that he/she never 
attended church, whereas choosing ten indicated that he/she attended church every Sunday. 
From the pre-test analysis, the researcher concluded that the participants were already consistent 
in their Sunday worship attendance. As shown in Table 5, the sessions bred a rejuvenation of 


each participant’s enthusiasm and commitment to attend church with an occurrence of 95.7%. 
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Question 5 Pre and Post-Test Comparison: 
How often do you attend worship? 


Participants were asked in Question 6, “To what degree is worship a significant aspect 
in your spiritual growth?” The participants were able to choose an answer from one to ten 
with one meaning that there was no significance of worship in a participant’s spiritual growth 
and a ten meaning that worship was very significant in a participant’s spiritual growth. The data 
in Table 6 shows a decline in the average score between the pre-test and the post-test of (2.9%). 
Based on the analysis from all of the data, the researcher concluded that the decrease in the 
significance of worship in the participants’ spiritual growth was fueled by participants’ 
beginning to explore spiritual growth outside of the boundaries of church worship. The 
participants began to place a greater emphasis on prayer because of their participation in the 


weekly sessions of the project. 
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Question 6 Pre and Post-Test Comparison: 
To what degree is worship a significant aspect in your spiritual growth? | 


The question “How often do you pray for the sick?” was posed to participants as 
Question 7. Participants were asked to rank their answers on a scale ranging from one to ten 
with a one signifying that they never pray for the sick and ten suggesting that they always pray 
for the sick. The participants’ average score increased 3.5% from 8.1 to 8.4 out of 10 as shown 
in Table 7 signaling increased prayer for the sick. The researcher contributes the increase in the 


amount of time spent in prayer for the sick to a greater awareness of the need to pray tor the sick. 
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Zz Question 7 Pre and Post-Test Comparison: 
How often do you pray for the sick? 


Question 8 of the pre and post-tests sought to analyze the data received from the 
responses to “What percentage of the time are the people you pray for healed?” Participants 
scored their answers on a scale from one to ten with one suggesting that people for whom they 
prayed are healed 0% of the time and ten indicating that the people for whom they pray are 
always healed. Although the participant average score increased by 22.2% as shown in Table 8, 
almost half of the participants (42.9%) declined to answer the post-test question. Participants 
were led to understand that healing comes in different forms. The researcher concluded that the 
participants believe that healing is not able to be measured as an absolute. Further, some 
healings are instantaneous while others require a longer period of time. The six-week timeframe 
during which this study was conducted may not have been a long enough period for participants 


to witness the healings that may have resuited from their prayers. 
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“Question 8 Pre and Post-Test Comparison: 
What percentage of the time are the people you pray for healed? — 


The data coilected from Question 9 helped to analyze “How familiar are you with the 
difference between inner healing and deliverance?” If a participant noted one on the scale 
that represented no familiarity with the difference between inner healing and deliverance, while 
selecting ten suggested an extensive familiarity with the distinction. F amiliarity with the 
difference between inner healing and deliverance increased 40.6% during the research study. As 
noted in Table 9, in the pre-test more than half (57.1%) of the participants had less than 50% 
familiarity with the difference. Participants were given two reference cards during the study. 
One card contained Biblical scriptures on healing, whereas the other card contained guidance on 
deliverance. As many were unfamiliar with deliverance, the researcher shared that deliverance is 
being released from obstacles and spiritual oppression that prevent people from benefitting from 
Christ's sacrifice to save all men. However, since the focus of the study was on healing, further 
instruction on deliverance was not administered. Despite significant augmentation in the average 
scores and the progress of Participant D who noted his/her comprehension as a 10 out of 10 in 


the post-test, the post-test average of 6.4 out of 10 connotes that there is room for development in 
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the understanding of this topic. In spite of this, the researcher is confident that the data results 
trom this question confirm that the researcher has prepared the participants to focus on healing as 
Jesus did and to minister to others by laying hands on people in their congregation and into the 


world. 


Post-test 
Average 4.6 out of 10 Average 6.4 out of 10 
(45.7%) (64.3%) 
57.1% scored their familiarity Participant D demonstrated 


7 with inner healing vs. 
deliverance at 5 out of 10 or 
less in pre-test 


eam 
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Number of Participants 
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Question 9 Pre and Post-Test Comparison: 
How familiar are you with the difference between inner healing and deliverance? 


In Question 10, participants were asked to rank on a scale from one to ten “How familiar 
are you with the “5-Step Healing Model”?” If a participant chose one on the scale that 
denoted no familiarity with the model, while selecting ten suggested an extensive familiarity 
with the model. The initial score on this question was an average of 1.4 out of 10. The 
researcher concluded that severai participants had no previous knowledge of this model prior to 
its explanation and teaching in the sessions. 

Participants’ average score increased significantly to 6.6 out of 10 in the post-test 


showing an increase familiarity with the prayer model. The data in Table 10 suggests that this 


Pre-test 
Average 1.4 out of 10 
(14.3%) 


Greatest increase (360%) in 


§ understanding of all questions 
2° asked in testing 
es 
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Question 10 Pre and Post-Test Comparison: 
How familiar are you with the “5-Step Healing Model”? 
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topic is an area of improvement for participants; however, the responses to this question 


generated the highest observed difference from pre to post-test. 


Post-test 
Average 6.6 out of 10 
(65.7%) 


Participants scored responses to Question 11 from one to ten regarding “How familiar 


ry eau 


ee) 


Pretest 


Table 1H: F FAMILIARITY WiTH BIBLICAL 


are you with the Biblical basis for healing the sick?” A response of one indicated no 
familiarity with the question and an answer of ten showed acute familiarity of the topic. 
Although the pre-test average score of 5.1 out of 10 illustrates some familiarity with the Biblical 
basis for healing the sick, the post-test score of 7.0 out of 10 equates to a 36.1% increase in 
participants’ command of the topic as depicted in Table 11. The researcher concluded that the 


Biblical knowledge of the participants in this area was advanced as a result of the sessions. 


aiseronvelunaTiesice 


Post-test 


Average 5.1 out of 10 Average 7.0 out of 10 
(51.4%) (70.0%) 
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Question 11 Pre and Post-Test Comparison: 
How familiar are you with the Biblical basis for healing the sick? 


in Question 12, participants were asked to rank on a scale from one to ten “How familiar 
are you with the personal lifestyle and preparation issues for those who pray for the sick?” 
If a participant marked one, they had no familiarity with these issues and if they scored the 
answer a ten, they were very familiar with the issues. As shown in Table 12, the pre-test average 
score of 2.9 out of 10 suggested that the participants felt they did not have ample knowledge 
regarding lifestyle and preparation issues of those who pray for the sick. The post-test tally of 
7.1 out of 10 showed intense growth, more than doubling the pre-test average with 150.0% 
growth in their grasp of the topic. The researcher concluded that the participants deepened their 


appreciation of the issues of those who pray for the sick. 
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Pre-test Post-test 
Average 2.9 out of 10 Average 7.1 out of 10 | 


L (28.6%) (71.4%) 


’ 100% of participants scored " 85.7% of participants scored 
initial familiarity with the topic : familiarity with the topic at 6 out 
a ig at 5 out of 10 or less ao of 10 or greater after the sessions 
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Question 12 Pre and Post-Test Comparison: 
How familiar are you with the personal lifestyle and preparation issues for those who pray 


| for the sick? 


Table 13 provides a high level summary of all of the facts and figures compiled in the pre 
and post-tests. The greatest improvement in average scores was generated in Question 10 
(360.0%), which was understanding of the 5-step prayer model, while there was regression noted 
in Question 6 (—2.9%), which measured the extent that worship played in participants’ spiritual 
growth. Given that Question 6 also had the highest starting point of comprehension (9.7 out of 
i0), the researcher is not discouraged by this result. Furthermore, the researcher concludes that 
participants have a renewed perspective on prayer and how it influences spiritual growth. The 
researcher was also quite fulfilled by the results from Question 5, which had the highest average 
overall score in the post-test (9.6). The outcome suggests that there was an increase of 
participants attending worship. Given that the overall median scores from the entire set of 
questions increased from 4.6 to 7.1 out of 10, representing a 56.3% improvement in overall 
knowledge, the researcher concluded that the efficacy of the sessions was remarkable and the 


project attained unanticipated levels of extraordinary success. 
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1 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

2 35 35.0% 76 75.7% 116.3% 

3 7.6 75.7% | 7.9 78.6% 3.8% 

4 43 42.9% | | 6.8 68.3% 59.4% 

5 9.4 94.3% 9.6 95.7% 1.5% 

6 9.7 97.1% | 9,4 94.3% | (2.9%) 

7 8.1 81.4% 8.4 84.3% 3.5% 

8 45 45.0% 5.5 55.0% | 22.2% 

9 4.6 45.7% | 6.4 64.3% | 40.6% 

10 1.4 14.3% 6.6 65.7% 360.0% 

11 5.1 51.4% 7.0 70.0% 36.1% 

12 2.9 28.6% 7.1 71.4% 150.0% ll 
Overall High Score 9.7 97.1% 9.6 95.7% 360.0% 
Overall Low Score 14 14.3% 5.5 55.0% (2.9%) 
‘Overall Mean 5.6 55.6% 7.5 74.8% 71.9% 
Overall Median 4.6 45.7% 7.1 71.4% 36.1% 
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Overall this was a great learning experience for the participants as well as the researcher. 
Participants were energized to perform the task for which they had been trained and equipped. 
Every participant, the Pastor and a visiting believer who assisted the researcher with capturing 
ithe essence and observation of the subjects every week were given thank you cards, awarded 
Certificates of Appreciation and completion with the group photograph attached and a glass 
plaque which would remind them of their challenge and empowerment. The plaque had a large 
key engraved in the middle of it with the words, “Faith is the key that unlocks the door to 
heaven.” 

The Pastor was asked to give her remarks at the conclusion. She showed appreciation 
and enthusiasm for the seeds planted in the group and exhorted the group to accept the challenge 
and go forward in faith. She praised the content of the program, the preparation, delivery and 
succinct imparting of the word. She encouraged everyone to share and use our gifts with the rest 
of the congregation. The series concluded with songs of praise, worship, prayer and the Aaronic 
blessing on the group by the researcher. 

At the end of the last session, one of my participants wrote a note. It read as follows: “I 
really enjoyed the six weeks. I feel like | have grown and learned trom this experience. I am 
thankful for the information that we have been given. I wish that we had even longer because 
there was a lot of information and I felt like it has been very helpful to me and the others. Thank 


you. Blessings!” 


CHAPTER SIX 


REFLECTION, SUMMARY, CONCLUSION 


In his Message Series Learning to Minister under the Anointing Healing Ministry in your 
Church, Randy Clark stresses the importance of daily praying for the sick. This is so that it 
becomes an integral part of the Christian life of the church.' He argues, “Healing is not 
something that is added to the church. Healing should be a part of the ‘fiber of the church.” It 
should be a part of every ministry. “It is not a finger or arm attached to the body; it’s more like 
the blood which flows throughout the body” Praying for the sick can be a part of the regular 
church service or whenever or wherever the ecclesiastical body gathers or congregate, explained 
Tom Jones in the series.’ Tom states that “If one is a teacher, one should pray for the sick. If an 
usher, pray for the sick.”. He teaches that regardless of where a person’s area of giftedness lies, 
that person can heal the sick. 

In Jesus the Healer, Keith Warrington affirms that in all situations, he maintains his belief that 
supernatural divine healing occurs today. He also states that the issue should be considered with 
sensitivity, transparency and a readiness to learn from others. At the same time, he “rejected 


blind dogmatism and a commitment to man-made 


‘ Randy Clark, Learning to Minister under the Anointing - Healing Ministry in Your Church 
(Mechanicsburg, PA: Apostolic Network of Global Awakening, 2011), 56. 


*Ibid., 56. 
*tbid., 56-57. 
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formulae, apparently related to the Bible but unrelated to a true perception of the God of 
love, compassion and power” whom he served.' 

This chapter contains the writer’s retlections on the field experience. It gives the 
summation and conclusion. The author would also suggest what elements that should be tried 
changed during implementation of the Research Project if the project were to be replicated. The 
model as modified by the field experience would be outlined with the author’s reflections on the 
personal impact of development of this model of ministry. She would compare project 
expectations and outcomes. She would examine the impact the project had on participants and 
would elucidate the implications for others interested in utilizing this model of ministry. 

The model would show a restatement to enable the reader to capture the essence of the 
journey travelled to reach the pinnacle as was proposed in the Methodology in Chapter 4. The 
author would discuss the standards of success for which she set out and would provide what was 
learned, the praxis that critical aspect of the learning process “in which the scope of action 
allowed to the students extends only as far as receiving, filling and storing the deposits on a 
personal basis and what further recommendations could be made”? These recommendations 
would be done to expiore and enhance the future research of Divine Healing. It would coexist 
with fervent prayer and conventional medicine and prove the viability and reliability, physical 
wholeness and complete supernatural work of the Holy Spirit proving that it is alive and active in 


this twenty-first century. 


'Keith Warrington, Jesus the Healer: Paradigm or Unique Phenomenon (Carlisle, U.K.: Paternoster, 
2000), 57. 


“ Paulo Freire, Pedagogy of the Oppressed (New York, N.Y.: Continuum Publishing Company, 1993), 72- 
87. 


REFLECTION 


This Doctor of Ministry project has changed the author’s life in various ways as she 
recognizes Jesus Christ as her Lord and Savior and the source of all of her life. It has been part of 
a journey of healing and transformation. The project began through the personal experience and 
ministry context of the researcher. Implementing a spiritual program at Covenant UMC to equip 
parishioners how to pray and lay hands on the sick to receive their healing and evaluating its 
effectiveness was the driving force behind this visionary and spiritual mission. The growth and 
development of not only the researcher but also the congregants and newly some members of the 
ecclesia and has been one of great transformation throughout the entire journey. 

The journey started during my years growing up in a staunch Christian family. It was 
customary to prepare tor 5:00 A. M. Sunday morning devotions and to attend the 9:00 A. M. 
worship service and Sunday school at 3:00 P. M. Although the seed was planted since 
childhood, she did not realize what it was like to experience the baptism of the Holy Spirit until 
about three years ago after a conversation with the Almighty questioning whether any prophets 
like those in the Old Testament still existed. The Lord led me to the United Theological 
Seminary the following year after the researcher received the baptism of the Holy Spirit at a 
World of Faith Church revival lasting twenty-eight weeks. 

The author for over six to seven years had been praying and was asking the Lord to do a 
“new thing” in her life after her soul mate departed this life to glory. She had two lucrative jobs 
in the medical field and prescribed medicine for the sick: however, something was lacking 
spiritually. God promised to do a new thing in our lives. (Is. 43:19) He made rivers in the desert. 
He told us to remember not the former things of old. I believe and trust in God and also his Son, 


Jesus Christ. [ have implicit and unending faith in God’s plan for me according to Jeremiah 
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29:11. With this blind faith I yielded to the will and calling of the Lord and was led to UTS 
where during the first week of Phase I. I learned the theory of transformative learning. 

The writer had reservations as she read about self-directed learning. With guidance trom 
the Holy Spirit, the researcher was obedient and dissected Patricia Cranton’s Professional 
Development as Transformative Learning: New Perspectives for Teachers of Adults. Cranton 
states in transtormation theory, these meaning structures are called meaning perspectives--broad 
frameworks or paradigms which determine our expectations of future experiences—and meaning 
schemes—the specific beliefs, assumptions, values and concepts that make up general 
perspectives.’ 

The author was looking for a new thing. The new thing came in the form of a new 
learning process and model, association with peer sessions, peer review, change of mentors as 
one changes group, peer associates and context associate to implement transformative learning 
and shift in paradigm. The researcher has grown spiritually and continuously feels the growth. 

Because of this maturity through the Holy Spirit and the need for divine healing was 
paramount, the project enquired and made the summation that if a theological program was 
implemented in the context, believers would become equipped to administer divine healing by 
the laying on of hands on a congregation in need. Believers will experience a shift in paying 
attention to the fruits of the Spirit and renounce the thought that sickness comes from God and 
remain content rather than claiming their healing which Jesus of Nazareth purchased on the 
rugged cross at Calvary. 

The woridly and earthly mindset has to be transformed to the belief that sickness can be 
cured or made whole. Jesus gave all people power the do greater works, according to the Gospel 


* Patricia Cranton, Professional Development as Transformative Learning: New Perspectives jor Teachers 
of Adults (San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 1996), 116. 
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of John 14:12-13. Because of the exceptional teaching during the peer sessions, the Word and 
the meaning of salvation has taken on a broader vision in the vocabulary of the writer. This 
driving force and love for the Lord and people gave immeasurable sustenance, empowerment, 
dynamic strength and courage for the writer to teach Divine Healing at a UMC where the 
congregation rarely displays outward manifestations of the Spirit. 

Postmodernism challenges the individual’s assumption in their thinking. It took courage 
to share Apostolic and Pentecostal testimonies in the UMC. The theory of transtormation helped 
to cement the decision to carry out this project. God wants his people to be whole like Jesus 
Christ. Thus, he sent his word to take away our infirmities. Transforming the mind or a change 
in mindset is essential for the kingdom and all the abundant life that is available to ail. 
(Rom.12:2) “Education is constantly remade in the praxis”.* “Students learn to see themselves 
and the world in transformation” and become committed. “Students response to challenge 
evokes new challenges followed by new understanding and graduaily the students come to 
regard themselves as committed.® 

In summary, the author was pleased with the results of the findings. The author had high 
expectations. She expected participants to have higher scores on the final testing in relation to 
the method and several visual aids and handouts used for clarification. 

The hypothesis was that participants would demonstrate increased scriptural knowledge 
regarding divine healing, fervent prayers and become acquainted and comfortable praying for 
wholeness for the congregation and infiltrating into the outer world. The researcher noted that 


progress would come with time, building faith and reading and studying the Word. Some 


"Freire, Pedagogy of the Oppressed. 84. 
*Tbid., 83. 


*Tbid., 81. 
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obstacles identified during the sessions were lack of Biblical knowledge, the blessing and the 
curse and inability and lack of knowledge in applying the basic principles of claiming their 
nealing and keeping that healing by meditating on scriptures throughout the day just as they take 
prescribed conventional medicine. 
CONCLUSION 
Project Model Replication and Implications for Further Research 

This project is replicable in many settings. Any setting in which an atmosphere is 
developed to allow or facilitate the work of the Holy Spirit is appropriate. Key components 
include leadership and facilitators open to the leading and the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
Participants with a desire to learn about divine healing and health and leaders and facilitators 
with a genuine love and Gans for participants is also necessary. 

Various obstacles to divine healing were identified throughout the duration of the 
research project. An implication for further research would be to expound further on each 
obstacle identified with additional teaching sessions. Specific scripture memorization could be 
assigned to participants, as needed, in order to address obstacles. Participants could be asked to 
search for, write and recite scripture that corresponds to obstacles that were identified. 

The researcher hoped to facilitate the work of the Holy Spirit. Key components include 
leaders and facilitators open to the leading and guidance of the Holy Spirit, participants with a 
desire to learn about divine healing and health and leaders and facilitators with a genuine love 
and honor for participants. Meyers states that, “the identification of a problem in the practice of 
ministry is the most important step that the D. Min student can take”.’ This leads to further 
exploration. 


William R. Myers, Research in Ministry: a Primer for the Doctor of Ministry Program, 3rd ed. (Chicago, 
UL: Exploration Press, 2000), 8. 
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The author has considered various areas in which the research project could be improved. 
There is always restoration before confirmation and birthing of a new brand tomorrow. Grace 
Aas covered us. People need to be taught and to understand what true grace is (generous 
=mpowerment). The church should press for the mark of the prize of high calling according to 
Acts 17:24. God is not a God made of hands as the Ephesians thought. The church needs to 
come into divine alignment in order to receive what God has in store for God’s people and 
position them for the abundant blessing. The Christian life could be improved by increased 
communication with the Holy Spirit. Communion with the Holy Spirit is required for every 
aspect of research, especially the minor issues that believers tend to think they can handle on 
their own. 

The project also could be improved with increased use of visual aids. This may include 
handouts or overhead projections, reading and focusing on scriptures and the meaning outlined in 
detail with some historical background to help them understand their true heritage in Jesus the 
Savior. The project should last for a longer period than six weeks although this was not a 
longitudinal project. Participants were enthused with feeding their souls before the sessions 
started. Many times the meals arrived late and placed a hindrance on attention to their spiritual 
needs. With God all things are possible to them that believe. The project can be replicated in 


congregations that believe in and teaches divine healings. 
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CONSENT TO PARTICIPATE IN A RESEARCH STUDY 


Researcher - L. Pamela Greene 
Doctor Of Ministry Program - United Theological Seminary 
Covenant United Methodist Church - Springfield, Ohio. 


Title of Study: 
implementing A Spiritual Training Program To Equip Parishioners To Effectively Minister Divine 
Healing And Evaluate Its Effectiveness 


_| You are being asked to take part in a research study 


| The study includes a six-week class on Divine Healing, which begins in January 2013, and is 


held once per week. Participation in each class is voluntary and you may withdraw at any time 


‘| The purpose of this research is to: 
(] Teach congregants of Covenant United Methodist Church about divine healing and to 


prepare them for the “/aying on of hands” 


“7 Measure how much is learned from participation in the Divine Healing class 


'. The results of this research will be used as part of a doctoral thesis. All results will be 
anonymous and contidential. You will not be identified in any report or publication of this 


study or its results 


I have read the information provided, understand the purpose of this study and consent to participate. 


Consent Provided By: 


Participant Signature Date 


Consent Acknowledged By: 


Researcher Signature Date 
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DOCTOR OF VENISTRY PROGRAM 
UNITED THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
PROJECT QUESTIONNAIRE 
Dear Participant, 
| hope that you can find the time required to complete this questionnaire and help forward my mission to 
Spread Christ's Word. 


instructions: Please circle one answer for each of the 12 questions below. 


1. Do you pray every day? (Circle Answer) YES NO 
2. To what degree to you feel the presence of God when you pray? (Circle a Number) 

4 2 3 4 5 fe) 7 3 ] 1 
Lite Presence Strong Presence 
3. Howoften are your prayers answered? (Circle a Number) 

| a2 3 4 5 i) 7 3 9 10 
Almost Never Always 
4. How familiar are you with these types of prayer - Soaking Prayer, Intercessory Prayer, Petitionary 

Prayer? (Circle a Number) 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 3 9 10 
Not Familiar Somewhat Familiar Very Familiar 
5.  Howoften do you attend worship? (Circle a Number) 

i 2 3 4 5 8 7 3 9 10 
Mever Occasionailly Every Sunday 
%.  Towhat degree is worship a significant aspect in your spiritual growth? (Circle a Number) 

| 2 3 4 5 6 7 3 9 10 
Not Significant Somewhat Significant Very Significant 
7. How often do you pray for the sick? (Circle a Number) 

4 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
Never Occasionally ; Aways 
8. What percentage of the time are the people you pray for healed? (Circle a Number) 

4 2 3 4 5 8 7 8 9 10 
Never (0%) Occasionally (50%) Always (100%) 
3. How familiar are you with the difference between inner healing and deliverance? (Circle a Number) 

1 : 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
Not Familiar Somewhat Familiar Very Familiar 
10. How familiar are you with the "5-Step Healing Prayer Model"? (Circle a Number) 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 ) 10 
Not Familiar Somewhat Famitiar Very Familiar 
11. How familiar are you with the Biblical basis for healing the sick"? (Circle a Number) 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
Not Familiar Somewhat Familiar Very Familiar 


12. How familiar are you with the personal lifestyle and preparation issues for those who pray for the sick? 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 ] 10 
Not Familiar Somewhat Familiar Very Familiar 
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POST- TEST 
UNITED THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
DOCTOR OF MINISTRY PROGRAM 


PROJECT QUESTIONNAIRE 
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PROJECT QUESTIONNAIRE 
Dear Participant, 


| hope that you can find the time required to compiete this questionnaire and help forward my mission to 
spread the WORD of the LORD JESUS CHRIST. Thank you for participating and be blessed. 


instructions: Please circle one answer for each of the 12 questions below. 


1. Do-you pray every day? (Circle Answer) YES NO 
2 Towhat degree to you feel the presence of Ged when you pray? (Circle a Number) 

1 2 3 4 5 § 7 8 9 10 
Little Presence Strong Presence 
3 Howoften are your prayers answered? (Circle a Number) 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
Almost Never Always 


4. How familiar are you with these types of prayer - Soaking Prayer, Intercessory Prayer, 
Petitionary Prayer? (Circle a Number) 

1 2 3 4 5 6 id 8 9 10 
Not Familiar Somewhat Familiar Very Familiar 
5. How oiten do you attend worship? (Circle a Number) 

1 2 z) 4 5 8 ig 3 9 10 
Never Occasionally Every Sunday 
6 Towhat degree is worship a significant aspect in your spiritual growth? (Circle a Number) 

5 6 7 8 


1 2 3 4 9 10 
Not Significant _ Somewhat Significant Very Significant 
7. Howoften do you pray for the sick? (Circle a Number) 

1 2 3 4 5 8 7 8 9 10 
Never Occasionally Aways 
8 What percentage of the time are the people you pray for healed? (Circle a Number) 

1 2 3 4 6 8 7 8 9 10 
Never (0%) Occasionatly (50%) Aways (100%) 
9. How familiar are you with the difference between inner healing and deliverance? (Circle a 

Number) 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 g 10 


Not Familiar Somewhat Familiar Very Familiar 
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10. How familiar are you with the "5-Step Healing Prayer Model"? (Circle a Number) 
3 4 5 8 7 3 


1 2 ) 10 
Not Familiar 
Somewhat Familiar Very Familiar 
11. How familiar are you with the Biblical basis for healing the sick"? (Circle a Number) 
1 2 3 4 5 tS) 7 3 3 10 


Not Familiar Somewhat Familiar V/ery Familiar 


12. How familiar are you with the personal lifestyle and preparation issues for those who pray for 
1 2 | 4 5 6 7 3 9 10 
Mot Familiar Somewhat Familiar Very Familiar 


APPENDIX D 


PROJECT 


IMPLEMENTING A TRAINING PROGRAM TO EQUIP PARISHIONERS 
TO EFFECTIVELY MINISTER HEALING AND 
EVALUATE ITS EFFECTIVENESS 
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Project Title 


Implementing A Spiritual Training Program To Equip Parishioners To Effectively Minister 
Divine Healing And Evaluate Its Effectiveness 


L. Pamela Greene 


United Theological Seminary 


Timeline 


The timeline for this project is approximately J anuary 15, 2013 to March 5, 2013 
(6 consecutive weeks allowing for rain delays. cancellations, etc.) 


Total Sessions: 6 Hours: 9 


Session Syllabus (Referenced dates are tentative) 


194 


Session I: January 15, 2013* Session Duration: 1.5 Hours Start Time: 7:00pm. End Time: 8:30 p.m. 


Session Theme: The Power of Forgiveness 


Times) PON Se seen ee ee eee earn ee ee 
| 7:00 p.m. — 7:10 p.m, | ¢ Song of praise and worship (At the Cross). 
t 
ene eer a a Se pe 
FAO pm. - 7:15 p.m e Prayer. 

H 
leat at an 18 ee eel eI i a a aN ic eS gees DOs lta DS hate By aoa gc oa 
71S p.m. — 7:35 pom ¢ Welcome and orientation to explain the Ministry Project. | 
| o Why are we here? 
o Explain the purpose for the gathering. 
| o Define the goals and accomplishments to be attained from the project. 
| o Explain the survey methodology/questionnaire. 
| o Present journaling by the project participants to assist with roject research rationales. | 
| J &D) pro Pp pro, 
ps Spm. 7:50pm | © Administer the project questionnaire. nnn | 

| | 

7:50 p.m, - 8:25 p.m. ¢ Open discussion. 
© Discuss the nature of Spiritual healing. 

* Discuss faith in Jesus Christ as a foundation for healing. 

«Paying attention to “gut feelings” as related to divine healing. 

H 


hypertension/high blood pressure, diabetes, carcinoma. headaches and mental disturbance) 
to Spiritual healing and wholeness of the body. 


*" Discuss the unending and extravagant love of the Almighty, omnipotent, omnipresent, 
omniscient God. 


| 

j 

| 

: * Explore forgiveness and how it leads to freedom from bondage (sicknesses as | 

| 

H 

| 

| " Discuss foundations for healing | 

t 
| 
! 
| 
i 
| 
{ 


e Texts: Isaiah $3: 9-10. I Peter 2:24, John 3:1, John 3:16, Ram.5:8, 10:27-8. 
oO Listen to and address participant questions, feelings and concerns. 


*In the event this date must he cancelled changed or rescheduled, the session will take place en the following Tuesday. 


Session 2: January 29, 2013* 


ce) 


ie] 
| ° 
QO 


ce) 


® Qpen discussion. 


Session Duration: 1.5 Hours Start Time: 7:00pm. End Time: 8:30 p.m. 


Session Theme: Confession and Repentance 


Discuss the concept of the elderly and the afflicted not receiving divine healing. 

Confession and Repentance. 

Discuss the nature of Spiritual healing 

Introduce the concept of Biblical Scriptures and texts that support Scriptural healing. 
" Romans 10:17, Romans 10:9, Psalms 07:20, Nahum 1:9, Matthew 18:20. 


" Offer encouragement among group members to achieve the knowledge of spiritual 
healing. 


Listen to and address participant questions. feelings and concerns. 


*In the event this date must he cancelled changed or rescheduled, the session will take place on the following Tuesday. 
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Session 3: February 5, 2013* Session Duration: 1.5 Hours Start Time: 7:00p.m. End Time: 8:30 p.m. 


Session Theme: Divine Healing’s Historical and Biblical Basis 


ten omencaens, es oceans a 


7:09 p.m. =—70 gm. “oe Gonpofipraiss and worship(Hela Lord. =O 


n= =. 


te. 


7:45 p.m. - 8:25 p.m. 


© Discuss the concept of the story of healing and life applications through scripture. 
* The woman with the issue of blood who went through the throng of people and touched the 
hem of Jesus’s coat and claimed her healing. (Mark 4:34) 
" The healing of the daughter of Jairus.(Mark 4:41) 
* The healing of the sick of the palsy who was let down through the roof of the house by his 
friends. (Mark 2:1-5). 


nt teat been ne 


* The healing of the Svrophenician woman's daughter. (Mk.7:27 

| o Conventional/Orthodox examples of healing sickness. 
o Listen to and address participant questions, feelings and concerns 
| | 
Pp a ce ag ee | 
8:25 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. e Song of praise. | 
Pa a a tae een cal th a ee | 
| 8:39 p.m © = =Prayer | 
er eee ae | | 


“In the event this date must be cancelled, changed or rescheduled. the session will take place on the following Tuesday. 
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Session 4: February 12, 2013* Session Duration: 1.5 Hours Start Time: 7:00p.m. End Time: 8:30 p.m. 


Session Theme: The Power of Willingness (Accepting Responsibility) 


SO ee a NE 
| 7:09 p.m. — 7:10 p.m. © Song of praise and worship (Spirit of The Living God). 
i 

ae a | 
| 7:10 pm - 7:15 p.m e Prayer. | 
| | 


a 


ane: ane eer 


o Discuss the concept of Willingness. 
© Introduce and discuss the concept of Forgiveness. 
* Story of the prodigal son. (Luke 15:11-32) 
* Peter was able to forgive himself. (John 21) 
" Peter became the spokesperson for the disciples with the anointing of the Holy Spirit. (Acts 
2) 


© Listen to and address participant questions, feelings and concerns. 


SE oe ee 


*In the event this date must he cancelled, changed or reschechiled. the session will take place on the following Tuesday 


Session 8; February 19, 2013* Session Duration: 1.5 Hours Start Time: 7:00p.m. End Time: 8:30 p.m. 


Session Theme: Personal Experiences and Life Growth 


HELL a ae aN eR 
{| 7:00 p.m. — 7:10 p.m. ¢ Song of praise and worship (Hallelujah, Salvation. and Glory). 
| | 
70 pam. - 7:15 p.m © Prayer. 
= a a aay ra a aR pp ia oOr Rerni mdcaemmarT BL Pe ONT ay eat age han iyo etre) og Tae Ba Agee Tag Ga ge Paar es aay epee Rar Reo age cae a eee 
| 7:15 pam. — 7:45 p.m | ¢ Welcome and review of take home assignment (journal). 
eieeneeee cre aeey a a a a a a Tl 
745 pm, - 8:25 p.m. e Open discussion. 
| © Encourage testimonials of any healing experiences that might have occurred. 
| o The Researcher shares her experience of being slain by the Holy Spirit, her transformation (change) 
and renewing of the mind. 
o Introduce the concept of Listening and hearing from.God, 
o Introduce the theme of Responsibility - taking ownership and personal responsibility. 
Oo Scriptural foundation IT Timothy 2:15 
| | © Listen to and address participant questions, feelings and concerns. 
St Sere A OR eed Oe ee Se ea a ea oe ae ls Sek Se te 
| 8:25 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. ® Song of praise. (Amen, Amen). 
} 
fot is a aaa 
i \ 


*In the event this date must he cancelled, changed or rescheduled, the session will take place on the following Tuesday. 


Session 6: February 26, 2013* Session Duration: 1.5 Hours Start Time: 7:00p.m. End Time: 8:30 p.m. 


Session Theme: Life Application of Divine Healing (A new way of examining faith, life and health from a biblical perspective). 


o Talk about the life application of story. 
© Introduce the concept of on Supernatural manifestation and expectation of “healing”. 
* They (believers) need to be able to practice what they have personally learned. Laying 

hands on people diagnosed with a headache or blurred vision in the name of Jesus “I 
(participant) bind the diagnosis and they shall recover. (James). Thev would trust the 
process and continue to practice for the expected outcome 

o Encourage testimonials of any healing experiences that might have occurred. 

o Lesson is reinforced through questions and answers and role play. 

o Lesson check through answer questions or share what was learned. 

oO Listen to and address participant questions, feelings and concerns. 


Thank you letters to Pastor and participants. 
e Award completion certificates. 


*In the event this date must be cancelled, changed or rescheduled. the session will take place on the following Tuesday. 


APPENDIX E 


DIVINE HEALING PROJECT SESSION VI 
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Divine Healing Project Session VI 
Thanksgiving Dinner Menu 
Tuesday February 26, 2013 

Chef: L. Pamela Greene 
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Appetizer: 


The Christian Sign 


“Do not be afraid. From now on you will catch men.” - Luke 5:10 


Soup (1" course). 


Chicken Noodle Soup 


New life in the chicken. Healing for the soul. Our “noodles” (brains) are the source of wisdom. For the LORD gives 
wisdom; From His mouth come knowledge and understanding; He stores up sound wisdom for the upright; He is a 
shield to those who walk uprightly; He guards the paths of justice, And preserves the way of His saints. Then you 

will understand righteousness and justice, Equity and every good path. - Proverbs 2:6-10 


Salad: 


a aes 
DNO TS. 


V/\ 


Blended Tossed Salad - (Dressing) Unity of the Ecclesiastes 


So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another. - Romans 12:5 
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There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor tree, there is neither male nor female: for you are ail one in Christ 
jesus. And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise. - Galatians 3:28-29 


For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free and have all 
been made to drink into one Spirit. For in fact the body is not one member but many. - { Corinthians 12:13-14 


Main Entrée: 


Roasted Turkey 


Thanksgiving to almighty God, our Father, tor guiding and equipping us through our course. We are empowered by 
The Holy Spirit and filled with grace through King Jesus of Nazareth, the Christ and anointed Messiah, Lord and 
Savior of the universe. 


Mashed Potatoes 


Fresh from the vegetable garden. Give me your vineyard that I may have it for a vegetable garden, because it is near, 
next to my house; and for it I will give you a vineyard better than it. - { Kings 21:2. The earth is the Lord’s and the 
fullness thereof. The property rests in Him. - Psalms 24:1 
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Gravy 


Richness and fullness in Christ. Faith Accesses Grace. That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 
may give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, the eyes of your understanding being 
enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in 
the saints - Ephesians !:17-18 


Herb Dressing 


Better is a dinner of herbs where love is than a fattened calf with hatred. - Proverbs 15:17 


And God said, “See, | have given you every herb that yields seed which is on the face of all the earth, and every tree 
whose fruit yields seed; to you it shall be for food. - Genesis 1:29 


Green Beans 


Then God said, “Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb that yields seed, and the fruit tree that yields fruit according 
io its kind, whose seed is in itself, on the earth”: and it was so. - Genesis 1:11 
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Bread/Rolls 


And Jesus said to them, “1 am the bread of life. He who comes to me shail never hunger, and he who believes in me 
shall never thirst. - John 6:35 


And when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “Take, eat; this is my body which is broken for you: do this in 
remembrance of me.” In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the New Covenant 
in my blood. Do this, as otten as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” - I Corinthians 1 1:24-25 


Dessert: 


NX 


Apple Pie 


Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us (for it is written, “Cursed is 
everyone who hangs on a tree”), that the blessing of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that we 
might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. - Galatians 3:13-14 


But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, even 
the righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe. For there is no difference: for 
ail have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is 

in Christ Jesus, whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness 

necause in His forbearance God had passed over the sins that were previously committed, to demonstrate at the 
present time His righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. - Romans 
3:21-26 
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Sustain me with cakes of raisins; Refresh me with apples, For [ am lovesick. - Song of Solomon 2:5 


¥iggy Pudding KJV (Cherry pie -The Message) 


Though the fig tree (cherry tree) may not blossom, Nor fruit be on the vines/ (and the strawberries don’t ripen); 
Though the labor of the olive may fail, And the fields yield no food; Though the flock may be cut otf from the fold, 
And there be no herd in the stalls Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God of my salvation. The LorD 
God is my strength; - Habakkuk 3:17-19. (Thou 


Beverage 


—, Co 
Water — Living Water 


On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me 
and drink. He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.” - John 
7:37-38 


Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him. And John tried to prevent Him, saying, 
“I need to be baptized by You, and are You coming to me?” 


But Jesus answered and said to him, “Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” 
Then he allowed Him. 
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When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water: and behold, the heavens were opened to 
Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him. And suddenly a voice came 
irom heaven, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” - Matthew 3:13-17 


3 


Grape Juice 
iXedemption through the blood of Christ, our High Priest. Hebrews 9:1 1-28 


The cup of blessing which we biess, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it 
not the communion of the body of Christ? - | Corinthians 10:16. What can wash away my sin? Nothing but the 
blood of Jesus. 


a 
ms 
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Lemonade 


Anointed to overcome. Taking the circumstances out of sickness and bringing good out of it. Turning obstacles into 
opportunities. My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials. - James 1:2 
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Teed Tea 


Retreshing and renewal of The Holy Spirit. Joel 2:28-30. Welcome the presence of The Holy Spirit to reveal 
nimself, refresh and release the unwilling work of Jesus Christ in our lives. The Spirit empowers the life of the Son 
in the world. - Matthew 3:11/Romans 8:9 


Holy Spirit you are welcome in my life. { love you. 


Butter 


For as the churning of milk produces butter, And wringing the nose produces blood, So the forcing of wrath 
produces strife. - Proverbs 30:33 


And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go 
therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that [ have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to 

the end of the age.” Amen - Matthew 28:18-20 


~The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, Because He has anointed Me To preach the Gospel to the poor: He has sent Me 
to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives And recovery of sight to the blind, To set at liberty 
those who are oppressed; To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD.” - Luke 4:18-19 


We have “dunamis power,” the dynamic to do greater things through Jesus Christ! 
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